ORIGIN OR BEGINNINGS OF THE
WETHERSFIELD PAGEANT AND PROGRAMME
JUNE 8, 9, 10, 1934

1911

Mr. Jared Butler Standish has been devoted to the task of seeking and
weaving the truth of disconnected records and misunderstood reference into
story form for this occasion since the 275th Anniversary of the Congregational
Church in 1911. The chronology of facts showing how the Settlement came
about has never been clearly visioned before (or it would have been related
before). Many trips were taken to Plymouth, Salem, Watertown, Ipswich,
Agawam (Mass.) and many other places, where much help from Rev. James
Van Amburgh in Plymouth, G. Frederick Robinson at Watertown, and deeds
and wills in possession of many private individuals were secured (which are
not found in local records), to whom he extends acknowledgment in this
brochure.

1923

During this year, Mr. Standish received the following telephone message:
“There is a new marker placed upon the borderline of Windsor proclaiming
the first town in Connecticut. What are you going to do about it?”’ Mr.
Standish’s answer was, “I do not know. They have no right to do that with-
out a hearing and consent of the towns involved.” (Who were not consulted).

In every ancient text-book, in all United States school histories, are
definite statements verifying the code of 1650, which follows:

“The records of the General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and the
Colony of Connecticut, code of 1650, state: ‘Ye most Auncient Town for the
River is determined by this Court to bee Wethersfield." This is reiterated in the
revision of 1672 and again in the reprint of 1702.”"

Substantiated by Wethersfield Town Records as follows:
Dates Back to August, 1634

At a town meeting in Wethersfield, August 30, 1711, concerning lands upon
the bounds of Hartford, records were shown that Wethersfield had owned it
seventy and seven years within the knowledge of those present. Computing
backward seventy-seven years, Wethersfield was certainly planted much pre-
viously to August 30, 1634.

Mr. Standish realized the importance of having this matter thoroughly
understood before the 300th Anniversary of Settlement should be held. At no
time did he ever recognize any other opinion than the published facts as taught.
Several articles were published, but Wethersfield credentials were held true
to the records of text books and histories. The State Historian at Yale was
invited as speaker at a meeting of the Wethersfield Historical Society for the
express purpose (at this time) of learning the story of Wethersfield, with no
results. At last sufficient material was compiled in routine to prove that the
ancient records were correct and could never be removed, as declared by Gov.
Wilbur L. Cross June 9, 1934, “Wethersfield is the first permanent settlement
in Connecticut.”

November 25, 1929

At a town meeting held in the American Legion Hall, Mr. Standish’s
findings were read and a resolution offered to elect a Tercentenary Com-
mission, which was voted out by the introduction of a counter motion offered
by H. P. Dunham, as follows: Vol. 6, p. 23.

Voted, “That a committee of five members be appointed to confer
with the State Tercentenary Commission in reference to an appro-
priate date for the observance of a 300th anniversary of the founding
of the Colony of Connecticut, to offer cooperation and to obtain
opinion relating to the antiquity of the Town of Wethersfield, and
report back as soon as possible.”

The Committee: J. B. Standish, Chairman
Edward W. Willard A. W. Hanmer
Kenneth F. Cramer Benjamin Adams



December 9, 1929

This committee held several meetings, and were invited to attend a
meeting of the State Commission, held at the Chamber of Commerce rooms
at Hartford, December 9, 1929. Mr. Standish, Mr. Cramer and Mr. Adams
were present. At this session Mr. Standish maintained that his research for
Wethersfield's missing history merited a separate celebration, and that the
Town of Wethersfield should observe its 300th anniversary, if only with a
church service, but would be glad to unite with a State observance, which he
recommended to be held in 1939 to commemorate the founding of a home
government. Mr. Cramer made remarks substantiating the purpose of
Wethersfield credentials.

March 18, 1930

At a meeting of the above committee, held March 18, 1930, it was voted
to petition the Connecticut State Historical Society to sit in judicial con-
ference at a special meeting of that body, at an early date, to hold a hearing
before a joint committee consisting of an equal number of five members from
the Windsor Historical Society together with the Wethersfield appointees,
upon a decision of the correct definition for “‘a town" and to render an opinion
accordingly.

April 1, 1930 (Meeting of Connecticut Historical Society)

Reply in part: ‘A vote being taken upon the motion, it was declared to
have been carried. The decision of the chair was questioned (a few members
not voting). An amendment that an equal committee be invited from Hart-
ford with the other two towns was carried by a rising vote. The original
motion was then acted upon and lost by a rising vote of 4 to 3 members.”

ALBERT C. BATES, Secretary.

June 27, 1930

At a town meeting of the legal voters, held in the Wethersfield High
School Auditorium

Voted: *‘That the Board of Selectmen ex-officio together with the following

citizen membership
(List 135 persons)

be and hereby are appointed and shall constitute a standing committee for the pur-
pose ot originating and conducting a programme or appropriate ceremonies to com-
memorate the 300th Anniversary or Old Wethersfield, the first township in Connec-
tocut, and to cooperate with her daughter communities (Stepney) Rocky Hill,
(West Farms) Newington, and (Nayaug) Glastonbury, for the observance of this

important occasion.”
December 6, 1930

Wm. B. Goodwin, in a letter dated Aug. 28, 1930, requested a personal
interview with Mr. Standish, stating that he had spent three months in Eng-
land and had much data upon the subject which he thought would interest
him. (During this interval the matters had been adopted by a town meeting
and the committee of five appointed.) Mr. Standish called to see Mr. Good-
win and suggested that he would be glad to arrange a meeting with the com-
mittee, which occurred December 6th with all present. Mr. Goodwin brought
“the Earl of Warwick” grant papers which Mr. Standish had discarded some
years previously as having no real value in the discussion. He then wanted
the committee to give up the 1934 period and celebrate with the State in 1935.
Mr. Goodwin was assured that Wethersfield would celebrate with the State,
but should also celebrate in the spring of 1934 as the time period for the settle-
ment of the Town of Wethersfield.

The committee remained in session and passed a motion to that effect,
and Mr. Goodwin was notified accordingly.

December, 1930

Mr. Standish gave talks upon the subject before the businessmen of
Rocky Hill and Glastonbury. An approved Town border marker, selected by
a committee (appointed by the businessmen’s association) consisting of
J. Frank Welles, Jared B. Standish and Howard P. Dunham, was shown at



each place and assurance secured for ordering three for each town made.
Markers were placed upon Wethersfield town lines in December, 1930, pro-
claiming “The First Settlement in Connecticut.”

March 20, 1931

Mr. Standish compiled a condensed declaration upon early settlement
entitled “Connecticut towns in the order of their establishment; with the
origin of their names,” and had it typeset for two pages of the “Connecticut
State Manual;” then had them electrotyped for permanent use in the Manual.
The committee appointed November 25, 1929, met and voted,

“that a request be sent to Wm. L.
Higgins, Secretary of State, to meet the committee in conference upon the
subject of priority of towns.” (Mr. Standish had learned that the Secretary
had the power to change the text of the Manual if sufficient evidence or reason
may be brought to bear upon his good nature — if presented after dinner, for
instance: this had occurred with Donald Warner, a former Secretary, in 1922,
when the ancient standing record of 272 years was altered in favor of Windsor.)

March 26, 1931

A meeting was effected on this date. Mr. Cramer, Mr. Willard and Mr.
Standish were present. After a lengthy discussion, in which the Assistant to
the Secretary, a Mr. Lounsbury, figured, the electrotypes were left with the
Secretary but the text has not been replaced in the Manual at this time.

JARED BUTLER STANDISH.

MEETINGS OF THE
WETHERSFIELD TERCENTENARY COMMISSION

June 27, 1930: At a town meeting of the legal voters, held in the Wethers-

field High School Auditorium
Voted, ““That the Board of Selectmen ex-officio together with the following
citizen membership
(List 135 persons)

be and hereby are appointed and shall constitute a standing committee
for the purpose of originating and conducting a programme of ap-
propriate ceremonies to commemorate the 300th Anniversary of
Old Wethersfied, the first township in Connecticut, and to cooperate
with her daughter communities (Stepney) Rocky Hill, (West Farms)
Newington, and (Nayaug) Glastonbury, for the observance of this
important occasion.”

April 19, 1932: At a meeting of the above General Committee an executive -
committee was appointed as follows: Oscar A. Phelps,
Chairman; Jared Butler Standish, Vice Chairman; L.
Wayne Adams, Vice Chairman; John C. Willard, Secretary;
Mrs. Arthur H. Griswold, Mrs. John S. Buck, and Mrs.
Charles H. Hanmer.

April 23, 1932: The Celebration determined to be held in June of 1934.

April 29, 1932: Formation of a Selectmen’s Committee representing the
four towns. A. W. Hanmer appointed Honorary Chairman.

Dec. 15, 1932: Discussion toward the kinds of committees needed.

Jan. 18, 1933: A plan for a School Children’s Educational Celebration
favored, as presented by Lewis W. Ripley of Glastonbury.

Also suggestions along these lines by L. Wayne Adams and
Mrs. E. G. Fox of Wethersfield.

March 8, 1933: Appointed an Organization Committee: L. Wayne Adams,
Chairman; Mrs. John S. Buck, Mrs. Charles H. Hanmer,
Lewis W. Ripley, Elmer N. Dickinson, Mrs. Peter B.
Griswold, Mrs. Grace Kinsman, James C. Gilbert, Mrs.
Nellie F. Eddy; to arrange and announce a series of working
committees.



March 17, 1933:
May 24, 1933:
June 7, 1933:

July 12, 1933:

Nov. 15, 1933:
Nov. , 1933:
Dec. 6, 1933:

Dec. 20-23, 1933:

Jan. , 1934:

Feb., Mar., 1934:

April , 1934:

Report of Organization Committee and discussion on plans.
Report of Organization Committee on progress.

Date)s for celebration decided (June 8th, 9th and 10th,
1934).

Report of Organization Committee: 36 department com-
mittees adopted as read and chairman for each committee
elected immediately.

June 13, 1933 at a meeting of the Programme Committee
held at the home of the General Chairman the original hand-
written Story of Wethersfield in pageant form, together with
a tentative programme, was adopted.

Original Pageant and Programme as adopted by the
Programme Committee read and adopted by the Executive
Committee of the Commission.

September — Pageant Director engaged who secured the
original copy of story of Wethersfield to dialogue from, in-
cluding the findings of the Historian’s Committee.

All Committees reported progress. First printed pro-
gramme and Pageant distributed for players’ use.

Several meetings continued for progress. Several valuable
suggestions offered by L. Wayne Adams and others.

Revised printed programme approved and 200 copies
ordered printed.

Pageant manuscript having been dialogued, delivered to
the Chairman of the Programme Committee for inspection.

Dec. 28, 1933. Programme Chairman held conference with
the Glastonbury Historian upon the Glastonbury section
of pageant.
Returned the finished dialogued manuscript of the Pageant
to the Pageant Director for action, fully edited and approved.
Meetings continued through the winter for the organiza-
tion of working committees. Finished dialogue of Pageant
printed in full, for the use of players.
Rehearsals began about April 1. Completed Pageant
‘“‘Leaves of the Tree’ printed for distribution.”
JARED BUTLER STANDISH,
Chairman of Programme Committee.
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