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Revised Calendar of Events

Like all organizations who host or sponsor public events, Wethersfield Historical Society has

had to re-evaluate our 2020 Calendar in light of balancing health concerns for our members,

guests, patrons, and staff, with the observance of social distancing protocols. Where possible,
we have substituted virtual equivalents of some of our popular events and

Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours is a great example of how effectively this can be done.

11th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours

In observance of the 100th Anniversary of
Women'’s Suffrage in the United States, all the his-
torical figures featured in this year’s 11th Annual
Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours are women.
Almost all are drawn from our upcoming exhibit
Wethersfield Women. (The exhibit is currently in-
stalled at the Wethersfield Museum in the Keeney
Memorial Cultural Center and awaiting our re-open-
ing to the public. Meanwhile it will soon be available
virtually on our website).

This year’s tours are being presented as a series of
videos available on the WHS website free of charge.
Museum Educator Gillie Johnson serves as your host
on a tour visiting notable women from Wethersfield's
past. Each segment was filmed on location at the
Hurlbut-Dunham House, the Keeney Memorial Cul-
tural Center, and the Ancient Burying Ground. The
series opens with social worker Dr. Jane Robbins,

McKayla Dregor
as “Gussie”
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Brighid Docherty
as Katherine Harrison

who worked tirelessly to improve the lives of Italian
immigrants in New York and Connecticut and served
as a nurse in World War 1. Subsequent videos feature
accused witch Katherine Harrison, activist and suf-
fragette Emily Augusta Morris Deming also known
as “Gussie”, aviatrix and film industry creative Mary
Goodrich Jenson, escaped slave Phillis, and colonial
author Mary Rowlandson, whose early best-seller re-
counted the tale of her captivity at the hands of native
Americans, who ultimately ransomed her back to her
family. Rounding out the series, Captain Sal Taran-
tino, talks about the crucial role played by women
during the American Revolution.

Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours is made pos-
sible in part by a grant from the Robert Allan Keeney
Memorial Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Pub-
lic Giving and through the generosity of our members.
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APRIL 2020 FORECAST:

Dear WHS Members,

In my last Forecast, written in April, I said that I was looking
forward to the time that we can be together again, not think-
ing I would still be looking forward to that in October!

Although our physical events and programs this year have
been postponed until the pandemic has passed, our histori-
cal society staff and volunteers have been working hard all
spring and summer to continue to promote our mission virtu-
ally. Please visit our website at wethersfiel-
dhistory.org to view our Keeney Koolers
concert videos, and five informative videos
produced by our Education department. |
Each of these educational videos are accom-
panied by resources for further study, and
scavenger hunts that families can complete
together on a walk through Old Wethers- :
field. We have been fortunate to be able to open our Hurlbut—
Dunham House and Cove Warehouse Maritime Museum on
the weekends this summer with all cleaning and social dis-
tancing protocols in place.

Looking ahead, we will be presenting our Lantern Light Tours
virtually this year and our new exhibit, Wethersfield Women,
will be presented on our website as well as physically at the
Keeney Center. We are planning to reopen the Keeney to the
public in early November if it is safe and permissible to do so
at that time. Watch your email and our website for updates.

I would like to thank all of our members who have donated
so generously to our Annual Fund drive this year. We still
have a way to go to meet our budget goal, but I have been
very touched by the support we have been receiving dur-
ing this difficult and uncertain year. This too shall pass, and
thanks to you, Wethersfield Historical Society will continue
to preserve and promote the history that happens every day
well into the future.

With warm regards,

Amy Northrop WittorffExecutive Director
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The Wethersfield Historical Society sadly notes the passing of long-
time member and active volunteer Elizabeth Arnold at the age of 104
on October 1 and would like to extend our condolences to her family
and friends. The following text is from her obituary. “After retiring,
Betty devoted herself to volunteer activity at the Wethersfield Histori-
cal Society, where she was a stalwart member of the Education Com-
mittee. Many residents and visitors remember her tours of the Old
Burying Ground, her Thanksgiving portrayals of “Goody Pilgrim,”
and her many presentations to school and public groups; she was one
of the first two inductees into the Historical Society’s Volunteer Hall of
Fame.” She has left the Wethersfield Historical Society and the wider
world a better place for her presence.

Virtual Summer Program

This summer, Wethersfield Historical Society is pleased to present a series of virtual programs that will allow you to learn
more about the town’s history while the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center remains closed to the public. Each program
consists of three components. First, local experts will share samples of their vast knowledge in engaging videos. Second,
step outside and enjoy some fresh air as you solve scavenger hunts that will take you to historically significant sites around
Wethersfield. Finally, if you want to dive deeper into a topic, a list of resources will be provided to help guide you on your
quest for knowledge.

Women of Wethersfield
Join curator Kristina Oschmann for an exclusive sneak peek into Wethersfield Historical So-
ciety’s upcoming exhibit, “Women of Wethersfield.” After that, learn more about some of the
remarkable women who have shaped the town’s history by completing the scavenger hunt.

Check out Wethersfield Historical Society’s website
(https://www.wethersfieldhistory.org/) for the following virtual programs:

Introduction to Black History in Wethersfield

Begin by viewing Charles Floyd's fantastic 2019 Lantern Light Tour presen-
tation. Mr. Floyd dramatizes the struggles and triumphs of historical figure
Quash Gomer, an enslaved man who purchased his freedom. Complete the
scavenger hunt to discover the stories of other African American residents
of Wethersfield.

American Revolution

Wethersfield played an active role in America’s struggle for independence.
Sal Tarantino will share with you the illustrious history of the Second
Continental Light Dragoons. Then, complete the scavenger hunt to

uncover other ways in which Wethersfield helped America to win
the Revolutionary War.

Wethersfield Prison
For over 100 years, Wethersfield was home to the Connecticut State Prison. Join Frank Winiar-
ski on a tour of Wethersfield Historical Society’s “Castle on
the Cove” Exhibit in which he provides fascinating insights
into the objects on display. Next, complete the scavenger
hunt to learn more about the Wethersfield Prison and its
impact on Wethersfield’s development.

Colonial Wethersfield

Join Martha Smart on a brief highlights tour of the Ancient
Burying Ground. Then, explore Wethersfield’s colonial past
by completing the scavenger hunt.




Keeney Koolers Concert Series

The Jolly Beggars & Goza Latin Band

Traditionally, the Keeney Koolers
Concert Series has been presented on
Tuesday evenings in July to an en-
thusiastic live audience by even more
enthusiastic artists. With ongoing
support from the Robert Allan Keeney
Memorial Fund at the Hartford Foun-
dation for Public Giving, Wethersfield
Historical Society has been presenting
these concerts for over fifteen years.
Past performers on the series have in- §
cluded Tirebiter, Latanya Farrell, Eight
to the Bar, the Coast Guard Dixieland |
Jazz Band, the Hot Cat Jazz Band, the
Argiro Quintet, and last year’s lineup
of Chat Noir, Ed Fast & Conga Bop,
and Number Nine.

Planning for 2020’s series was pro-
gressing every bit as smoothly as

in years past; dates were set, artists
engaged, and the “showmobile”
reserved and scheduled to be deliv-
ered for use on Tuesday evenings in
July.Then the COVID-19 pandemic
intervened. The first casualty of the
new “social distancing” rules was a
March concert WHS had booked for the Jolly Beggars to play at
the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center shortly after St. Patrick’s
Day. While disappointing, it was only March. Surely by July,
things will be back to “normal” and Keeney Koolers can pro-
ceed as planned.

Next, public events started falling off the calendar. Initially only
simple postponements, and then as the pandemic wore on with
no clear end in sight, outright cancellations. WHS’ own events
were being affected: April’s XV Annual Taste of Wethersfield;
May’s History Day for Families/Heritage Weekend; June’s
House Tour “Living with History” and Connecticut Open
House Day. It was looking less and less likely that Keeney
Koolers would be able to take the stage in July.

With the possible exception of the restaurant business, no
single field of endeavor has been harder hit economically by
the pandemic than the performing arts. WHS was committed
to not canceling yet another event and even more committed to
supporting our performing artists. When it became clear that it
would be impossible to observe social distancing protocols for
a live performance in front of the Keeney Memorial Cultural
Center, WHS began exploring other alternatives.

After careful consideration of options that included different lo-

The Jolly Beggars Left to right
Greg Wilfrid, Jeff DesRosier, Christopher Vece,

Audio Engineer, Dave Raymond, Jessica Glass, Videographer,
Matt Tocellini, Dave Uhl

cations, live-streaming on the internet, public broadcast, and
the added criteria of budget and making the concerts available
to the widest possible audience, it was determined that the best
course of action would be to record the concerts on video and
upload them to YouTube. We were delighted that the Jolly Beg-
gars and Goza Latin Band were both amenable to having their
performances presented in this way. Videographer Jessica Glass
of Glass Eyes Video Production and audio engineer David Ray-
mond of Farmtone Studio were engaged to ensure that Keeney
Koolers 2020 would be presented in the best possible quality.

While nothing will ever take the place of live performance

for either artists or audiences, WHS tried to come as close as
possible to presenting the excitement and spontaneity of the
actual event in these videos. The pandemic has been all about
compromise and hopefully this solution affords the audience
the opportunity to “attend” the event and preserves the artistic
integrity of the Keeney Koolers Concert Series. WHS is looking
forward to next year when we can again present the series in
the open air in front of the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center.
Until then, please enjoy two outstanding performances by
consummate musical artists committed to performing for you
by whatever means currently available. If you have not yet seen
this year’s concerts, they are still available on the society’s web-
site at www.wethersfieldhistory.org/keeney-koolers-concert-
series-2020-the-jolly-beggars-and-goza-latin-band/.



2019 ANNUAL REPORT

Wethersfield Historical Society ’s mission is to preserve and promote
Wethersfield’s history and culture to inspire people today and tomorrow.

Director’s Annual Report 2019

2019 was a very productive year for WHS. The Governing Board began work to implement the Strategic Plan
that was adopted in 2018. The Board worked to define our organization’s identity, and was very fortunate to
have the invaluable volunteer assistance of retired marketing professional Christopher Knopf who lead them
through a series of workshops to focus on and articulate the value the society brings to the Wethersfield
community.

The Board also worked to evaluate the society's financial position and property holdings. After much study, the
Board made the decision to deaccession and sell the Captain James Francis House and place the proceeds of the
sale in the WHS endowment. A Historic Structures Report on the Hurlbut-Dunham House was completed,
identifying extensive restoration work that will be needed on the building. Plans were made to open that
property up to more varied use including small exhibits and social gatherings. Retired State Architect Bruce
Bockstael, who is also Chair of the WHS Buildings and Grounds Committee, has been an invaluable resource in
this process. Improvements to the Keeney Center included modular wall panels for the Watson Gallery from
Oldham Studios, and the much needed renovation of the main and second floor restrooms.

The WHS Staff welcomed new full-time Curator Kristina Oschmann and new part-time Educator William
(Gillie) Johnson in 2019. These two talented individuals round out a highly effective professional team. Kristina
mounted the Wethersfield Wedding Traditions exhibit, and began work with consultant Elizabeth Fox on a
Collections Survey Grant for CT Humanities. Kristina also manages and schedules volunteers and manages the
gift shop. Gillie picked up the threads of WHS’ partnership with Reaching Beyond the Classroom, and served
nearly 500 students in the fall of 2019. He also managed the 10th Anniversary season of WHS’ popular Old
Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours. Program Coordinator Kevin Andersen took time out of his busy schedule as
WHS Program Coordinator to portray Wethersfield founder John Oldham on the tour, in full 17th century dress.
With the decision to sell the Captain James Francis House, WHS’ longtime “Cookies Over the Coals” preschool
program was reimagined for the Hurlbut-Dunham House as “Victorian Christmas” and saw much success.
Educator Gillie even donned Victorian dress to bring the program into the classroom for a local preschool.

The society produced a full schedule of educational and community programs, as well as fundraising events in
2019. These included Taste of Wethersfield, Wethersfield Heritage Weekend, Keeney Koolers free concerts, a
new program in August, in conjunction with the Old Wethersfield Shopkeepers Association, “Porchfest” with
live music and children's activities, the Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair, Old Wethersfield Lantern Light
Tours and Holidays on Main. None of these programs would have been possible without the support of our
many dedicated member volunteers.

The Keeney Center and Hurlbut-Dunham House once again hosted a production company filming a Lifetime
Christmas movie, “Rediscovering Christmas” for two weeks in late summer, and a premier watch party was
once again held for the community in December. Rental and Marketing Coordinator Jill Fletcher was kept very
busy with all of this and other rental activity at the Keeney.



2019 Wethersfield
Historical Society

GOVERNING BOARD
Elaine St. Onge, President
Beverly J. Lucas, Vice President
Dorene B. Ciarcia, Secretary
Michael Mendoza, Treasurer
Lorrie Adeyemi

Bruce Bockstael

Nancy Kotchko

Michael Munroe

C. Michael O’Halloran
William S. Philbrick
Douglas Weed

ADVISORY BOARD
Seymour A. Adil
Patricia H. Allen
Adriane Beller
Cynthia A. Brown
Robert L. Fisher
Lyle T. Fulton
Gloria G. Gworek
Thomas J. Gworek
Sheila M. Hennessey
Lee G. Kuckro
Richard C. Mahoney
Dorcas M. McHugh
John M. Oblak

John W. Oldham, Jr.
Judith C. Parker
Richard W. Peplau
Howard A. Willard, Jr.
Edward A. Zito

STAFF
Executive Director:
Amy Northrop Wittorff
Program Coordinator:
Kevin J. Andersen
Keeney Rental & Marketing
Coord.: Jill Fletcher
Visitor Services Coord.:
Kristina Oschmann
Educator: William Johnson
Bookkeeper: Mary Procyk
Collections Mgmt. Intern:
Claudia Lonkin
Security: Bruce Taylor,
Brian Helm, Charles Carcio
Weekend Guides:
Eden Fritz Aguiar,
McKayla Dreger, Stephanie Fish,
Romano Ghirlanda

Director’s Annual Report (Continued from Page 1)

In addition to WHS’ community collaborative exhibit “Wethersfield Wedding
Traditions”, WHS also hosted the All-School Art Show, the Wethersfield Art League
Show, an exhibit by the Wethersfield Academy of the Arts, and an anniversary
exhibit by the Great Meadows Conservation Trust. WHS is very glad to be able to
share our space with these community partners.

WHS received generous grants from the Robert Alan Keeney Memorial Fund at the
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving and CT Humanities in 2019 in support of our
educational and community programming and for the care of our collection. WHS
could not accomplish its mission without the generous support of our individual
member donors who continue to give generously each year.

From the Hierarchy of Messages approved by the Governing Board in 2019:

Wethersfield Historical Society believes that history happens every day.
Wethersfield Historical Society is the premier steward of, and authority on, the
historical, architectural and cultural significance of Wethersfield, Connecticut.
While revering the past, Wethersfield Historical Society believes history is a living
thing, ever evolving and enriching. Our commitment is to inspire and educate
people from all backgrounds and cultures on a daily basis.

Amy Northrop Wittorff
Executive Director



WETHERSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2019 AND 2018

2019 2018

Current Assets

Cash and Cash Eqmakents S 13205 § 418

Imesonents 405211 462213

Grares Recenable 9,980 16,000

Imventory 5000 5.000

Prepaid Expenses 3486 7433
Total Current Assets 626072 333590
Eqguprerns and Leasehold Inprovemenss, net 54503 150,196
Structural and Inprovement Stady 12500 2
Endowment Immestmenss 55333 55333

Total Assets 3 $0308  § 748019
Current Liabilities

Accoxss Payabke and Accrued Labdnes 3 14327 § 12.636
Total Current Liabilites 14327 12636
Securzy Deposts 8300 8300

Total Liabilities 20627 20935
Net Assets
Without Donor Resmictions 557504 536,667
With Donor Restrctions 20177 100416
Total Net Assets 826.681 727083

Total Liabilifies and Net Assets 3 $9308 § 748019
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Videographer Jessica Glass Audio engineer Dave Raymond

The Jolly Beggars
Members Left to right:
Greg Wilfrid,
Christopher Vece,

Jeff DesRosier




Sarah E. Wood Remembrance from Jim Woodworth

I first glimpsed Sarah Wood in the summer of 1962
when my high school friends and I started an odd job
“business” and were hired by Sarah’s mother to wash
windows and paint the porch. Sarah, a very attractive
college graduate, was a glamorous, but distant presence.
Eight years my senior, Sarah had attended Welles School
(now the Keeney Center), walking daily up Broad Street
past the house I shared with my extended family, from
her 18th Century home on Warner Place, razed in 1955 to
make way for Route 3. I recall Sarah’s mother coming by
the front porch to chat with my mother on occasion.

Fast forward 40 years when Sarah, retired from a long
career as a teacher, guidance counselor, and school ad-
ministrator, was living with her two little dogs and two
cats in the yellow Cape Cod home her father had built
on Middletown Avenue.

To protect the swamp, brook, pond, flood plain forest,
farmland, 18th Century house site, and potentially de-
velopable frontage on Middletown

on March 21) The calm water had begun to back up
Beaver Brook, mirroring the home of Francis H. Robins,
Wethersfield’s oldest citizen at the time. The two side-
by-side photos, when merged, show houses, then on a
kink in Middletown Avenue, now Warner Place, includ-
ing the Victorian house in which Sarah’s parents rented
an apartment when they first moved to Wethersfield. Or
as Sarah put it, “I was conceived in that house!” Several
of her childhood friends still lived in the little neighbor-
hood.
The photo shows a barn or outbuilding to the left and
a windmill rising above the right corner of the Robbins
farmhouse. The windmill likely stood over the well, still
visible along the Wood parcel trail loop. Last winter, as
I was hacking away at the overgrown multiflora rose
thicket between the trail and the edge of the swamp, a
little downhill from the house site, I discovered a brick
structure. When I mentioned this to Sarah, she identi-
fied the structure as the brick fire

Avenue from commercial develop-
ment, Sarah sold the balance of the
land to the Great Meadows Con-
servation Trust. The Trust received
an Open Spaces and Watershed
(OSWA) Land Acquisition Grant
from CTDEP to defray the cost.
The State holds a deed restriction
to preserve the land in perpetuity,
reinforcing the GMCT'’s preserva-
tion mission.

That was the year I became Presi-
dent of the Trust, officially accept-
ing the OSWA grant from DEP, and
introduced myself to Sarah Wood.
Whenever [ knocked, Sarah would
answer the front door with her two
dogs excitedly underfoot, and we’d
talk about days gone by. Over the
fireplace in her living room, Sarah had a magnificent
photograph of her family lounging on a late summer
afternoon on the lawn under the tall evergreen in front
of their imposing 18th Century home.

A conversation starter for Sarah and me, were the two
side-by-side photographs my grandfather took on March
8, 1936, as the Connecticut River rose to 20 feet on the
Hartford flood gauge (on its way to the record 37.6 feet

place that her father had built.
Her many happy memories of
cookouts there included Girl
Scout campouts. Not long before
she passed away, I asked if she
had any photos from that time in
her life, but sadly she had passed
away before we spoke again.
Sarah graduated from Wethers-
field High School in 1957, two
years after David Anderson.
Anderson Farms has leased

the 6 acres of farmland on the
“Great Plain” on Elm Street

for many years, first from the
Wood family, and since then
from the GMCT. Young David,
who plowed and planted sweet
corn along with his brother Jim
on these fertile six acres, also plowed the snow on the
long sunken drive from Warner place to the Robbins
house. Over the years David has continued to mow the
meadow next to Sarah’s house, perhaps not as often as
Sarah would have liked, but to the great satisfaction of
the GMCT.




Women of Wethersfield

What do a pilot, an educator and a fashion designer have
in common? They all have ties to Wethersfield, were lead-
ers in their fields and for causes important to them, AND
they’re women!

2020 marks the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage in
the United States, and Wethersfield Historical Society’s
newest exhibit detailing the lives and significant contribu-
tions of Wethersfield Women throughout its long and sto-
ried 400 years of history will be on view Fall 2020! There
is not an era of our history, “auncient” or modern, or an
arena of endeavor that has not been profoundly impacted
by the lives and actions of women. We have close to 30
women who will be featured in our exhibition!

The exhibit will feature modern and historic women, from
the first settlers to the “onion maidens,” women entrepre-
neurs, social reformers, historic preservationists, educa-
tors and elected officials. Women of note include Mary

THE ENTRE

THE ACTIVIST.
THE CREATIVE.

Goodrich Jenson, the first Connecticut woman to obtain
her pilot’s license, Dr. Jane Robbins, a doctor who worked
with struggling Italian settlements in NYC, and Sarah
Elizabeth Wood, an educator involved in the fight for in-
tegrated housing and a participant in efforts to enlighten,
engage and educate the community on social issues that
have a direct impact on the African American community.
WHS is still looking for nominations of Wethersfield
women that have made an impact on our community, and
materials/artifacts relating to their lives. You may submit
materials such as photos, journals and correspondence
online by visiting https:/ / www.wethersfieldhistory.org/
wethersfield-women-and-electronic-submission-page /

In addition, you may contact curator Kristina Oschmann
at Kristina.Oschmann@wethersfieldhistory.org or call the
WHS offices at (860) 529-7161 to set up an appointment to
review your nomination and loan of artifacts.

PRENEUR.
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Wethersfield Historical Society welcomes
the following members who are new to us in 2020:

Annie and Kevin Dillon, Maggie Downie,

Melanie and Eric Dunn, Dorena Federici, Mark and Karen

Hollis, Terry Jackson, Mary Kelly, James Kravontka,
David Mullany. Dr. A. Sandy Parsons, Jason Race,
Bill Roberts, Jack Soos, Beverly Uricchio,

and John Zimmerman




