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Wethersfield Wedding Traditions
New Exhibit Now Through – March 15, 2020

    Wethersfield has come a long way since 
1901 when Emily Eggleston was married 
at the home of her parents at Wells’ Quar-
ter. Since then, many more families have 
joined the Wethersfield community bring-
ing a rich variety of traditions with them.
    The common threads that tie all wed-
dings together are love, family and hope 
for the future. In this community collabor-
ative exhibit, wedding gowns and accesso-
ries from the historical society’s collection 
and a variety of clothing and mementos on 
loan from our community members will 
celebrate traditions surrounding the wed-
dings that have built new families for our 
community, past and present.    

      Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours
The 10th anniversary edition of the Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours will be presented 
on Friday and Saturday evenings, October 18th and 19th (rain date 20th).  Our characters this 

year are a retrospective drawn from the favorites of tours in years past – some from the recent past and some 
from tours 20 years ago.  As always, they are people from three centuries of Wethersfield history who lived 
and worked in town and contributed in their own ways to the heritage of our community.  Tickets are on sale 
now at the Old Academy and online on our website at wethersfieldhistory.org.  Buy them early as these tours 
always sell out!  Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours are made possible through generous support from the 
Robert Allan Keeney Memorial Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, Shop-Rite of Manchester 
and East Hartford, and members of Wethersfield Historical Society.  

AND SAVE THE DATE:  Wethersfield House Tour next June 13th
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Amy Northrop Wittorff,
Executive Director

FORECAST:  Sustainability
Dear WHS Members,
       We live in increasingly challenging times, 
and as I have mentioned previously, Wethers-
field Historical Society is working to ensure 
that we will continue to effectively 
pursue our mission to preserve and 
promote Wethersfield’s history and 
culture to inspire people today and 
tomorrow far into the future.   
     Your Governing Board has been 
hard at work this summer studying 
issues that face the society, and creating strate-
gies to tackle them. Some decisions have been 
difficult, but many include exciting prospects for 
the future. You will hear more about this work in 
the coming months – be assured, WHS could not 
be in better hands as we navigate our way in the 
21st century.  
     Meanwhile, Autumn is here, and with it a 
new crop of happenings at Wethersfield Histori-
cal Society, including a new exhibit, our 38th 
Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair and 
our 10th Anniversary Old Wethersfield Lantern 
Light Tours. Plans are well underway for a stel-
lar Wethersfield House Tour next June 13th, so 
save the date! As always, all of these events are 
made possible through the hard work of our 
member volunteers, and the financial support of 
our donors. Thank you!
       With warm regards,
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MEET OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS!
My name is Kristina Oschmann 
and I started as Visitor Services 
Coordinator in April, and am 
now the Society’s full time Cura-
tor. I am a Connecticut native 
who loves history and preserv-
ing our cultural heritage! I am 
graduate of Central Connecticut 
State University’s Public History 
program, and I have previously 
worked at several wonderful 
museums in Connecticut.  I en-

courage you to explore in your own back yard, and to re-engage 
with historic sites and landmarks—to make memories, and to 
keep these sites relevant today! I love how walkable and commu-
nity driven Wethersfield is, and love the town’s commitment to 
historic preservation.

I can’t wait to immerse myself in Wethersfield’s history through 
various collection and exhibition projects. I’m sure many of you 
have interesting Wethersfield history stories, and I’d love to hear 
them! I am excited to continue to work with our volunteers and 
the community on the many programs we put on each year, and 
hope that we can do even more to inspire the people of today and 
tomorrow! I hope to build our volunteer workforce because we 
love the variety of experience you bring to our organization!

My favorite hobby is travel, and I have been fortunate enough to 
visit a variety of places with fantastic communities and heritage. 
In my spare time I volunteer at the humane society, where I help 
make animals comfortable in the shelter until they find their 
furever homes.

Greetings! My name 
is Gillie Johnson and I 
am thrilled to take on 
the position of Mu-
seum Educator here 
at the Wethersfield 
Historical Society. Born 
and raised in Hartford, 
I am a lifelong Con-
necticut resident and 
a lover of Connecticut 
history. 

In 2009, my love of history inspired me to become a 
volunteer tour guide at the Soldiers & Sailors Memo-
rial Arch. As a tour guide, I love meeting people from 
across the state and across the country and sharing 
with them the history and artistry of this architectural 
gem.

In 2016, I graduated from Brown University with a 
Master’s Degree in history. Since then, I have loved 
teaching students of all ages as an education intern at 
Connecticut Landmarks and a substitute teacher at 
Northwest Catholic High School.

My favorite things to do in my free time are figure 
skating, reading classic works of fiction, and honing 
my knowledge of the Spanish language. I am cur-
rently enjoying Sir Walter Scott’s Talisman.   

     This August, the Hurlbut Dunham house was once again adorned with Christmas decorations as the cast and produc-
tion crew from Synthetic Cinema International returned to Old Wethersfield to make another holiday movie. Hair/Make- 
Up/Wardrobe, actors’ dressing rooms, a pop up production office and the endless delivery of supplies, snacks, and meals 
had the Keeney Center open from 6 AM ‘til midnight many days during the filming. 
      The Lifetime film, Rediscovering Christmas will air December 15th at 8PM and Wethersfield Historical Society will once 
again host a premiere showing in the Keeney Ballroom. Building on the success of last year’s event, attendees will experi-
ence even more Christmas cheer! Look for familiar faces of WHS volunteers who were extras in the film, and crafters from 
the Old Wethersfield Arts and Crafts fair that were recruited for a mock Christmas market filmed at Heirloom Market at 
Comstock Ferre. 
      Stay tuned for more details surrounding the showing at the Keeney Center. 

“REDISCOVERING CHRISTMAS”  MOVIE PREMIER
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Wethersfield Heritage Weekend
On Saturday, May 25, Wethersfield Historical Society 
properties the Hurlbut-Dunham House and the Cove 
Warehouse Maritime Museum opened for their summer 
season in conjunction with Wethersfield Heritage Week-
end. In observance of the Memorial Day holiday, the town 
began with the Annual Memorial Day Parade down Main 
Street, culminating in a ceremony recognizing the sacrifice 
of Wethersfield’s veterans at the Old Burying Ground. The 
society followed suit with a tribute to Robert Allan Kee-
ney, who served aboard the U.S.S. Indianapolis during the 
closing days of WWII. A wreath was laid on the building 
that bears his name and a Libation Ceremony practiced by 
George Washington and the Continental Army in memory 
of fallen comrades was performed by Captain Sal Tarantino 
of the Second Continental Light Dragoons. All veterans in 
attendance were invited to participate.

Dragoon’s Captain  Sal Tarantino leads assembled veterans in the Libation Ceremony.

Arden Adamo and Mike Munroe place a 
memorial wreath at the Keeney entrance.

A Busy Spring and Summer at Wethersfield Historical Society

Later in the day, Captain 
Tarantino and the 2nd 
Continental Light Dragoons 
offered a demonstration of 
horsemanship and what was 
expected of the cavalry in 
the 18th century as he trains 
a recruit in the use of the sa-
ber. Sadly, as of this writing, 
Captain Tarantino’s horse, 
Prince, has passed away at 
the age of 34 years. The Society offers our sincere condolences to 
Captain Tarantino and the 2nd Continental Light Dragoons.
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In 2018 the Executive Director and Governing Board of Wethersfield Historical Society (WHS) have continued to work to 
strengthen the society’s capacity and broaden its reach to the community. WHS’s strength is its hard working board and 
staff and the excellent support received from member volunteers and community partners. Thanks to this hard work WHS 
continued to fulfill its mission “to preserve and promote Wethersfield’s history and culture to inspire people today and 
tomorrow” in its 86th year.  
 
Public programs in 2018 included the Keeney Cultural Series with concerts by Goza, the Band of Steady Habits and the 
Jolly Beggars. WHS again collaborated with Friends of Cedar Hill Cemetery to present a lecture on Mark Twain and the 
Supernatural, and Connecticut’s Notable Trees.  WHS also collaborated with the Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum to 
present a lecture by author and architect Duo Dickinson on his book A Home Called New England: A Celebration of 
Hearth and History.  
 
WHS held a successful summer season of programming with a very successful Wethersfield Heritage Weekend 
featuring over 60 reenactors, and three Keeney Koolers free concerts featuring Tirebiter, Number 9, and 
Latanya Farrell. Educator Jessica Dean provided children’s craft activities before each concert. The Hurlbut-
Dunham House and Cove Warehouse Maritime Museum were open weekends free of charge from Memorial 
Day through Columbus Day, and the Francis House was also open on CT Open House Day. WHS is grateful to 
volunteers Dorene Ciarcia and Martha Smart for continuing to present their Walk Around Old Wethersfield and 
Ancient Burying Ground (respectively) walking tours in the spring and fall. 
 
WHS’ year of public programming included three successful temporary exhibits: Kevin the Turkey: Photos by 
George Savic, an exhibit of paintings of Wethersfield from artist Ron Abbe and a collaborative exhibit, 
Holidays of Wethersfield’s World, celebrating our community’s diversity.  The 2018 Old Wethersfield Lantern 
Light Tours, Wethersfield Business People sold out as it has in years past. WHS once again enjoyed a very busy 
Holidays on Main evening with a homemade cookie sale courtesy of our volunteers.  
 
In late September and early October 2018, Synthetic Cinema, a film production company based in Rocky Hill, 
filmed parts of the Hallmark movie Christmas on Honeysuckle Lane at the Hurlbut-Dunham House and Keeney 
Center, as well as other locations in Old Wethersfield.  The Keeney Center was also used as the production 
company’s command center with dressing rooms and food service for the cast and crew.  Local residents were 
surprised to see the Keeney front lawn covered with “snow” on October 1.  There was much interest in the 
filming, as well as in the movie.  In response to local demand, WHS held a premiere party and projected the 
broadcast of the movie on the screen in Keeney Hall on November 24.  There was a capacity crowd of 180 
people that evening. In lieu of admission, attendees were asked to bring an unwrapped toy for the Town’s toy 
drive, or a donation for the Wethersfield Food Bank.      
 
School Programs in 2018 included an active schedule of both site visit and in-classroom programs as part of our 
partnership with the Wethersfield Studies Program at Wethersfield High School. Educator/Exhibitions 
Coordinator Jessica Dean organized an extensive field trip with multiple workshops for students from Hanmer 
School, and held a day long American Heritage BSA badge program for our local Boy Scout Troop.   WHS 
again present the award-winning Colonial Experience Day for Portland Middle School. Wethersfield Public 
Schools continued to receive free school programs. A total of 1,435 students were served in 2018. 



2018 Wethersfield 
Historical Society 

 
 
GOVERNING BOARD 
President, Elaine St. Onge 
Vice President, Beverly J. Lucas 
Secretary,C. Michael O’Halloran  
Treasurer, Michael Mendoza 
Bruce Bockstael  
Dorene Ciarcia  
Thomas J. Gworek 
Nancy Kotchko  
Jeffrey Kotkin  
Michael Munroe 
William S. Philbrick  
Raul A. Rodriguez 
 
 
ADVISORY BOARD 
Seymour A. Adil  
Patricia H. Allen  
Carolyn K. Bedula  
Adriane H. Beller  
Cynthia A. Brown  
Robert L. Fisher  
Brendan T. Flynn  
Lyle T. Fulton  
Gloria G. Gworek  
Lee G. Kuckro  
Richard C. Mahoney  
Dorcas M. McHugh  
John M. Oblak  
John W. Oldham, Jr. 
Judith C. Parker  
Richard W. Peplau  
Howard A. Willard, Jr. 
Sarah E. Wood  
Edward A. Zito 
 
STAFF 
Executive Director:  
   Amy Northrop Wittorff 
Program Coord.: Beth Thompson 
Keeney Rental & Events Coord.:  
  Roberta L. Simpson 
Visitor Services Coord.:  
  Christina Nhean 
Educator: Jessica Dean 
Bookkeeper: Mary Procyk 
Security: C. Carcio, Evan 
Dougherty, J. Quinn 
Weekend Guides: Jena DeMaio,  
  Nichole DiBenedetto, Romano 
  Ghirlanda, David Johnston,  
  Shannon LaPoint, Gabriela 
  Rizzo-Velez, Katharine Seelye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Director’s Annual Report (Continued from Page 1) 
 

 
Wethersfield Historical Society continued to provide ongoing care to its antique buildings in 
2018. Tasks included plumbing repairs at the Hurlbut-Dunham and Francis Houses and 
HVAC repairs at the Keeney Center. The society would like to thank the Town of 
Wethersfield for its invaluable assistance HVAC and other repairs at the Keeney Memorial 
Cultural Center and the Old Academy.  
 
The society undertook an ambitious schedule of fundraising events in 2018 beginning with 
Taste of Wethersfield in April. 100% of the rights for the Old Wethersfield Craft Fair were 
purchased from the former show managers, and the event was reimagined as the Old 
Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair, organized by new show manager Kate Ebner. Held on the 
last Saturday in September, to avoid Columbus Day Weekend, which fell early in 2018, this 
event enjoyed perfect weather and was a resounding success, with a net income of over 
$16,000.  The Cemetery Decoration fundraiser continued with thanks again to past Board 
member Dave Kelly and the Village Cemetery Association. In 2018 the society undertook 
the construction of the commemorative brick court outside the rear entrance of the Keeney 
Center, designed by Architect and Board member Bruce Bockstael.  Over 160 bricks were 
purchased, as well as two commemorative benches. This court is designed so additional 
commemorative bricks can be added as needed.   
 
The society received a Preservation Planning Grant from the State Historic Preservation 
Office, and together with funds from the Farmington Bank Community Foundation, the 
society was able to have the Wethersfield architectural firm of Moser, Pilon, Nelson produce 
a Historic Structures Report which will guide future restoration work on the Hurlbut-
Dunham House. The society also received a Strategic Technology Grant from the Hartford 
Foundation’s Nonprofit Support Program (NSP) in the amount of $24,000 to upgrade its 
website, computers, and security systems. Due to an unexpected six-month lag between the 
submission of the application for the Robert Allan Keeney Memorial Fund grant from the 
HFPG and its approval, WHS ended the fiscal year with $43,000 budget deficit. The society 
received the $50,000 grant in January of 2019. Between individual donations and 
fundraising events, the society’s generous member supporters contributed almost 40% of the 
organization’s budget in 2018.                                
 
2018 saw staff changes with the departure of Educator/Exhibition Coordinators Alyssa 
Butler and Jessica Dean, Program Coordinator Beth Thompson, and the retirement of Rental 
& Event Coordinator Roberta Simpson after 27 years of exemplary service. Roberta 
continues to volunteer as a front desk docent, a House Tour committee member, and for 
special events. Kevin Andersen joined the staff as the new Program Coordinator in October 
and Jill Fletcher took over for Roberta Simpson at the end of the year.  The society’s small 
staff is able to accomplish as much as it does with the steadfast support of volunteers who 
supply not only program support, but lend their professional expertise to the society to 
manage behind the scenes work that keeps the organization running and its buildings 
preserved.  WHS’ community partners make a major impact on the work the society is able 
to do in the community for schoolchildren and for the general public.  WHS is honored to 
join forces with them to continue to work toward the support of the Wethersfield community 
and its rich and varied heritage.        
 
Amy Northrop Wittorff 
Executive Director 
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 Mimi and Brendan Lynch  Todd and Beverly Lucas   James and Carol Hall 
 Robert and Amalie Montstream Mr. Peter Luchini    Mr. & Mrs.Paul 
 Char and Dick Peplau  Mimi and Brendan Lynch    Hendrickson 
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WHS Members Mike and Joan Munroe cutting a rug.

A Busy Spring and Summer at Wethersfield Historical Society
Keeney Koolers Concert Series 2019
On three consecutive Tuesday evenings in July, the Keeney Kool-
ers audience was treated to the sounds of first-rate Connecticut 
talent; Ed Fast & Conga Bop on July 9, Chat Noir on July 16, and 
Number Nine finishing things off on July 23. Fortunately, the 
weather held up for all three performances and the concerts were 
able to be held out of doors as intended. Number Nine was par-
ticularly pleased as two of their previous appearances on Keeney 
Koolers had to be moved inside to the Keeney Ballroom due to 
inclement weather. A special thanks are due to the Robert Allan 
Keeney Memorial Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving for their ongoing support of this annual favorite event. 
Kudos are also due WHS Governing Board President  Elaine St. 
Onge (at left) for being an excellent emcee, introducing the bands 
at all three concerts, and for representing Wethersfield Historical 
Society with such distinction.

Later in the day, Captain 
Tarantino and the 2nd 
Continental Light Dragoons 
offered a demonstration of 
horsemanship and what was 
expected of the cavalry in 
the 18th century as he trains 
a recruit in the use of the sa-
ber. Sadly, as of this writing, 
Captain Tarantino’s horse, 
Prince, has passed away at 
the age of 34 years. The Society offers our sincere condolences to 
Captain Tarantino and the 2nd Continental Light Dragoons.

Keeney Koolers kicked off with Ed Fast & Conga 
Bop and arguably the nicest weather of the season. 
Hard to say who was hotter; the sun or the hard 
bop/latin fusion coming from the stage.

Chat Noir cooled off an inordinately 
warm evening with the breezy sounds
of a Parisian café.

But the only band to really get them up and dancing 
in the aisles was Number Nine with their inspired 
take on the Beatles.



6

     Joanne Peltier began volunteering at Wethersfield 
Historical Society when her daughter in law suggested 
she get involved-- she was looking for something to do 
after she retired. Joanne decided to try it out, and has 
been with us ever since! She learned the ropes from 
a great trainer, Victoria Lombardi, when she started 
at the front desk, learning techniques for engaging 
visitors and how to explain the history offered in our 
galleries. 
     Joanne’s favorite part about volunteering is the 
interaction with our visitors—it’s the highlight of her 
shift! She likes taking the time to make sure she has 
answered their questions and helped to make their 
visit to Wethersfield memorable. Joanne has been 
very active in many of our special projects and events 
including Taste of Wethersfield, Holidays on Main, 
Lantern Light Tours, and the Old Wethersfield Arts 

and Crafts Fair. She loves helping out because she can 
spend time with her volunteer friends and be involved 
with the community. Joanne is a House Tour Commit-
tee member and has recruited several volunteers in her 
time with us!
     Joanne enjoys cooking dinners for her family and 
celebrating special occasions, especially when her twin 
granddaughters are in the kitchen with her. She also 
enjoys taking photographs and trips to the casino. 
Joanne is a movie buff who loves westerns and movies 
from the 30s, 40s, and 50s.
     Joanne always has a big friendly smile and an up-
beat attitude at all of her volunteer assignments.  She 
is a joy to work with and a great ambassador for our 
organization. We are so lucky to have her! 

– Amy Northrop Wittorff, Executive Director      

Volunteer Spotlight: Joanne Peltier
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MATCHING GIFT PROGRAMS
Are you making a gift to Wethersfield Historical Society? The society is eligible for 
matching gifts from many employers. Contact your employer for details on how to 
obtain a matching gift. Thank you!

DOCENTS NEEDED 
The Society is looking for volunteers to staff the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center. 
Three hour shifts are available Tuesday-Sunday during our open hours of 10 am to 4 
pm. We currently have a need for people who can work afternoon shifts and week-
end days. Schedules are flexible—volunteer once a week or a few times a month. 
Meet new people, learn about Wethersfield’s history, be able to serve your commu-
nity and have fun, too! If you are interested in learning more, contact Kristina Os-
chmann at 860.529.7161 or Kristina.Oschmann@wethersfieldhistory .

COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
WHS is fortunate to have received a Capacity Grant from CT Humanities to survey 
the furniture, agricultural equipment and clocks we have in our museums and stor-
age spaces to give us a better understanding of objects we have available for exhibit, 
ensure that objects are stored correctly, make space for objects that are coming to 
the Keeney Center from the Captain James Francis House, and to make new stor-
age space available for continued collection of objects that meet our collecting goals.  We 
are grateful to have Museum Consultant Betsy Fox working with our curator and collections 
committee to complete this year long project.

A WARM WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS WHO 
HAVE JOINED THE SOCIETY IN RECENT MONTHS!

Lorrie Adeyemi,  Joseph and Linda Brislin, Barbara Cass Pamboukes,  
Allen W. Churchill, Patricia Tiberio,  James Booth, Scott Kanaitis, 

Kathleen Kanya, Jane Lennox and Bryna O’Sullivan

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT WHS
Many of you reading this Almanac are already actively supporting WHS through 
your membership renewals and direct donations to the Annual Fund. In addition, 
there are other avenues available for you to help Wethersfield Historical Society. We 
participate in the Amazon “Smile” program and the Stop & Shop Giving Tag pro-
gram. There is also is the unique opportunity for planned giving afforded by the 
Adventurers Circle. For more information, please visit the Support Page on the Society 
website, www.wethersfieldhistory.org.
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Sept. 5, 7	 Burying Ground Tour, meet at the red barn in the First Church parking lot, 250 Main St.
Sept. 12, 14 	 Walk Around Old Wethersfield, meet in front of Keeney Center, 200 Main St.
Sept. 25	 Wethersfield Wedding Traditions Exhibit opens, Keeney Center, 200 Main St.
Oct. 5		  38th Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair, Cove Park
Oct. 6	             Lost in a Laughing-Gas World: The Life of Horace Wells, Michael Downs, 
                            Lecture Keeney Memorial Cultural Center, 200 Main St.
Oct. 10, 12	 Burying Ground Tour, meet at the red barn in the First Church parking lot, 250 Main St.
Oct. 13	 Cove Warehouse and Hurlbut-Dunham House close for the season
Oct. 18, 19	 12th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours, rain date Oct. 20
Nov. 12	 Bob Steele, On the Radio, Author Paul Hensler, Keeney Center, 200 Main St. 7 pm
Dec. 7, 8	 Hurlbut-Dunham House open for holiday tours
Dec. 14,15	 Hurlbut-Dunham House open for holiday tours
April 4, 2020   15th Annual Taste of Wethersfield
June 13, 2020   Triennial House Tour

       Like us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/WethersfieldHistory/

CALENDAR of EVENTS

Wethersfield Historical Society
150 Main Street
Wethersfield CT 06109
Website: www.wethersfieldhistory.org
E-mail: society@wethersfieldhistory.org
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