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Welcome Back   WHS was delighted to welcome the public back to the Wethersfield Museum 
at the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center on weekends (Saturdays, 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm and Sundays, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm.) beginning April 3. On May 1, the 
Hurlbut-Dunham House and Cove Warehouse Maritime Museum will also be 
open on Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.  It is our expectation 
that as the COVID-19 situation continues to improve, we will be returning to 
our normal hours of operation. 

         WHS is applying the state’s Reopen Connecticut guidelines to all museums and 
events.

   Visitors are required to wear a face mask/covering at all times in the museum 
and observe the posted room capacity advisories to ensure safe social distancing. 

 
 Please help keep yourself and others safe by following these guidelines:
n  Before visiting the museum, familiarize yourself with the symptoms of COVID-19 and do not
        visit if you feel unwell or have had exposure to someone who was diagnosed with COVID-19.
n  Masks or facial coverings are required by all visitors and should be worn correctly covering
        your nose and mouth fully.
n  Always maintain 6 feet of distance from staff and other visitors outside of your household. 
        Parties may remain together, and children must stay with adults at all times.
n  Wash your hands frequently and utilize the hand sanitizer stations found throughout the museum.
n  Please visit the Welcome Desk on the first floor upon entering and when leaving the building.
n  Please look out for gallery capacity limits posted at the entrance to each exhibition. 
       Our galleries will be monitored to ensure safe social distancing between visitors.
n  Elevator capacity is two adults or one family unit at a time.
n  The front desk is equipped with a plexiglass partition between visitors and staff.
n  We have increased the cleaning and sanitation of the Museum with special attention to 
      high-touch surfaces.       

   If you cannot abide by these policies or feel 
unwell, please visit our website to view our 
Virtual WHS material from the safety of your 
home. We would love to see you another time! 
    Our cleaning and safety protocols comply 
with the State of Connecticut’s guidelines, and 
we continue to adapt these policies to protect 
the health and safety of our visitors and staff.
    While the current state of the pandemic 

permits us the luxury of re-opening our prop-
erties to the public in a limited capacity, two 
rescheduled events – the Taste of Wethersfield 
and Living with History: 2020 House Tour – 
need to remain “on hold” pending more favor-
able conditions.   
    Please check our website and social media 
for the latest information on these events as it 
becomes available.
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Forecast 
Dear WHS Members, 
Spring is here again!
     As I write this, trees and flowers are in bloom, and it 
finally looks like spring has come back to Wethersfield. 
There is also a sense of renewal in the air as many people 
are receiving their COVID vaccinations and begin to feel 
more comfortable venturing outside their homes. While we 
are glad to be seeing our friends and neighbors again, we 
must remain cautious and continue to follow Connecticut 
COVID safety protocols.  
     With that in mind, Wethersfield Historical Society has 
planned some exciting outdoor programming for this 
spring and summer, and we have opened the doors of the 
Keeney Center on a slightly reduced 
schedule to welcome our friends back in 
to our exhibits, with all social distancing 
protocols observed.  The Keeney Center 
is the Town’s visitor center, and the hub 
of Old Wethersfield where visitors can 
not only learn about history, but park, 
use the restroom and learn about all 
that is going on in the village from our friendly front 
desk docents.  
     Come back to the Keeney this spring for our Wethersfield 
Women exhibit, a new addition to Castle on the Cove, the Old 
Wethersfield Shopkeepers’ event “Bicycles on Main,” our 
pop-up editions of the Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair, 
our historical reenactors on Memorial Day weekend, and 
our Keeney Koolers outdoor concerts in July. We will also 
be opening the Hurlbut-Dunham House and Cove Ware-
house Maritime Museum early this year – starting May 1. 
They will be open weekends, 1 – 4.
     Admission to all of our museums is free. We are looking 
forward to seeing you!  
       With warm regards,

                   Amy Northrop Wittorff    Executive Director
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WETHERSFIELD WOMEN ON VIEW THROUGH JULY 10
    Wethersfield Women is currently 
on view in the Watson Gallery of the 
Wethersfield Museum. The exhibit 
can be seen in person during regular 
hours (Saturdays, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm, 
Sundays 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm) and vir-
tually on the WHS website any time. 
Originally designed to coincide with 
the 100th Anniversary of Women’s 
Suffrage, the exhibit features modern 
and historic women drawn from every 
walk of Wethersfield life; from the first settlers to the “onion maidens,” women entrepreneurs, 
social reformers, historic preservationists, educators, and elected officials. Women of note 
include Mary Goodrich Jenson, the first Connecticut woman to obtain her pilot’s license, Dr. 
Jane Robbins, a doctor who worked with struggling Italian settlements in NYC, and Sarah 
Elizabeth Wood, an educator involved in the fight for integrated housing and a participant 
in efforts to enlighten, engage, and educate the community on social issues that have a direct 
impact on the African American community.

COMING IN AUGUST 2021
     WHS is currently working with Judy Keane and the Keane Foundation on an 
exhibit commemorating the 20th Anniversary of 9/11.

WETHERSFIELD MUSEUM ANNOUNCES NEW ACQUISITION
    In March of 2021, WHS was thrilled to add this 
1837 bell to our Castle on the Cove exhibit. Original-
ly used at the Wethersfield State Prison, the bell was 
saved by John Bower who worked as a guard at the 
prison in the late 20th century. John most likely came 
into possession of the bell around the time the prison 
was being demolished. His daughter- in-law, Janet 
Bower, contacted WHS as she felt the bell needed 
to return home. This donation was made “in loving 
memory of John J. Bower”.
    The bell hung in the Belfry at the Prison from 1837 

to 1929, before being moved into storage. According to the 1838 Director’s Report, the pris-
on was in a good place financially, allowing for the construction of several new structures, 
including a new building needed for the storage of manufactured goods. A large cupola was 
erected on top of the main building of the prison, constructed to hold the bell. The bell’s mak-
er was Ephraim Force who operated his brass foundry at various east side addresses in New 
York City from 1810 to 1848.
    The bell was central to everyday life at the prison and was found to aid in carrying out dai-
ly discipline. It rang for meals, in case of fire, told prisoners when to report for work, and to 
alert guards to prison escapes.
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    A showplace located in the heart of 
the Old Wethersfield Historic District, 
the Hurlbut-Dunham House at 212 Main 
Street is a late 18th century home set apart 
by its brick construction and Italianate 
roofline, veranda and trim. When it was 
built, it was the largest home in Wethers-
field. The structure was modernized in 
the mid-19th century in the Victorian 
fashion to adapt to current architectural 
styles. The house sits on 1.6 acres between 
the society's Keeney Memorial Cultural 
Center and the Deming-Standish House, 
which houses Lucky Lou's Bar & Grill, a 
sublessee of the society. This building has 
been the home of two notable local fig-
ures: Captain John Hurlbut who was First 
Mate, and later Captain of the first Ameri-
can ship to circumnavigate the globe, and 
Howard Dunham, who served as Com-
missioner of the Insurance Department 
for the State of Connecticut. 

   Current research indicates that the 
house was probably built sometime 
between 1786 when Elisha and Mary 
(Wright) Boardman purchased the prop-
erty from her brother for 53 pounds 10 
shillings, and 1792 when Thomas Chester 
(Yale 1780) purchased the property with 
“the dwelling house and several build-
ings standing thereon…” for 255 pounds.  
Chester sold the property consisting of 
one acre and three rods of land and “a 

dwelling house and all buildings” to 
John Hurlbut in 1804 for $3200.  In 1825 
the property was purchased by merchant 
Stephen Buckland Goodwin as a family 
home.  Ownership eventually passed to 
his son Levi who made major alterations 
to the house probably between 1865 and 
1873. These alterations included the con-
struction of the ell addition, the addition 
of porches, the Italianate style belvedere 
and substantial changes to the interior. 
Silas Robbins purchased the property for 
$10,000 in 1875 for his son Elisha who 

married Ida Adams in 1879. Their daugh-
ter Jane was born in 1882. Elisha died in 
1894 and Ida and Jane lived there together 
until 1907 when Jane married Howard P. 
Dunham who moved in with his wife and 
mother-in-law. Jane and Howard were ac-
tive in promoting historic preservation in 
our town, and were among the founding 
members of the historical society.   

     Wethersfield Historical Society was 
bequeathed the property in 1963 by Jane, 
and took possession of the house and con-
tents in 1970/71 upon the death of How-
ard.  Jane's will included the request that 
the house and contents “be used to en-
courage general interest in history and to 
promote the study, appreciation and un-
derstanding of the history and traditions 

of my town, state and country.”  Wethers-
field Historical Society spent several years 
refining the house’s collection and mak-
ing repairs to the belvedere and porches.  
In 1988 the Governing Board approved 
a plan to interpret the house as the early 
20th century home of the Dunhams, to 
highlight the existing finishes in the house 
and to make use of documentation in the 
form of original furnishings and Ida Rob-
bins' diaries for the interpretation. This 
was also a time period that was not al-
ready being highlighted by other Wethers-
field museums. The Hurlbut-Dunham 
House officially opened as a museum in 
1995.
     
     Now, twenty-five years later, the Gov-
erning Board has agreed that the narrative 
of the house should be updated and ex-
panded to include the many stories asso-
ciated with the property and the diverse 
people who lived and worked there. Our 
goal is to make the house more relevant 
and engaging for our visitors, and achieve 
the impact we work toward in accordance 
with our mission.  We are asking for your 
input on the stories we explore and the 
way we deliver that information to vis-
itors in order to best meet our commu-
nity’s needs. Visit our website to take a 
short four-question survey. If you’d pre-
fer, you can also pick up a paper survey 
at any of our properties during the month 
of May. Please call the office at (860) 529-
7656 if you would like to be mailed a 
paper survey. We appreciate your survey 
answers and additional comments -- we 
are listening!

Help Reimagine
the Hurlbut-Dunham House
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BICYCLES ON MAIN: WHS PRESENTS THE CT WHEELMEN
     WHS is pleased to participate in The Wethersfield Shopkeeper’s month-long Bicycles on Main 
event, which features thematically decorated bicycles on display all along Main Street during the 
month of May. Don’t miss WHS’ decorated bicycle in front of the Keeney Center. WHS is also taking 
part by presenting the CT Wheelmen on Sunday, May 9 at 12:30 pm in the parking lot behind the Kee-
ney Center. The CT Wheelmen are a dedicated group of bicycle enthusiasts who specialize in riding 
historic bicycles. After their demonstration, stop in to the Keeney Center and have a look at one of the 
historic bicycles from our collection. Stop by the information table for a preview of all the upcoming 
community events in May and beyond. The shutterbugs in the membership might enjoy a photo 
opportunity to shoot the penny farthing and other antique bikes riding through the Village.

WHS ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD VIRTUALLY MAY 19, 2021
     The WHS bylaws stipulate that the membership must meet once per calendar year and hold an 
election to fill vacant seats on the Governing and Advisory Boards. Traditionally, this meeting is held 
the second Tuesday in May and features a catered dinner. Last year’s meeting was canceled due to 
the pandemic and unfortunately, the state’s current Reopen Connecticut guidelines still do not per-
mit us to meet as an entire membership in person. To comply with these guidelines and still meet the 
requirements of our bylaws, this year’s WHS Annual Meeting will be held virtually by Zoom. If you 
are a member in good standing, you should have already received your ballot in the mail along with 
instructions on how to attend the virtual meeting. If you haven’t, please email the office at society@
wethersfieldhistory.org or call (860) 529-7656 and leave a message so that you are not left out of the 
meeting or the election process. 

HERITAGE WEEKEND – MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 2021
     On Memorial Day Weekend, WHS will again host Wethersfield’s own Second Continental Light 
Dragoons, Sheldon’s Horse on Saturday May 29 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm on the lawn between the 
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center and the historic Hurlbut-Dunham House. Pay a visit to 18th cen-
tury Wethersfield and learn what life was like for these Revolutionary soldiers and their horses. The 
Keeney Center will be open 10:00 am – 4:00 pm on Saturday and 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm on Sunday. Cur-
rently on display are our award winning exhibit Castle on the Cove: The Connecticut State Prison 
at Wethersfield, Wethersfield Women, and our permanent exhibit Legendary People, Ordinary Lives. 
The Hurlbut-Dunham House will open early at 10:00 am on Saturday and our Cove Warehouse Mar-
itime Museum at Cove Park will be open 1 - 4. Both museums will be open from 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
on Sunday and on weekends throughout the summer. Thanks to the Robert Alan Keeney Memorial 
Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving and the generosity of our members, regular ad-
mission to all our museums is free.

OLD WETHERSFIELD ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR 2021
     It’s not too early to mark your calendars for this year’s Old Wethersfield Arts and Crafts Fair. On 
Saturday, October 2 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, WHS will again present one of its most popular events. 
Held on the grounds of Cove Park, this year’s event promises all the familiar elements that have 
made it a perennial favorite along with some new surprises. Attending OWACF is a wonderful op-
portunity to support art AND historic preservation, while shopping and enjoying the outdoors. What 
protocols will need to be observed (if any) regarding the COVID-19 pandemic will be announced in 
future Almanacs, the WHS website, and social media. Be on the lookout for Craft Fair “pop-ups” on 
select Saturdays beginning monthly in May. Each “pop-up” will feature a select group of vendors 
specializing in a specific craft (leather goods, jewelry, pottery, weavers) on the grounds of the Keeney 
Center. Select vendors will be treating us to a preview of October’s main event.
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KEENEY KOOLERS 2021
     Due to a reallocation of funds by our grantors as a result of the unique demands placed on their re-
sources by the COVID-19 pandemic, WHS was not expecting to be able to bring Keeney Koolers to the 
Wethersfield audience this summer. When they learned that Keeney Koolers might not take place, some 
of our music loving members stepped forward and donated the necessary funds to make the series 
happen for all of us. Thanks to their generosity, WHS will be presenting the Keeney Koolers Concert Series 
live on the showmobile stage in front of the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center on Tuesday evenings 
at 6:30 pm in July. In the event of inclement weather, concerts will be moved indoors to the Keeney 
Ballroom. Whatever the state’s current Reopen Connecticut guidelines are in effect in July will govern 
indoor admission.

July 13 – Keeney Koolers Concert Series is thrilled to 
present the fresh new sounds of Streetlight Shakers 
to the Wethersfield audience for the first time. 
    Streetlight Shakers is an all original piano driv-
en band dedicated to creating an exciting infusion 
of rock, soul, and blues. Switching effortlessly from 
rowdy dance grooves to sentimental contemplations, 
Streetlight Shakers delivers sophisticated musicality 
and thought-provoking lyrics in a unique pop pack-
age. Using rich harmony, soaring melody, and a driv-
ing rhythm they create songs that tell powerful stories 
with messages that are universally relatable.
     “Few bands show the combination of skill and
passion that Connecticut’s Streetlight Shakers do…
The elegant vocals of Jeff Boratko lead the way past 
intricate basslines and finely-crafted drum patterns, 
telling a story easy to relate to, easy to imagine.” - 
   Rene Cobar, The Deli Magazine

July 20 – Number Nine re-
turns to the showmobile stage 
after having been booked to 
perform on last year’s canceled 
live series. Their tribute to the 
Beatles has long been a favorite 
with Keeney Koolers audiences. 
Come Together and enjoy the fact 
that things are Getting Better. 
You won’t need a Ticket to Ride 
-  admissions is free!

July 27 – TBA.
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WHS welcomes the following new members 
Paula Byczka, Karen L. Carney and William J. Pilkington, Thomas and Marjorie Carson, 
Barbara J. Clancy, Melissa Crowell, Pamela Doyle, Mrs. Susan Griswold, Lawrence and 
Mara Hallisey, Jodie W. and Richard A. Heimgartner, Anthony Homicki and Linda Tajirian, 
David H. Ingraham and Stephanie Gardner, Nance Kriscenski, Douglas and Kristine Lisella, 
Pamela Mitchell, Mrs. Lisa Musco, Brian and Amy Pierz, Rita and Albert Pinchera, 
Melinda Robidoux, Charles and Ann Smith, and Sarah M. Tilley

May 1           Hurlbut-Dunham House and Cove Warehouse Open for the season
May 9           CT Wheelmen at the Keeney 12:30 pm
May 15         Craft Fair PopUp
May 19         WHS Virtual Annual Meeting, 7:00 pm
May 29         Heritage Weekend
June 12         CT Open House Day
July 13          Keeney Koolers: Streetlight Shakers
July 20          Keeney Koolers: Number Nine
July 27          Keeney Koolers: TBA
October 2     Old Wetherfield Arts and Crafts Fair




