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In the early 1900’s as automobiles became more affordable, Albert Hubbard’s trailblazing suburban homes with their 
modern amenities transformed Wethersfield neighborhoods. On Saturday May 9th, you can learn more about these 
impressive homes and the innovative man who designed them. Join architecture expert Dorene Ciarcia on a walking 
tour of some of our remarkable Hubbard Houses.  This 90 minute tour begins at the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center 
(200 Main Street) at 10am on Saturday May 9th. Tickets are only $5 for non-members. Members free. 

May 9th: Hubbard Houses Walking Tour

ue to concerns about the Corona virus, Wethersfield Historical Society has postponed the XV Annual Taste of 
Wethersfield. After consultation with the Central Connecticut Health District, the Town of Wethersfield, and 

members of our Governing Board, and in light of recommendations made by Connecticut state officials, the society 
feels this is the best course of action for the well-being of our patrons, guests, vendors, and sponsors. The tentative 
date for the rescheduled event is Saturday, May 16, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, barring any additional unforeseen circum-
stances. Wethersfield Historical Society 
apologizes for any inconvenience and sin-
cerely hopes that everyone will be able to 
attend the rescheduled event. Please visit 
www.wethersfieldhistory.org for the latest 
information as it becomes available. Any 
changes to the participating vendor list 
and scheduled entertainment will appear 
there. If patrons have already purchased 
tickets, they will be honored on the new 
date. If they are unable to attend, they are 
welcome to contact the office at (860) 529-7656 Tuesday through Friday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm to arrange for a full re-
fund. We would also urge everybody to continue to support our local restaurants in any way the current quarantine 
allows. This crisis will pass and it is important that we all emerge as whole as possible on the other side. 

Call For Submissions For Covid-19 Exhibit
At Wethersfield Historical Society we believe history happens every day -- and history is definitely happening right 
now! WHS will be documenting this history in an upcoming exhibit “Chronicling COVID-19”, both physically in 
the Wethersfield Museum and virtually at www.wethersfieldhistory.org. You can contribute to the project by sharing 
what you and your family are doing to make the most of this time of social distancing. Initially, we are looking for 
photos, videos, or written submissions, but we will ultimately be looking for physical artifacts as well, for the time 
when we can all visit the Wethersfield Museum again. Please send your submissions to Curator Kristina Oschmann 
at Kristina.Oschmann@wethersfieldhistory.org or Attn: Kristina Oschmann, Wethersfield Historical Society, 150 
Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109.

XV Annual Taste of Wethersfield Postponed
D
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Amy Northrop Wittorff, Executive Director

APRIL 2020 FORECAST:  	
In my last Forecast, I was looking forward to our many 
spring and summer events, and opportunities for our 
members to come together.  As we all know, circum-
stances can change in an instant – so I am still look-
ing forward to future events, although they have been 
postponed. While we wait for the COVID-19 crisis to 
subside, let us remember previous gen-
erations who came through much more 
dire challenges to enable us to enjoy 
the lives of peace and comfort we have 
today.

While our museums and offices are 
closed, we want to provide remote 
access to our collections as best we can.  
We have been looking through our online and digital re-
sources for interesting articles and photos from our col-
lections to share on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 
If you do not use social media, you can still access many 
interesting articles on Wethersfield history through the 
“Articles from the Community” section of our webpage 
at www.wethersfieldhistory.org.  If you are an IPhone 
user, download our “Wethersfield Historical Society” 
free app and take a self-guided audio tour of the archi-
tecture on the block between Main, Garden, Broad and 
Marsh Streets. Our Burying Ground Database, also on 
our website, is now mobile friendly, so if you take a 
walk through the Village Cemetery, you can easily look 
up information on interesting stones.  

We have a few extra articles in this issue of the Almanac 
for your enjoyment. I hope you all stay safe and well, 
and I look forward to the time that we can all be togeth-
er again.

With best wishes,        
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Building on the success of past tours, this year’s homes have styles for everyone to 
enjoy, from Colonial to Greek Revival, California bungalow to mid-century modern. 
In addition to historical home styles, we are excited to feature custom built homes 
that are recent additions to the community. The tour can be done at the visitor’s own 
pace and is designed to be viewable by walk-
ing, biking, or driving between homes.  This is a 
great opportunity to see these glorious homes as 
they are viewable to the public for the first time.  
Don’t miss your chance to see the interiors of 
some of Wethersfield’s loveliest homes designed 
for today’s modern living! Online ticket sales 
begin Monday, May 4 and in the office at the 
Old Academy on Tuesday, May 5. Visit the WHS 
website for additional details.

Wethersfield Historical Society’s house tour returns 
on June 13, 2020, 10:00am to 4:00pm (subject to change) 
with an all new line-up of exciting houses on view! 

John Willard’s (1892-1976) contributions to Wethersfield were many, and included 
his work on the Historic District Commission, Park Board, Recreation Committee, 
Cemetery Association, Historic Foundation, and as the Tree Warden. These volunteer 
positions coincided with his work as an employee of Comstock, Ferre & Co (1912-57), 
the nation’s oldest seed company in continuous operation. In addition, Willard was 
Wethersfield’s most distinguished modern historian. He was a well-known author and 
scholar, and possessed the all-too-rare talent of a master storyteller. He was a found-
ing member of the Wethersfield Historical Society in 1932, and served as president from 
1939-42.  He believed that “history is the story of people.”

The Story of a Country Boy By John Willard
I was born in a flower garden, almost. My mother lived to the ripe old age of 95, and despite caring for 
her husband and five sons spent some time except in her later years in her old-fashioned flower gar-
den. My father, Stephen F. Willard, was the president of Comstock, Ferre & Co. and was employed by 
that firm from 1872 to his death in 1924, a period of 52 years. My mother was Irene Augusta Havens 
Willard, daughter of a farmer and carpenter, John Havens.   CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Willard’s Wethersfield Stories
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The Story of a Country Boy CONTINUED 

I was born March 29, 1892 in my father’s house, now known 
as #30 Main Street, close to the original 3 acre lot bought by 
the first Willard in Wethersfield, my ancestor Josiah Willard, in 
1662. A sliver had been bought from the Col. John Chester prop-
erty. My father had for some years been growing seeds on the 
property which was taken over by my oldest brother, Arthur, 
for the growing of market garden crops.

I became familiar with the care of farm animals, horses, cows 
and poultry, and kept rabbits as pets. We had fruit trees of 
many kinds, cherries, apples, pears, plums, quinces, and cur-
rants which I was called upon to harvest, store and sometimes 
preserve.

For schooling I attended the one room Broad Street School and 
the Center School, then the Hartford Public High School from 
which I graduated in 1909. I then attended the Huntsinger 
Business Academy and graduated in 1910. For a half year I was 
employed by a firm dealing in baled hay, then spent two years 
with the Hartford County Mutual Fire Insurance Co. In 1912 I 
began work with Comstock, Ferre & Co. and continued until 
retirement on 1957. At the death of my father I became Secre-
tary and Assistant Treasurer, having already been a Director for 
some years. 

In 1927 the Firemen had accumulated a little money to which 
the Women’s Saturday Morning Club added about $500, mak-
ing enough for a landscape architect to survey the Wethersfield 
Green and draw plans for its restoration. A public subscription 
campaign produced pledges for about $4,000. First Selectman 
Alfred W. Hanmer asked that I take over the project. In spite of 
never having done anything of the kind before I went ahead, 
plowing, grading, fertilizing and seeding. The lower end was 
a mess; it had been used as a town dump, and was in deplor-
able condition. Soil was hauled in from the meadow, drains 
laid and walks built. Shrubbery and trees were planted so far 
as the money would permit. It then became necessary to have a 
Board of Park Commissioners, and I was selected as its head, a 
position I held for many years. I was concurrently Tree Warden, 
following my father in this position. When the Wethersfield Ter-
centenary Committee was selected I became its Secretary, and 
helped put on a creditable celebration for Wethersfield. During 
World War II I served as a Fire Warden. 

When the Wethersfield Historic District was established I 
became a member of the Commission.  I was asked to assume 
charge of Wethersfield’s Ancient Burying Ground and Village 
Cemetery. During my several years there I indexed the entire 
cemetery and photographed all the old brownstones, finding 
nearly every stone the inscription of which were copied by Ed-
ward S. Tillotsen in his book of 1899. Incidentally this work was 
started by Sherman W. Adams and never published.

I became a charter member of the Wethersfield Historical Soci-
ety and became its president during the trying war years. Also 
I was a charter member of the Wethersfield Foundation which 
did much to preserve old Wethersfield houses. The Wethersfield 
Grange honored me by electing me Master.

My introduction to the field of growing plants occurred at an 
early date, for when I was but three months old I was taken to a 
meeting of the American Seed Trade Association at Hartford.	
There I was exhibited as a prime Wethersfield product and 
caused considerable attention. In this line I have been Presi-
dent of the Connecticut Horticultural Society and served as its 
Treasurer for several years. In the seed trade I was President of 
the Connecticut Seed Trade Association, the New England Seed 
Trade Association, and Vice-President of the Atlantic Seed Trade 
Association.

In the field of teaching, before there was an organized troop of 
Boy Scouts in Wethersfield, I was called upon to lead an organi-
zation which a few boys got together, and a year later take them 
on a camping expedition down river. For several years I was 
called upon to teach a Sunday School class at the Congregation-
al Church. Later I was called upon for several years to teach an 
Adult Education Class on the historic treasures of Wethersfield.
 
The indexing of the cemetery led to considerable knowledge of 
the old families in Wethersfield. I found that I was descended 
from many of them; Nathaniel Foote, Gov. Thomas Welles, and 
such families as the Griswold, Harris, Goodrich, Latimer, Nott, 
Wolcott, Adams, Churchill and others. This led to membership 
in family associations. Willard, Welles and Griswold, serving 
as President of the first two. None of this could have been ac-
complished without gathering considerable local history. Also 
I was related to Wethersfield historians - Sherman W. Adams, 
L. Wayne Adams and Benjamin Adams, as well as Jared B. 
Standish. I was also well acquainted with Rev. George L. Clark. 

So it came about that I have been called upon for articles 
by various magazines. Starting with talks to garden clubs, 
civic associations have asked me to speak to them, and many 
schoolchildren have heard of Wethersfield History from me. I 
have received many commendations such as an Award of Merit 
from the American Association for State and Local history, the 
Wethersfield Businessmen’s and Civic Association, the Con-
necticut League of Historical Societies, the Wethersfield JCs and 
many others. I became interested in writing short articles for 
the Wethersfield Post in 1968 and have written many articles. In 
1975 the Post assembled some of these sketches and published 
them in a volume called Willard’s Wethersfield. The Town of 
Wethersfield has also chosen to honor me by naming the fine 
new swimming pool with my name. This is the first and only 
town built project to bear the name of a living person.
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     Violets - deep-blue violets! 
     April’s lovliest coronets!
     There are no flowers grow in the vale 
     Kiss’d by the dew, woo’d by the gale,’
     None by the dew of the twilight wet, 
     So sweet as the deep-blue violet. “

The common blue violet is one of the most 
pleasing signs of spring. It is beloved by chil-
dren who pick them in large bunches and is 
often referred to by poets as a lovely spring 
flower. When we went to grammar school it 
was customary to gather all the wild flowers 
we could find and have a race as to which 
room could find the most wildflowers. So it 
was that we grew to know the wildflowers of 
spring and early summer.

Although we had no access to botanical 
listings we found about all the violet species 
that grow in Wethersfield. These were identified by pictures 
in a book. The common blue violet (viola palmata) is the most 
widespread of all.  It grows everywhere, in gardens, in the 
grass, in open forest, but best of all along the banks of brooks. 
There it grows in immense tufts to greater size and height, 
with big flowers varying from deep to light blue. In gardens a 
form varying from pure white to white with blue veins is often 
found.

In times past when trolley cars ran to Broad Street Green many 
Hartford people used to come down just to pick violets on 
the Green.  It was a pleasant outing for a nickel fare, and the 
flowers where it was moist had long stems making pleasant 
bunches to carry back to the city. The violet flowers seldom, 
if ever, develop seeds. These are produced later in the season 
by buds which do not open. Nevertheless, these buds produce 
fertile seeds in abundance. Most people never see these un-
usual seed pods, but they are produced in abundance, so much 
so that in garden the violet becomes a weed taking possession 
of large beds hard to eradicate. 
 
This common flower has many cousins with flowers of blue, 
yellow and white. The open sandy places are where the hairy 
leaved Sand Violet may be found, and nearby the Birdsfoot 
Violet (V. pedata) with its two toned flowers and leaves cut 
into linear divisions. Another, the Arrow Leaved Violet 
(V. sagittata) might be considered as just a variation of the 
common blue violet, but it does have distinctly different 
leaves, varying from heart-shaped to halbert-shaped leaves.

In the woods, generally on a 
stream bank you will find a 
shining round leaved plant 
with short stemmed flowers of 
pure yellow. This is the Round 
Leaved Yellow Violet (V. rotundi-
flora). Nearby may be found the 
Canada Violet (V. Canadensis) 
with creamy white or even pur-
plish flowers. Nearby, again, will 
be found a type which has stems 
that branch from a leafy spray 
with light yellow flowers. This 
is the Downy Yellow Violet (V. 
Pubescens). Still another woods 
dweller is the Dog Violet (V. 
canina) with purple flowers, the 
lower petals slightly bearded.

The white varieties are singu-
larly beautiful, but too short 

stemmed for picking. The most common of these are the Sweet 
White Violet (V. blanda) generally found in very moist places, 
and the Lance-leaved White Violet (V. lanceolata) quite similar 
in flower, but with distinctly long pointed leaves. All of these 
are reasonably common if you look in the right places.

The violet family has many cousins such as the English Violet 
grown by florists.  This has a very sweet scented blossom and 
is grown in both single and double forms. The pansy is not a 
distant cousin, nor is the Horned Violet (V. cornuta). The latter 
is much prized in Europe as a border plant. It comes now in all 
colors and with its freedom of bloom makes a fine plant to bor-
der flower beds. This is especially true if the plants are raised 
from cuttings so that they are identical in form and color. 

A peculiar form is the Confederate Violet which grows in my 
garden and spreads just as freely as the common blue violet. 
This is a short-stemmed flower of a light greyish color spotted 
with violet, the colors of the Confederate flag.  It is known as 
V. papilionacea and I have recollection that it is a hybrid. Nev-
ertheless, it breeds true and seeds freely, spreading into the 
grass. Due to the method of producing seed from unopened 
buds it does not revert to its parents, but continues year after 
year to produce a sheet of bloom in the “Blue and Gray” of the 
Confederate flag.

It is interesting to think that our common blue violet has such 
a host of cousins of such varied colors and habits, and that so 
many of them may be found in our woods and fields.

The Blue Violet 
By John Willard
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A Shepard 
   and 
his Flock:
 Counting 
Chairs and 
Tracking Down 
Apprentices 
at the Wethersfield 
Historical Society

Beginning in fall of 2019, the Wethersfield Historical So-
ciety has been undertaking a collections project, with the 
aim of organizing, identifying, and deaccessioning (some 
of) the society’s furniture and agricultural equipment col-
lections. The collections project team, including Curator 
Kristina Oschmann, Consultant Elizabeth Pratt Fox, and 
Intern Claudia Lonkin, has also identified several areas 
in which future interpretive work could be conducted. One 
such subject is the furniture maker Edward Shepard.

Born June 21, 1783, Edward Shepard was one of the most 
prominent furniture makers in Wethersfield, until his 
death on September 5, 1862. After working as a journey-
man under the chairmaker Solomon Cole in Glastonbury, 
Shepard opened his own shop in the center of historic 
Wethersfield in 1805. The precise scale of the shop seems 
to be undetermined, though a recent study of Shepard’s 
accounts, and the volume of his output, suggests it was 
larger. The precise size of Shepard’s staff is unknown, but 
it was certainly sizable, with several identified indentured 
workers. A little over a year after opening his shop, on De-
cember 24, 1807, Shepard married Mary Ayrault. Between 
the years of 1807 and 1809, he built a house, adjacent to 
his workshop, that still stands today, although it has been 
moved back from its original location on Main Street and 
now stands on Church Street.

Several pieces in the historical society’s collection are at-
tributed to Edward Shepard: a chest of drawers, on view 
in the “Legendary People, Ordinary Lives” exhibit, two 
rocking chairs and Sheraton side chair, all owned by Judith 
Francis, an unclear relation of the Francis family. The chest 
of drawers bears the mark of Shepard’s manufactory. The 
society’s archive also contains several documents related 
to Shepard. Three are bills for assorted services—which 
record Shepard as having manufactured everything from 
a coffin to a portable sink, alongside more expected furni-
ture repairs. Perhaps more interesting is a legal complaint 
leveled by Shepard against Josiah Smith. In fall of 1816, 
Shepard accused Smith of working on the Sabbath.

By Claudia Lonkin
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Smith was arrested, but 
found not guilty. He does 
not appear to be a rival 
furniture maker, nor a 
prominent resident of 
Wethersfield. This accu-
sation does, therefore, al-
low for some speculation 
on Shepard’s character. 
Either he was a very de-
vout man, or a captious 
one.
Shepard’s character is 
neither bolstered by ac-
counts of several run-
away workers from his 
workshop. There are 
at least three identifiable apprentices who fled 
Shepard. One was Walter Warner, who was in-
deed, according to an 1825 notice Shepard post-
ed in the Connecticut Courant, an “indentured 
apprentice,” distinguished by a “lame toe that 
obliges him to wear his shoe with a hole through 
toe top.” Through another series of notices, a 
further runaway indentured apprentice is identi-
fied as James May. First reported missing from 
Wethersfield on June 22, 1809, Shepard contin-
ued to post ads in the Courant into August, im-
ploring his return. A third escapee, yet another 
indentured apprentice named Henry W. Wilcox, 
fled in 1815. The obvious rash of runaway inden-
tured apprentices does not speak well for Shepa-
rd’s treatment of the workers at his shop.
Edward Shepard was one of, if not the most, 
prolific furniture-makers of Wethersfield. His 

volume of work is reflected 
in the large amount of pieces 
the Wethersfield Historical 
Society has collected that 
either can be directly attrib-
uted to his shop, or resemble 
designs he is known to have 
produced. Outside his work, 
however, on a personal level, 
Shepard perhaps does not 
have the most upstanding 
reputation. The historical 
society’s own archives show 
him bringing frivolous legal 
complaints against neighbors, 
and there are many recorded 
instances of indentured ap-

prentices fleeing Shepard’s shop, presumably 
due to poor working conditions. A future assess-
ment of Shepard’s output, and how impressive 
it is in light of the size, nature, and treatment of 
his staff, would need to consider Shepard’s ac-
counts, in the collections of Historic New Eng-
land. Shepard’s influence is clear, but there is still 
much work to be done and many opportunities 
for pubic programming and exhibitions related 
to Shepard’s life.

 Claudia Lonkin returned to her native Connecticut after 
completing her university education abroad in Canada. 
Ms. Lonkin holds a BA in history from McGill University 
and is completing an MA in history from the University 
of Alberta. She served as the Collections Management 
Intern for the Wethersfield Historical Society from the fall 
of 2019 to the spring of 2020. This article was her parting 
gift to the society.

Wethersfield Historical Society’s Collections Management Project was funded in part 
through a Capacity Building Grant from CT Humanities. Connecticut Humanities, a 
nonprofit affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, supports cultural and 
historic organizations that tell the state’s stories, build community and enrich lives.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS *Dates subject to change
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April 4 – Taste of Wethersfield XV POSTPONED
May 9 - Hubbard Houses Walking Tour
May 14 & 16 - Ancient Burying Ground Tour
May 23 – Heritage Weekend, HD and Cove Warehouse open for the season Sat and Sun 1-4
June 13 – House Tour
June 18 & 20 - Ancient Burying Ground Tour
July 7, 14, 21, and 28 – Keeney Koolers
August 29 - Uncovering Architecture Walking Tour (kids age 7-12)
September 17 – Farm Dinner
September 19 - Walking Tour of Hartford Avenue
September 24 & 26 - Ancient Burying Ground Tour
October 3 – The 39th Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair
October 16 & 17 – Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours


