
ALMANAC
THE WETHERSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER n VOLUME 45 n NUMBER 3 n SPRING 2020

      ot on the heels of Valentine’s Day and on the “extra” day 
of the year courtesy of Leap Year (Saturday, February 
29 from 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm), Wethersfield Historical 

Society presents Traditions Carried Forward; a Bridal Showcase 
of Old Wethersfield in the ballroom of the Keeney Memorial 
Cultural Center (200 Main Street, Wethersfield) and in the elegant 
Hurlbut-Dunham House next door. This showcase will offer 
brides-to-be (and aspiring brides-to-be) a vision of all Wethers-
field has to offer to help make that special day the memory of a 
lifetime. Beginning with two uniquely “Wethersfield” venues 
- the Ballroom in the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center and the 
newly-available Hurlbut-Dunham House - Traditions Carried 
Forward presents the perfect canvas to assemble your event in one 
of newengland.com’s “Prettiest Winter Villages”. The historical 
society’s exhibit “Wethersfield Wedding Traditions” will be open 
during the showcase, featuring rare gowns from the 19th century 
and formal attire from around the world to provide inspiration 
from the past.
      Many local favorites are on the curated vendors list: Sammy’s 
BuyRite Liquors will offer tastings of carefully selected wines and 
champagne; Chimirri’s Italian Pastry Shoppe will be bringing 
a variety of wedding cakes to sample; Café Louise will be on 
hand to provide a delicious variety of foods from hors d’oeuvres 
to entrees sure to delight your palate and your guests; dee jay 
Chris Hookie of Sunshine Entertainment will be on hand to lead 

a dance workshop and provide the perfect soundtrack to keep 
things lively; photographer Cait Fletcher will have a variety of 
exclusive packages especially created for showcase attendees;  
Wethersfield Travel will be on site to assist with your honeymoon 
planning; and Larissa Lake and Co. founder, Larissa Lake will of-
fer a special hair and makeup demonstration. This is only a partial 
list of the vendors scheduled to attend.
      Traditions Carried Forward isn’t just for those with a wed-
ding in the near future. Anyone planning a social gathering of any 
size - a significant anniversary, a major birthday, or a party “just 
because” - should attend to see the wide variety of locally avail-
able services (and venues) to turn any event into a memorable 
occasion. 
       Wethersfield Historical Society members, their families, and 
friends are encouraged to attend this first opportunity to see 
our spaces dressed by area design and event experts.  Admis-
sion includes a variety of tastings, special offers and door prizes. 
All proceeds will help defray the cost of our building upgrades. 
Admission is $10.00. Tickets are available on the society’s website 
(www.wethersfieldhistory.org) or at the Old Academy, Tuesday 
through Friday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. The first 25 attendees will 
receive a unique “swag bag” and all attendees will be entered into 
a grand prize drawing. Ample free parking is available behind the 
Keeney Center. In the event of inclement weather, March 7, 12:00 
pm to 4:00 pm is being held as a snow date.

A Bridal Showcase 
of Old Wethersfield 

in the ballroom of the 
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center

Traditions Carried Forward
Wethersfield Historical Society presents
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Amy Northrop Wittorff, Executive Director

FORECAST:  Members Matter	
Dear WHS Members,
Happy New Year!  We are looking forward to a busy and enjoy-
able 2020 with many activities in store – you will see a few of them 
in this issue. Also in this issue we are introducing our new annual 
cumulative giving levels to recognize our generous donors who 
support the society with their gifts to membership dues, annual 
fund, patron tickets to our fundraising events and other donations.
The staff and Board have noticed that there 
has been some confusion among our donors 
regarding membership dues vs. Annual Fund 
and other donations.  Your membership dues 
provide vital support to the society just like 
other donations, but they have an important 
difference – those individuals who specifi-
cally designate payment of annual member-
ship dues ARE the historical society.  We are a 
membership organization first. Our Govern-
ing Board is elected by our members at the Annual Meeting, and 
Board and staff work to further the mission that has been set forth 
by our members: to preserve and promote Wethersfield’s history 
and culture to inspire people today and tomorrow.  We have been 
working toward a streamlined dues process for our members to 
help eliminate confusion and unintentionally lapsed member-
ships. We welcome your input – remember, this is YOUR organi-
zation! 
In this issue you will also see articles from our Educator Gillie 
Johnson about his work with school groups, and from our Cura-
tor Kristina Oschmann about the work we are doing with our 
collections. This is the important mission work of the society that 
your dues and donations support – these activities also rely on the 
volunteer support of our members.  By supporting and volunteer-
ing for Wethersfield Historical Society, YOU are making an impact 
in our local community. Be proud of that! 
Save the date for our Annual Meeting this year on May 12th-- we 
will be holding our cocktail reception before the meeting at the 
Hurlbut-Dunham House, so mark your calendars. We have sev-
eral especially exciting events on tap for the coming year. Among 
them are our 15th Annual Taste of Wethersfield on April 4th, our 
2020 House Tour on June 13th, and an Old Wethersfield Farm 
Dinner on September 17th. We are interested in providing more 
opportunities for our members to come together and enjoy each 
other’s company – it is important to keep the “social” in “Society”!   

I look forward to seeing you this spring!
    With warm regards,    
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In memoriam 2019

      Wethersfield Historical Society is the premier steward of, 
and authority on, the historical, architectural and cultural 
significance of Wethersfield, Connecticut. While revering the 
past, Wethersfield Historical Society believes history is a living 
thing, ever evolving and enriching. Our commitment is to 
inspire and educate people from all backgrounds and cultures 
on a daily basis. Wethersfield Historical Society has been able to 
accomplish this because of the generous support we have been 
receiving from our community for the past 88 years. In addi-
tion to the financial and volunteer support we have received, 
all of the objects, manuscripts and photos the society holds in its 
collections have been donated by Wethersfield families or their 
descendants.

      Wethersfield Historical Society recently received a large 
donation of manuscripts and objects from the Harris family. 
Pictured is a letter from the children of Gordon Wells (Rod) and 
Marjorie (Norris) Harris, lifelong Wethersfield residents who 
passed away within six weeks of each other last spring, after 71 
years of marriage. They were pillars of the community, active 
in their church, the fire department, little league and other local 
organizations.  

The Harris family, of Harris Hill near Prospect and Maple 
Streets, were a prominent Wethersfield farming family in the 
18th, 19th and early 20th century.  Gordon W.’s grandfather, 
George Wells Harris, was among the first farmers to import the 
Brown Swiss breed of dairy cattle into the United States. He first 
exhibited his Brown Swiss cow “Tuberose” in 1883, and became 
known as one of the most prominent Brown Swiss breeders in 

the U.S. When George W.’s son, George Mills Harris died in De-
cember 1956, the farm was sold to settle the estate. George M.’s 
son, George Griswold Harris bought 30 of the cows and moved 
the farm to New Milford, CT where he continued the family 
tradition of breeding champion Brown Swiss cattle well into the 
1980s. Many of George Wells Harris’ other descendants still live 
in Wethersfield and the surrounding area.    

     Thomas Harris, (son of Gordon W. and Marjorie) and his wife 
Ann brought in an 18th century Harris family teapot to donate 
to the historical society this past fall, and we were delighted. 
They asked if we would be interested in Harris Family farm 
journals - we gave an enthusiastic yes!  This fall and winter, we 
received numerous farm journals, diaries, 19th century photo 
albums, 18th century deeds and a magnificent 19th century fur 
carriage blanket from the family.  

      The Harris Family collection is a treasure trove of our com-
munity’s history, and we are very happy to have it. In publish-
ing this heartwarming letter, we hope that other Wethersfield 
families will be inspired to entrust their histories to us as well. In 
addition to the Harris family, many thanks go to Martha Smart, 
our volunteer Research Librarian, for her ongoing care of our 
manuscript and photo collections, and our Collections Commit-
tee volunteers who help our curator care for our object collec-
tions. This work is at the heart of our mission “to preserve and 
promote Wethersfield’s history and culture to inspire people 
today and tomorrow.” 
      
        Please see the Harris family letter on page 7.

Stephen Bedula
M. Jane Christensen
Richard Fuller

Gordon W. & Marjorie Harris
Marie D. Hutnick
Geoffrey Nielsen

John Rust
Dominic Scalia
Marilyn Tamosunas

A SPECIAL DONATION
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In the fall of 2019, Wethersfield Historical Society 
began a Collections Management Project funded 
by a Connecticut Humanities Capacity Build-
ing Grant to survey and assess what we have in 
our object collections. Our project team includes 
Museum Consultant Elizabeth Pratt Fox, WHS 
Curator Kristina Oschmann, volunteer members 
of our Collections Committee, and our Collections 
Intern Claudia Lonkin. In her time with us, Claudia 
has learned about the proper handling of artifacts, 
collections storage, cataloging and research tech-
niques, and is participating in the review of objects’ 
appropriateness for the scope of the institution’s 
collection. Objects under review include furniture, 
looking glasses, clocks, and agricultural equipment. 
Since our collection spans several buildings, we 
have spent time at each building over the last few 
months. We have rediscovered some of our favorite 
pieces and have started some detective work on 
items that are more mysterious.

Every Wednesday afternoon the team meets to 
move, identify and research items within our col-
lection. We have started cleaning up our collections’ 
spaces to make them more organized, to enable 
new and future acquisitions to be moved into new 
homes in our storage rooms. We have a routine, 
where we move each item out of storage, check it 
for a number, and tag it. We set them in front of our 
backdrop and photograph each piece so that we 
can update our records. We have both hard copy 
files on site and digital ones, which are housed in 
our collections database Past Perfect. We input the 
images, do condition and status updates and add 
to the history and provenance of each piece. We 
are closer to having greater intellectual control over 
our artifacts, and can’t wait to come up with new 
projects to showcase items from our collection!

SOCIETY BEGINS COLLECTIONS 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Kristina Oschmann is the society’s Curator
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Since coming on board in September 2019, 
educator Gillie Johnson has run over 20 field 
trips on a variety of topics. In October, Gil-
lie taught families from the Wethersfield 
Early Childhood Consortium about Colonial 
Games. The Wethersfield Early Childhood 
Consortium provides lessons in English for 
parents from many different countries while 
their children receive a high quality early 
childhood education that will prepare them to 
enter kindergarten. Some of the toys that Gillie 
introduced to the kids were toys that are still 
popular in their home countries. One father in 
particular dazzled everyone present with the 
tricks that he performed with the Jacob’s lad-
der and the ball and cup.

In November, 4th and 5th graders involved 
in a program called Reaching Beyond the 
Classroom came to the Wethersfield Histori-
cal Society to learn about the Colonial Period. 
Reaching Beyond the Classroom pairs up 
students from Hartford with students from 
the suburbs. Together, these students form 
friendships and engage in a series of field trips 
that deepen their knowledge of history. At the 
Wethersfield Historical Society, students took 
a scavenger hunt of the Legendary People, 
Ordinary Lives exhibit. Through interactive 
activities, students also learned about the jobs 
held by Colonial Americans and how markets 
operated differently during the Colonial Peri-
od. The kids adored their visits to the Wethers-
field Historical Society. One girl even confided, 
“I learned today that history can be fun!”

In December, the Wethersfield Historical 
Society launched a new Christmas school 
program called “Victorian Christmas.” This 
new program takes place in the festively deco-
rated Hurlbut-Dunham House. As part of this 
program, students learn the history of popular 
Christmas traditions and make a Victorian 
optical illusion called a thaumatrope. 

In January, Gillie traveled to schools in 
Wethersfield, South Windsor, Hartford, and 
Middletown to teach students about the na-
tives and about Colonial Medicine. 3rd grad-
ers loved handling objects that the Wongunk 
would have used before the Ten Adventurers 
arrived in Wethersfield. 4th graders loved 
making sachets. Sachets were made from 
fabric squares filled with herbs and could be 
used to make people and clothes smell good. 
The kids’ favorite herbs were lavender and 
mugwort. 

These programs would not have been pos-
sible without the efforts of our many volun-
teers. The Wethersfield Historical Society and 
the schools we served extend our thanks to 
Cindy Brown, Lynn Fleming, Susan Griswold, 
Marisa Johnson, Joan Munroe, Mike Munroe, 
Marty Partridge, Joanne Peltier, Maria Peltier, 
and Martha Smart for devoting their time and 
talents to leading the kids in a variety of edu-
cational activities.

William “Gillie” Johnson 
is the society’s Museum Educator

SOCIETY OFFERS A VARIETY OF FALL 
AND WINTER EDUCATION PR0GRAMS
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Mary Procyk
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Raul A. Rodriguez
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Donors to the Annual Fund 2019

Patricia H. Allen
Robert & Jeanne Cathcart
Wendell & Susan Coogan
Virginia A. Fontana
Geraldine C. Garcia
Marci Gummo
Thomas & Gloria Gworek
John G. Kilray

Tom & Kathy Landrigan
Dorcas McHugh
Judy & Lew Parker
Char & Dick Peplau
Wesley Sargent & Elaine St. Onge
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Smyers, Jr.
Philip & Vera Williams

In memory of Stephen Bedula In memory of Michalina Bordonaro
Joseph A. Camilleri
Joseph & Elizabeth Camilleri
William & Kristin Kievit
Mark E. Lennox
Linda Maher
Marcey & Robert Munoz
Todd & Christine Sawamura
John & Nancy Scalia

In memory of Dominic Scalia
 Peter & Katy Bordonaro
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James Booth
Paul Bourdon
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Barbara Cass Pamboukes
W. Allen Churchill
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Debbie Faulkner
Sue Grossman
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Sheila & Steve Wells
Lorraine Willin

A Letter from the Harris family

New 
Members 
2019

February 6, 2020 
Dear Wethersfield Historical Society, 
    On behalf of my late parents, Gordon & Marjorie Harris, my brothers, sister 
and I want to convey to you our deepest gratitude for your efforts in preserving 
the Harris family legacy in Wethersfield. 
    My grandmother, Ruth Staye Harris was a wealth of knowledge when it 
came to the Harris family lineage. Back in 1975 we sat her in front of a video 
camera and let her take us thru the Harris family history. Unfortunately, we only 
did one session with her, and I am sure she could have talked for hours. She had 
taken it upon herself to immerse herself in her husband, Rodney's family tree. 
Many of the records we have donated to the Society came from her. But I was 
reminded that 15 or so years ago we received a call from the Franco family who 
were the present day owners of the family's home on Prospect St. We grew up 
calling it "the brick house". They had been cleaning the attic there and had come 
across many old farm journals and diaries. They sat untouched since the farm 
was sold in the late 1950's. Even though the condition of many of them was 
poor, we were so appreciative that the Franco's did not dispose of them. 
Seeing what you have done to preserve them was very gratifying. 
    In recognition of your efforts, I have enclosed a small donation as our way of 
saying thank you. I hope generations of Wethersfield residents and historians 
will appreciate your efforts as much as we do. 
      
           Sincerely,
               Tom Harris, Gordon Harris Jr., Scott Harris, Mary Harris



      Bob and Arney Pulford have been members of the Wethersfield Historical Society for fifty-nine years. According to society 
records, that gives them the distinction of belonging to the society the longest of any current members. 

         Keeney Special Events Coordinator Roberta Simpson spoke with the Pulfords about their long-term commitment 
to the society and the town of Wethersfield.

What prompted you to join the Wethersfield Historical Society back on March 30th of 1961?
We moved to Wethersfield in 1961 and thought it would be a good idea to join a local organization and chose the Wethersfield Historical Society.

What historical event is the most memorable to you that occurred during your membership?
The Kennedy assassination.

What WHS sponsored/hosted event do you consider to have been your favorite?
The Wethersfield Historical Society Lecture Series.

Name one thing about Wethersfield that is the same today as when you joined the Society.
It is still a nice town to live in.

What would you recommend about Wethersfield Historical Society to people thinking about joining?
It is a nice way to stay connected to your friends, neighbors, and town

Questions for Bob and Arney Pulford

Why I Support the Wethersfield Historical Society
                      I support the Wethersfield Historical Society because the Society is, and for three generations has been, a strong 
and persuasive voice for preservation. Today it is responsible for five buildings. The iconic Cove Warehouse, depicted on the 
Town seal, is the most tangible reminder of the town’s maritime history. 
	
	 The Keeney Memorial and the Village Tavern, once empty and neglected, have now been rehabilitated and restored 
by the Society, and enrich our civic and cultural life, provide facilities for heritage tourism, and reinforce the towns historic 
character. The Society’s investment in these building’s preservation, rehabilitation and restoration, in partnership with the 
Town, was the single most critical component in the continuing revitalization of the old Town Center.

	 The Old Academy, with its library and research facilities, the Hurlbut-Dunham House, and the exhibits in the 
Keeney afford us, our children, and our visitors opportunities to explore the past with an immediacy and authenticity that 
cannot be matched by any reality show or theme park attraction.

	 The Society also offers programs, tours, exhibitions and a calendar of varied and appealing events. The Wethers-
field Historical Society draws us together as townspeople, cutting across neighborhoods and other affiliations, reminding 
us of the history we share with our predecessors, and with each other. It is the best hope we have of passing on to those who 
follow us the history, the perspective, and the wisdom which make Wethersfield this special place; it is our gift to the future.

                           Lee G. Kuckro
									       
Lee Kuckro is a long-time member of WHS and currently sits on the advisory board. He served as president of the society from 1973 – 1976.
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Thomas & Gloria Gworek
Nancy & Steve Kotchko
Lee G. Kuckro
Doris R. Leclerc
John & Darlene Oblak
Wesley Sargent & Elaine St. Onge
Ed & Kay Zito

Red Onion Society ($500 +)
Lorrie Adeyemi 
Patricia H. Allen
Ms. Kathleen Bagley & Mr. David Powers 
Peter & Adriane Beller
Carol Bruce
George M. Chester, Jr. & Laura D. Chester 
Dorene Ciarcia
Shirley Fulton
Jeffrey R. Kotkin
Char & Dick Peplau
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Explorers ($250 +)
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Mrs. Elizabeth F. Arnold
Mrs. Lisa Bowman
Cynthia A. Brown
Nan Carpino
Joseph & Jill Cote
Anne Marie & Kevin Dillon
Kate Ebner
Fidelity Charitable
David & Lynn Fleming
George T. Holbrook
Mary Beth Jordan
Mary J. Keenan
David Kelly & Keyne Reid
Mr. & Mrs. George Kelly
Todd & Beverly Lucas
Marsha & Jim Meehan
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mendoza
Thomas P. Miano
Robert & Amalie Montstream
Judy & Lew Parker
Mr. Mrs. Robert Peltier
Mr. & Mrs. Will Philbrick
Richard & Pamela Rapacz
Leigh & Betty Standish

Charles & Elizabeth Stewart
Judy Strong
Orren & Helena Tench

Nutmeggers ($100 +)
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Mrs. Virginia Willard Baer
Edith Murphy Barry
Bruce & Carol Bockstael
Barbara M. Buckley
Inga Buhrmann
Robert & Jeanne Cathcart
Ms. Laura Somers Chandler
William C. Charamut
George M. Chester, Jr. & Laura D. Chester 
Manny & Pat Ciarcia
Francis & Barbara DeRobertis
Maggie Downie
Ms. Elizabeth Enes
Lt. Col. Treasvant A. Feaster & Mrs. Feaster 
Richard & Jill Fletcher
Ms. Ann Foley
Mr. Charles Forsdick
May-Wo F. Giger & Walter Giger, Jr.
Sue Grossman
Cynthia Gworek
Dr. & Mrs. William A. Haines
James & Carol Hall
Robert & Lola Hance
Girard & Grace Hayes
Chuck & Liz Huntington
Ms. Judith Keane
Richard Kuzmak & Nancy Brennick Kuzmak 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Lastrina
Victoria Lombardi
Mr. & Mrs. Russell L. London, Esq.
Ms. Beverly A. Loughlin
Mimi & Brendan Lynch
Janice MacKesson
Thomas Mahar
Tony & Terri Martino
Mr. Millard Mason
Mr. & Mrs. Ted May
Arlene McAuliffe
Charles & Judith Melchreit
James and Karen Memmott
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mendoza
Ms. Polly Moon
John & Pat Mulrain
John & Patty Oldham
Brent & Rita-Ann Owen
Joe & Beverly Pierz
Robert & Arney Pulford
Jack Quinn
Raul A. Rodriguez
Mr. & Mrs. Alan R. Schumann, Sr.
Mr. J. Sheehan
Ms. Alice Sheremeta
Rich & Meher Shulman
Ms. Joanne Starace
Mrs. Virginia L. Stewart

Mr. Stephen Thompson
Paula & Jon Vining
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Carol & Lee West
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Settlers
Awilda Aponte
William & Jean Barton
Dr. Carl & Irene Braren
Joseph F. & Linda M. Brislin
Dr. David L. Brown & Ms. Ruth M. Remick
Larry & Lillian Buck
Tim & Catherine Curran
Marie DeMaio
Bill & Pat Derech
Paul Doyle
Roger & Gail Fabian
Ms. Susan Fennelly
Mr. Reno Franconi
Constance Fraser
Dr. Sebastian J. & Connie Gallo
Robert & Judy Gilligan
Laurel F. Goodgion
Ms. Lois C. Griswold
Mr. & Mrs. Welles F. Hale
Jim & Jean Hill
Elizabeth Horgan
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Jensen
Kenneth Johnson
Richard & Kathleen Kanya
Dean Karau
Antonia Klein
Joe & Fran Lawrence
Colleen Lawson
Stuart Lewis
Judith Libby
Mr. Harry Lichtenbaum
Mrs. Betty Los
Ms. Anna C. Maruca
Gerhard & Claire Merkle
Russ & Marty Partridge
Don & Pam Peterson
Elizabeth A. Pinney
Mary Procyk
Steve Richard
Jane-Helen G. Ross
John Scanlan
Kurt Schumann
Ms. Maryanne Shinn
Peter & Nancy Storms
Mrs. Elaine Strecker
Judy Tatters
Mr. Tim Tuell
Mrs. Barbara Vicino
Mr. Martin L. Welles
Lorraine Willin
Andrew & Sheila Houlihan Wizner
James & Katherine Woodworth
Mr. Gregory Zeliff

WETHERSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY GIVING 2019
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LOOKING BACK AT 2019

KEENEY  
CHRISTMAS 

PORCHFEST

KEENEY KOOLERS

FRANK WINIARSKI
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CHRISTMAS MOVIE

SAL TARANTINO

ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
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February 29 – Traditions Carried Forward; a Bridal Showcase of Old Wethersfield 
March 29 – Keeney Concert Series: The Jolly Beggars
April 4 – Taste of Wethersfield XV
May 23 – Heritage Weekend, Hurlbut-Dunham and Cove Warehouse 
                   open for the season Sat and Sun 1-4
June 13 – House Tour
July 7, 14, 21, and 28 – Keeney Koolers
September 17 – Farm Dinner
October 3 – The 39th Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair
October 16 & 17 – Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours
December 3 – Holidays on Main
December 5 & 6, 12 & 13 – Hurlbut-Dunham House open for free holiday tours




