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SAVE THE DATES  

It’s that time again! Wethersfield Historical Society will 
host the 14th annual Taste of Wethersfield™ benefit Sat-
urday, April 6, 2019 from 7:00-9:00 pm at the Wethersfield 
Museum in the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center.  Do 
not miss the tastiest time in town!  Enjoy lively musical 
entertainment while you immerse yourself in the in-
spired dishes from some of the best restaurants and ca-
terers in the Greater Hartford community. 
Participating restaurants and vendors 
include Ascot Catering, Bourassa Cater-
ing & Events, Cafe Louise, Carbone’s Ris-
torante, Carmela’s Pasta Shop, Edo Ichi, 
El Pollo Guapo, Lucky Lou’s Bar & Grill, 
Old Wethersfield Country Store, Pasta 
Vita, Puerto Vallarta Newington, River, 
a Waterfront Bar and Grill, ShopRite of 
East Hartford and Manchester, The Cove Deli, Utsav, 
Village Pizza, and Vito’s Restaurant. Savor a variety of 
great wines and beers that pair well with the food tast-
ings and put in your bid for some of the great items at 
our silent auction. Celebrate with friends and try new 
things at this fun event that helps fund Wethersfield His-
torical Society’s free or low cost educational and cultural 

programming for children and adults. Generous corpo-
rate sponsors include ShopRite of Manchester & East 
Hartford, A.H. Hutchinson Landscaping, City Fish 
Market, D’Esopo Funeral Chapel, Double A Veterinary 
Hospital, Gove Restoration, Mendoza and Associates, 
Barry, Harvey & Later, and Wethersfield Travel. For one 
price, attendees gain access to all the food and drink at 

the event.  General admission tickets are $30 
when purchased in advance through Friday, 
April 5th at 4:00 pm.  They can be purchased 
online at www.wethersfieldhistory.org, or by 
mailing a check or coming in person to our 
administrative offices at 150 Main Street, 
Wethersfield, CT 06109 from 10am-4pm 
Tuesday through Friday. General admission 
tickets can also be purchased at the door for 

$35.  Patron tickets can be purchased online at www.
wethersfieldhistory.org, via mail or in person at the ad-
ministrative offices at 150 Main Street for $55. Patrons 
enjoy early admission at 6:00 pm with full access to the 
food, drink and entertainment, as well as a special prize 
drawing just for them. 
This event is only open to attendees 21 and over.

VOLUNTEER POTLUCK– April 24      ANNUAL MEETING – May 14     HERITAGE WEEKEND – May 25

JOIN US FOR THE
 14th ANNUAL TASTE OF WETHERSFIELD!
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Amy Northrop Wittorff,
Executive Director

FORECAST:  Gratitude
Dear WHS Members,
       In past Forecasts, I have written about how we are embrac-
ing change here at Wethersfield Historical Society.  We have 
completed our strategic planning project for the society, work-
ing to identify the best course for our organization in the com-
ing years.  Your Governing Board members 
studied our buildings, programs, and devel-
opment activities to plan for the most re-
sponsible stewardship of our assets and the 
best way to continue to effectively fulfill our 
organizational mission in the 21st century. 
We have begun to take steps toward this 
goal, and that has included the hard deci-
sion to sell the Captain James Francis House.
     While we are all sad to see Francis House leave WHS, we are 
happy that we will be handing it over in good condition to once 
again be home to a Wethersfield family, the purpose it was built 
for. Please read Dorene Ciarcia’s reminiscences about the Fran-
cis House further on in this issue.     
     We are looking forward to a busy season coming up.  Taste of 
Wethersfield will be enjoying its 14th year on April 6, and will 
be better than ever with the finest restaurants, wine, beer and 
spirit vendors, a fantastic silent auction and expanded seating 
options.  We have a full schedule of walking tours planned, as 
well as our popular community events for Wethersfield Heri-
tage Weekend on Memorial Day weekend, and our Keeney 
Koolers concerts in July.  We are also planning a new commu-
nity exhibit for the fall featuring wedding traditions in Wethers-
field. If you have a wedding tradition you would like to share, 
please contact me at 860.529.7656 or amy.wittorff@wethersfield-
history.org.        
   As always, our success, and our service to the community 
is made possible by the support of our members, volunteers 
and donors. Thank you for all you do for the society, and I look 
forward to seeing you this coming season. 
      
       With warm regards,
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JOIN US FOR SPRING WALKING TOURS!
 All tours are $5; free to members. Reservations recommended.  In the event of rain, tours are cancelled.

Walk Around Old Wethersfield 
  with Dorene Ciarcia

Tour Old Wethersfield learning about 
the architecture and the people who 

lived there long ago. 
Meet in front of the Keeney Center.

Thursdays 
May 9, July 18, Sept 12  6:00 pm

Saturdays 
May 11, July 20, Sept 14 10:00 am

Burying Ground Tours 
  with Martha Smart

Learn about gravestone carvers and customs, as well 
as stories of some of the people buried there. 

Meet at the red barn in the First Church parking lot.
There will be a special tour on Saturday, May 25 at 3:00 pm 

in conjunction with Wethersfield Heritage Weekend 
featuring soldiers’ graves. 

Thursdays 
 June 6, September 5, and October 10 1:00 pm-2:30pm

Saturdays 
June 8, September 7, October 12  10:00 am-11:30am

MEET OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS!
Greetings to the Wethersfield 
Historical Society. My name 
is Kevin J. Andersen and 
it was my privilege to take 
over from the departing Beth 
Thompson as your Program 
Coordinator at the tail end of 
September 2018. I have met 

many of you in person over the past six months 
and I look forward to adding many more faces 
to go with the names I see on your membership 
renewals as time goes by. I have been a lifelong 
resident of the state of Connecticut, raised in South 
Windsor, educated at the University of Hartford’s 
Hartt School, and currently reside in Bloomfield 
with my wife of 27 years, soprano and peda-
gogue, Nancy Andersen, who you may know 
from the years she spent singing at Wethersfield’s 
own First Church of Christ.

I am excited to be a part of the many vibrant and 
exciting events produced, sponsored, or hosted 
by the society. It was a treat to be introduced to 
my first Old Wethersfield Craft Fair on the third 
day of my official employment and I’m eagerly 
anticipating my first Taste of Wethersfield, my first 
Wethersfield Heritage Weekend, my first Keeney 
Koolers, and all the other firsts yet to come.

In addition to my work with the society, I current-
ly sing professionally with a variety of ensembles 
throughout the state, notably Hartford’s Cathedral 
of Saint Joseph’s Schola Cantorum, Torrington’s
Gaudeamus, the Greater Middletown Chorale 
and their chamber choir Alchemy, the Emanuel 
Synagogue’s High Holiday Choir, and the New 
Haven Chorale.

Business development expert Jill Fletcher has 
lived on Main Street in Wethersfield since 1993. 
Jill has wide experience in business development, 
marketing and entrepreneurship.  She’s helped 
for-profit and not-for-profit organizations in so-
cial welfare, the arts, technology, manufacturing, 
and journalism.  Other specialties include book 
editing, social media promotion, and special 

event planning/management.  She is a board member of The 
Connecticut Alliance to End Sexual Violence, the Association of 
Continuity Professionals of Connecticut and is an adviser to The 
Connecticut Forum.  She is also a long-time, very engaged resident of 
the Town of Wethersfield.   

“I love living here, it is a true walking village with a strong community. 
Many of the area restaurant and shop owners recognize my husband 
and me by sight and name.  We actually held our wedding reception 
at the Keeney Center in 1992.  

Over the years, it has always been pleasant returning to the Keeney 
Ballroom to vote and for town meetings and community events like 
the premiere of the Hallmark movie. It is Main Street USA when I can 
go out my front door to see a parade go by.

I look forward to contributing to the mission of the Wethersfield 
Historical Society by helping others “make their own history” at our 
facility with weddings and other milestone events. I am thrilled to be 
able to share the sense of place I call home with residents and visitors, 
applying my skills for growing an organization to the needs of our 
nonprofit and promoting our town.  I encourage and invite anyone in 
need of meeting space for their event to contact me to schedule a tour 
and be part of town history, as well.

 The Keeney Memorial Cultural Center provides a unique experience 
for attendees while supporting the Historical Society’s work in pre-
serving Wethersfield’s important assets for generations to come.
 Jill.fletcher@wethersfieldhistory.org. 860.529.7161.
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HERITAGE WEEKEND: 
Start summer with a bang, and mark your calendars for the 

6th annual Wethersfield Heritage Weekend!
Saturday, May 25, 2019 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center

A WARM WELCOME TO NEW 
MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED 

THE SOCIETY IN RECENT MONTHS!

SEE YOU AT THE ANNUAL VOLUNTEER POTLUCK 
Bring your favorite dish to our annual Volunteer Potluck! This year’s event for our wonderful 
volunteers will be held on Wednesday, April 24, 5-7 pm in the Keeney Ballroom.  If you have 
a friend interested in volunteering, bring them along! Contact the society office at 860.529.7656 
and let us know what you are planning to bring. We look forward to seeing you there!

Come for the Town’s annual Memorial Day 
Parade and stay for all of the activities in Old 
Wethersfield! At the Keeney Center, Wethers-
field’s own Second Continental Light Dra-
goons, Sheldon’s Horse will be on hand along 
with Revolutionary War cannons, foot soldiers, 
crafters and maritime reenactors from the 
Crew of the Raven to celebrate Wethersfield’s 
history.  Our neighboring museum and shops 
will also be hosting activities. The Keeney 
Center will be open 10 – 4 on Saturday and 
1 – 4 on Sunday with our award winning ex-
hibit Castle on the Cove: the Connecticut State 
Prison and Wethersfield and Wethersfield’s 
Kevin the Turkey: Photos by George Savic. 
The Hurlbut-Dunham House will open for its 
summer season with special early hours from 
10 – 4 on Saturday, and our Cove Warehouse 
Maritime Museum at Cove Park will be open 
1 - 4. Both museums will be open from 1 – 4 
on Sunday and on weekends throughout the 
summer. Remember, regular admission to all 
of our museums is absolutely free, so come out 
and celebrate your community’s heritage!

Sue Grossman
Patrick and Susan Hayes
Ron and Pamela Kisielewski
James and Karen Memmott
Richard and Jessica Tyrol
John and Jennifer Wolf
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KEENEY KOOLERS FREE SUMMER CONCERTS

Join us for a fun summer of 
musical entertainment at our 
free outdoor Keeney Koolers 
concerts!  Concerts are held 
Tuesday evenings at 6:30 pm 
on the front lawn of the Keeney 
Memorial Cultural Center, 200 
Main Street. Bring a blanket 
and a picnic supper, relax and 
enjoy the sounds of some great 
Connecticut talent! In the event 
of rain, the concerts will be held 
in the ballroom of the Keeney 
Center. 

Many thanks to the Robert 
Allan Keeney Memorial Fund 
at the Hartford Foundation for 
Public Giving for supporting 
this series. July 9:  Ed Fast and Conga Bop - Afro-Cuban 

influenced rhythms and hard-bop harmony fused 
to create unique, soulful originals and 
creatively arranged jazz standards.
July 16: Chat Noir takes European style 
cafe music to the next level! 
Their groove consists of clarinet, guitar, 
accordion, and bass offering everything 
from gypsy swing to Italian standards.
July 23: Number Nine band is back 
with their popular interpretations
of Beatles music.



he Captain James 
Francis house will always 
be a special place to me.  

As a high school student, I saw 
an ad in the Wethersfield Post:  
Docents Needed.  I didn’t know 
what a docent was, but I was 
interested in historic homes, so 
I called Wethersfield Historical 
Society to learn more.  The late 
WHS curator Lisa Broberg re-
turned my call, and she was full 
of enthusiasm. WHS was look-
ing for docents – who I learned 
were volunteer tour guides - at 
the Francis house on weekends.  
Would I be interested in being 
one?
     Being a history buff, even in 
my teenage years, I was eager to 
accept.  I was fortunate to join the 
likes of fellow tour guides and 
amateur historians Carol Bruce, 
Alice Sheremeta, and the late 
Ross DeMay and Pat Bangs to 
learn about and tell the story of 
the Francis House.  Thus began 
my decades-long association 
with Wethersfield Historical 
Society.
     The Francis House told not 
only the history of Wethersfield, 
but of one extended family from 
1793 until 1969.  Captain James 

Francis, master woodworker and 
craftsman, built the house for 
himself and his wife Pamela, on 
land given to him by his father 
Timothy.  The Francis family papers 
contain that original deed from 
father to son, which describes: 
“one certain…parcel of land 
lying in said Wethersfield at the 
southeast corner of my home-
stead containing half an acre…
together with the new dwelling 
house….”  
     James and Pamela raised 
their five children in the house.  
It stands as a witness to their 
everyday lives, and still contains 
the artifacts of daily 18th century 
life, in addition to cherished fam-
ily treasures.  Clarissa Francis, 
one of their daughters, was quite 
artistic; the sampler she stitched 
hangs in her parents’ bedroom 
and lists the family names and 
birth dates.  Clarissa’s imagina-
tion also led her to create and 
paint a Francis family coat of 
arms which hangs in the dining 
room today.
     The house eventually passed 
to youngest daughter Maria and 
her family, and from there to var-
ious cousins.  One of last cousins 
to live there, Mary Strong, passed 

away in the late 1960s and 
another distant Francis cousin, 
Chauncey Stillman, inherited it.  
Mr. Stillman and his daughters in 
turn donated the house to WHS.
     Society stalwarts Eleanor Buck 
Wolfe, Anne Kuckro, and Buz 
Willard – among many others 
– set about restoring the home.  
The restoration philosophy for 
buildings in the 1970s differs 
from that of today; the plan they 
followed restored each room to 
a different time period, with the 
kitchen, office, and downstairs 
bedroom showing the late 18th 
century, while the other rooms 
on both floors ranged from the 
1820s dining room to the1880s 
Victorian parlor to Mary Strong’s 
1920s Eastlake bedroom (usually 
the favorite room in the house for 
docents and visitors alike for its 
many windows and bright and 
cheery Eastlake style furniture, 

The Captain 
    James Francis House

 by Dorene Ciarcia

T
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from which the room received its 
name).
     Once restored, WHS sought 
to find a purpose for the house. 
Connecticut is rich with 18th 
century homes, and the Francis 
House, while possessing an inter-
esting history, was one of many.   
Its location - “off the beaten path” 
on Hartford Avenue - didn’t 
enjoy much foot traffic, and visi-
tation was low.  Special events 
at Christmas and Open House 
Day brought visitors to see the 
house, and they were always 
delighted to learn about the his-
tory of a long-ago Wethersfield 
family.  Unfortunately, interest in 
the home outside of these special 
events waned, and when the 
society recently took stock of its 
properties, a discussion was held 
about the future of the Francis 
house.   The conclusion was the 
house would be best served if 

sold and returned to its status as 
a family home.
     While the decision to sell the 
Francis House is bittersweet for 
me and for others, it’s important 
to remember that for over 175 
years, the Francis house was a 
family home, not a museum. It 
was built by a master craftsman 
for his family – a working class 
Wethersfield family that relied on 
carpentry and cultivated the land 
for their livelihood.   They enter-
tained neighbors; tended to their 
rose gardens and apple trees; and 
gave the house life.  We’ve come 
full circle, and the house will be 
a home to a new Wethersfield 
family.    
     Wethersfield Historical Society 
has been an excellent steward of 
the house for fifty years, not only 
curating the original restoration 
but maintaining its character and 
structural integrity.  The house 

is now ready for a family who is 
interested in the challenge and 
responsibility of bringing an an-
tique home into the 21st century.     
     WHS will keep many of the 
collections that are currently 
in the home, including James 
Francis’s desk and carpentry 
tools; Clarissa Francis’s sampler 
and coat of arms; Maria Francis’s 
straw bonnets, for which she was 
well-known; and the highboy 
and secretary in the Victorian 
Parlor, among other Francis fam-
ily possessions. Future exhibits 
will tell the Francis story to new 
generations who will be able to 
see and experience the family’s 
treasured possessions.
     Many years have passed 
since that day I first spoke with 
Lisa Broberg about becoming a 
docent.  I’ve served many other 
roles with the society in the inter-
vening years but being a Francis 
House tour guide will always 
hold a special meaning for me.  
It is with great enthusiasm that 
I look forward to watching the 
next phase of the Francis House 
story unfold in the coming weeks 
and months.
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Our beautiful Brick Court has been in-
stalled, but bricks are still available to be 
added! A new group will be installed this 
Spring. Use the order form below, and don’t 
miss your chance to make your lasting 
mark on Wethersfield’s history! 

Bricks are $150 each, and may be engraved 
with up to 3 lines. Each line allows for 
a maximum of 13 characters, including 
spaces. Please complete this order form and 
mail with your check to the address below.   

Bricks will be engraved in the style shown 
here. For orders of multiple bricks, please make copies of this 
form.   Your donation helps support the ongoing historic 
preservation efforts of Wethersfield Historical Society. 

    Thank you! 

 	
Name: ____________________________________________________   Date: ____________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________    

Phone: ________________________    Email: _____________________________________________	

Please make checks payable to Wethersfield Historical Society
 and note “commemorative bricks.”

Mail to Wethersfield Historical Society Brick Project, 
150 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109.  
Please call 860.529.7656 with questions. 

Keeney Center Rear Entrance Court Bricks Still Available!

Please use one letter or space per block. Do not count punctuation
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MATCHING GIFT PROGRAMS:
Are you making a gift to Wethersfield Historical Society? The society is eligible for matching gifts from 
many employers. Contact your employer for details on how to obtain a matching gift. Thank you!

SEASONAL PROPERTIES TO OPEN
The Hurlbut-Dunham House and Cove Warehouse Maritime Museum will be opening for the 2019 
season on Saturday, May 25 through October 6. The hours of operation are Saturdays and Sundays
1-4 pm.  Admission is free.

VOLUNTEERS AND DOCENTS NEEDED
We want YOU!  The society is always looking for new volunteers!  Whether you like helping with 
events, baking, helping with administrative work or being a docent at the Keeney Memorial Cultural 
Center, you are welcome!  Docent shifts are three hours long, available Tuesday-Sunday with flex-
ible schedules. Meet new people, learn about Wethersfield’s history, be able to serve your community 
and have fun, too! If you are interested in learning more, contact the office at 860.529.7656 or society@
wethersfieldhistory.org

ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER
Mark your calendars! The Society’s annual meeting and dinner will be held on Tuesday, May 14.  
The evening will begin at 5:30 pm with a reception in the Rotary Room. Dinner will be served in Keeney 
Hall at 6:30 pm and the Annual Meeting will follow at about 7:30 pm.  The Director and President will 
report on the state of the society and the activities and accomplishments of the past year, June 2018-
May 2019. Details will follow in the mail. This is always an enjoyable and informative meeting, so even if 
you cannot attend the dinner, please plan to come to the Annual Meeting and cast your vote.

CONNECTICUT 
OPEN HOUSE DAY 
In conjunction with the Connecticut 
Office of Tourism’s 15th annual 
Connecticut Open House Day, 
the Hurlbut-Dunham House and 
Cove Warehouse will be open on 
Saturday, June 8 from 12-4 pm.  
The Wethersfield Museum at the 
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center 
will be open 10-4 pm. This one-day 
state-wide event is designed to 
offer opportunities for visitors to 
experience all Connecticut has to 
offer in the world of history, art and 
tourism.  Admission is free.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Mike Munroe
“I began volunteering at Wethersfield Historical Society 
in November 2016. My love of history and my recent 
retirement made me interested in joining WHS. When 
my wife and I moved to Old Wethersfield in 2017 it 
further drove my interest in the history of Wethersfield. 
It was very easy to become a volunteer and the train-
ing was fun and informative. I was quickly accepted 
by the other volunteers and staff. The best part of being 
a volunteer is working together as a team to promote 
and educate people about the history of Wethersfield. 
I learned the importance of Wethersfield in state and 
national history dating back to its founding in 1634. 
I am involved in a wide range of activities at WHS 
including being a docent, local education programs, 
and community outreach. I thoroughly enjoy meeting 
people from all over the world that choose Wethersfield 
as a vacation destination. I would highly recommend 
people who love history and meeting people to become 
a WHS volunteer. I feel that I have found another “fam-
ily” in my early retirement years.” 
     – Mike Munroe

n In addition to his volunteer 
work with WHS, Mike also 
volunteers for the Hartford Urban 
Alliance, the Crossroads Connect 
Cathedral Food Pantry, Hartford 
City Missions and World Vision.  
At WHS, in addition to serving 
as a Governing Board member 
and on several committees, Mike 
is always on hand to help with 
school programs, tours, projects, 
and events.  He is the welcom-
ing face at our Cove Warehouse 
Maritime Museum almost every 
weekend in the summer, and 
the enthusiastic greeter at our 
major public events like the Old 
Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair 
and Holidays on Main. Mike 
exudes joy in all of his volunteer 
work, and that joy is infectious. 
We are extremely glad to have 
him in our WHS family!

 – Amy Northrop Wittorff, 
     Executive Director. 
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Wethersfield Public Schools Family Learning Program
This program is for infants, toddlers, preschoolers and their parents who speak English as Second Lan-
guage. This year the program includes families from El Salvador, Peru, Syria, the Sudan and Japan. In 
early January, WHS Educator/Exhibitions Coordinator Kaitlyn Oberndorfer brought “Colonial Games” 
to a weekday session of this program. Many of the participants shared that they have similar games in 
their home country. Kim Bobin, Family & Early Learning Coordinator for the Town of Wethersfield 
commented, “at a time when our country is so divided it was refreshing to see how much different 
cultures have in common with our own!” We are very happy to share these photos taken by Jeanine 
Berasi, Paraeducator at Wethersfield Transitions Academy.  As part of our mission, Wethersfield Histori-
cal Society wants to focus on things we all share that can help connect us as a community, and it is our 
pleasure to be able to participate in this program!



April 6	 Taste of Wethersfield Fundraiser, Keeney Memorial Cultural Center
May 9, 11 	 Walk Around Old Wethersfield, meet in front of Keeney Center, 200 Main St.
May 25	 Wethersfield Heritage Weekend, Keeney Memorial Cultural Center
May 25	 Special Heritage Weekend Burying Ground Tour 
May 25 	 Hurlbut-Dunham House & Cove Warehouse Maritime Museum open
June 6, 8 	 Burying Ground Tour, meet at the red barn in the First Church parking lot, 250 Main St.
July 9		  Keeney Koolers Free Outdoor Concert Series: Ed Fast & Conga Bop
July 16 	 Keeney Koolers Free Outdoor Concert Series: Chat Noir (Gypsy Jazz) 
July 18, 20	 Walk Around Old Wethersfield, meet in front of Keeney Center, 200 Main St.  
July 23	 Keeney Koolers Free Outdoor Concert Series: Number Nine
Sept. 5, 7	 Burying Ground Tour, meet at the red barn in the First Church parking lot, 250 Main St. 
Sept. 12, 14	 Walk Around Old Wethersfield, meet in front of Keeney Center, 200 Main St.
Oct. 5		  Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair
Oct. 10, 12	 Burying Ground Tour, meet at the red barn in the First Church parking lot, 250 Main St.
Oct. 18, 19	 11th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours
Dec.7, 8	 Hurlbut-Dunham House open for holiday tours

       Like us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/WethersfieldHistory/

CALENDAR of EVENTS

Wethersfield Historical Society
150 Main Street
Wethersfield CT 06109
Website: www.wethersfieldhistory.org
E-mail: society@wethersfieldhistory.org
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