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Upcoming Society Events For Fall 2021
Ancient Burying Ground Tours Return

Wethersfield Historical Society is pleased to
announce a new season of Ancient Burying Ground
Tours. Located behind Wethersfield’s First Church
(250 Main Street), the Ancient Burying Ground and
Village Cemetery have served as the final resting
place for Wethersfield residents for over 300 years.
Join us for one of our 90 minute tours of the Ancient
Burying Ground, led by our volunteer research
librarian Martha Smart, and visit the graves of Puritan minister Gershom Bulkley, Colonial poet Elizabeth Scott Williams, freedman Quash Gomer, and
many other interesting individuals. Meet Martha at the red barn beside First Church’s parking lot
on Thursday September 16 at 1pm, Saturday September 18 at 10am, Thursday October 21 at 1pm, or
Saturday October 23 at 10am. Tickets are only $5 for non-members. Members receive free admission.

The Nexus of History and Art

Wethersfield Historical Society and the Wethersfield
Academy for the Arts are delighted to announce a new
collaboration that will be offering a series of unique musical
presentations and cultural talks. The quarterly series launches in the fall of 2021 with the following two programs to be
presented in the Ballroom at the Keeney.
On Friday, September 24 at 7:30 pm, the series opens with
Miss Maybell and the Jazz Age Artistes in “From Ragtime
to Jazz: 1900 to 1930”. The program features songs presented chronologically showing the evolution of American
songwriting in the early 20th century. The artists are Lauren
Sansaricq on vocals, washboard, guitar, and banjo; Charlie Judkins on piano; and Brian Nalepka on
bass and tuba. Suggested donation at the door: $20.00.
The series continues on Thursday, October 24 with The Hot Club of New England. Featuring jazz
power couple Atla and Matt DeChamplain, violinist Jason Anick, guitarist Max O’Rourke, and bassist Greg Loughman of the internationally renowned gypsy jazz group The Rhythm Future Quartet,
the group is on a mission to bring the elegant and classic style of the swing era and the roaring 20’s
to a modern audience. For more information, visit the WHS website or see next month’s Almanac.

FORECAST
Dear Members and Friends,
Summer has flown by – it was a pleasure to see
many of you at our Keeney Koolers concerts and
Time’s Fool Company’s Romeo and Juliet performances on our lawn. This fall will be full of great
events as well! We’re looking forward to our 39th
Annual Old Wethersfield Arts and Crafts Fair on
October 2, as well as the return of our beloved
in-person Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours on
October 15th and 16th.
Both of these important events
would not be possible without the
support of our member volunteers.
Please consider signing up for a
two hour shift at the Arts & Crafts
Fair gate or helping with our bake
sale, or lending support for our
Lantern Light Tours. We also rely
on our friendly volunteer front
desk docents to welcome visitors to our town every
day at the Keeney Center. Whatever your interest and availability, we probably have a volunteer
need you could fill! Contact the office to find out
more.
I would like to thank our supporters who continue to generously donate to our Annual Fund
Drive – your donations directly support our operating budget and make it possible for Wethersfield
Historical Society to carry out its mission in our
community. You make a difference!
With best wishes,
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SEPTEMBER 25TH HARTFORD AVENUE WALKING TOUR
What do a talented but
debt-ridden builder,
a terrifying Revolutionary
War colonel, and a revered
environmentalist have in
common? They were all
residents of Hartford Avenue. Join architecture expert
Dorene Ciarcia and retired
teacher Carol Bruce on Saturday September 25th to learn
more about the beautiful
homes in which these and
other remarkable residents of
Hartford Avenue lived.
On this 90-minute tour, you will see homes from a variety of eras and discover how
architecture has evolved over the past 300 years. The tour departs from the front of the
Board of Education Building (127 Hartford Avenue) at 10am. Free parking is available in
the Board of Education’s parking lot. Tickets for the tour are only $5 for non-members.
Members receive free admission.

39TH ANNUAL OLD WETHERSFIELD ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR

The 39th Annual Old Wethersfield Arts and Crafts Fair returns Saturday, October 2, 2021, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Held on the beautiful grounds of Cove Park, this year’s
installment features more than 60 select artisans offering
original works of art and handmade crafts. In addition,
there will be a wine and craft beer tasting in the historic
Solomon Wells House for those visitors who are of age.
Craft Fair is a wonderful opportunity to support art AND
historic preservation at the same time. There will be pottery, woodwork, prints, jewelry, textiles, and fabric art, painting, photography, and so much more. Free parking
is available along State Street, and adjacent to the DMV. Valet bike parking by Bike
Walk Wethersfield will also be available along the State Street entrance.

Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair is a benefit event that supports Wethersfield Historical Society.
Admission is $7 at the gate or $6 with coupon available on the society’s web site or with a Wethersfield Historical Society membership. Admission is FREE for children under 12 when accompanied by
an adult. Due to the nominal nature of the admission charge, only cash will be accepted at the gate.
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Wethersfield Cove Warehouse Maritime Museum
The venerable Cove Warehouse on our
Wethersfield Cove dates to the late 17th century; it
is the last remaining of six warehouses that stood
on the river’s edge to accommodate Wethersfield’s brisk shipping trade in the first century of
the Town’s existence. The
other warehouses were
swept away in the massive
flood of 1697 that changed
the course of the Connecticut River and created
the Wethersfield Cove we
know today. In 1928, the
Russell K. Bourne D.S.C.
Post (now the Bourne-Keeney Post), of the American
Legion and Jared Butler
Standish restored the
warehouse, and it was
dedicated as part of the
Town’s 300th Anniversary

celebrations in 1934. After the 1936 flood, prisoners from the neighboring Wethersfield State
Prison built the raised stone foundation it sits
on today. The Warehouse became a Wethersfield
Historical Society museum in 1962. It is owned
by the Town and leased to
the historical society for the
annual rent of one rope of
red onions. The warehouse
is featured on the Wethersfield Town Seal.
In January 2014, thieves
pried the latch off of the
massive oak door of the
Warehouse and stole exhibit items that included
shipwright’s woodworking
tools, barrels, a wooden
trunk and an ox yoke. Also
taken were reproduction
wooden benches, exhibit

A History of the Cove Warehouses

graphics such as copies of maps and prints, and
the text labels that explained the objects and the
significance of the Warehouse. Small glass window panes were also broken. Community members donated items to replace those that were
stolen, and the historical society received grants
from CT Humanities and the Hartford Foundation
for Public Giving to reinstall the warehouse exhibit and install a security system.
In May 2014, during Wethersfield Heritage
Weekend, the Cove Warehouse Maritime Museum
was rededicated, 80 years to the day that it was
originally opened as a museum. The new interpretation is hands-on, and visitors of all ages can try
some of the tasks that would have been common
at the warehouse in the past. The Cove Warehouse Maritime Museum is open seasonally, Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm from
Memorial Day through Columbus Day weekend.
Admission is free, and well-behaved dogs are welcome to visit the museum with their owners.

pick out a lot so it
22 September 1648 – The Town voted that Thomas Deming would have a lot on the Common, near the landing for a workyard. The Town appointed Lt. James Bosie and Nathaniel Dickenson to
would ‘[not be an] anoiance to the town’. Deming built and launched the Tryall in 1649 and then moved to Long Island.
Permission was given for six warehouses in the town records. The sixth warehouse may not have been built.
Welles resided
1. 11 March 1661-62 – A piece of land at the Common on the landing place was granted to Samuel Welles, son of Gov. Thomas Welles, ‘to set up a warehouse, and to no other use whatsoever.’ Samuel
in the Glastonbury section of Wethersfield and drowned crossing the Connecticut River in 1675.
.
2. 1670-71 – The Town granted to John Chester ‘a piece of land by the waterside, to build a warehouse upon’. John Chester died in 1697 and left ‘land at the landing near my brother’s warehouse’
at the Town’s
3. 1670-71—In the same year of John Chester’s land grant, the Town granted his brother Stephen a piece ‘of about 2 or 3 rods in breadth’ next to John Chester’s land, to build a warehouse. In 1672,
performing
blacksmith
a
request, Stephen Chester exchanged his piece of land for another, at the northeast side of the land he bought from Thomas Hurlbut. The original piece of land might have been needed for
ship repairs, near to the public dock. Stephen Chester died in 1705 and left a warehouse to his family.
in Wethersfield.
4. December 1683 – The town gave Timothy Hyde a piece of land 40 feet square for a warehouse below Mr. Stephen Chester’s warehouse. Hyde came from Roxbury in the 1670’s and did not die
He ended up in Saybrook and may not have built a warehouse.
Sr.
5. August 1689 – The Town gave Joseph Rowlandson a piece of land 30 feet square below Mr. Stephen Chester’s warehouse, to build his own warehouse. Joseph was the son of Minister Joseph Rowlandson,
and Mary Rowlandson. He died in 1713 and did not own a warehouse at the time of his death.
warehouse if
6. December 1691 – The Town gave Nicholas Morecock a piece of land 40 feet square near Mr. Stephen Chester’s warehouse to build his own warehouse. He could also build a wharf “against” his
he leaves a highway ‘for men cattell, or teams, to pass between said wharf and warehouse’. The wharf would be free for all people of the town. Morecock had come from England to Boston in 1635.
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Visit the
Museum
The Cove Warehouse
Maritime Museum is
located on the waterfront
of the Wethersfield Cove
and used to interpret
Wethersfield’s maritime
trade with the West
Indies that flourished
between 1650 and 1830.
Docent Mike Munroe
conducts tours Saturdays
and Sundays 1:00 pm –
4:00 pm, May 25 through
October 13. A long-time
member of Wethersfield Historical Society,
Mike sits on the society’s
board and generously
volunteers his time. An
enthusiastic student of
the warehouse’s history,
he leads a dynamic and
informative tour and has
a wealth of knowledge
at his disposal to answer
any questions visitors
may have.
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12TH ANNUAL OLD WETHERSFIELD LANTERN LIGHT TOURS
It seemed like just a normal trip, until the privateers
struck. Soon, Josiah Hempstead found himself on trial in
revolutionary Guadeloupe. Would he survive and how
would this ordeal impact the life of his cousin, Martha Riley
Bulkley? Find out by attending Wethersfield Historical Society’s 12th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours.
On this year’s tours, characters from Wethersfield’s maritime past will reveal the rewards and dangers that the sea could bring to those whose
families dared to traverse it. Join us on Friday, October 15 and Saturday, October 16 for
this entertaining and educational journey through the Hurlbut-Dunham House, First
Church, and the Ancient Burying Ground. All tours depart from the Keeney Memorial
Cultural Center (200 Main Street) and leave every 15 minutes between 6:30pm and 8pm.
This historical walk covers approximately one mile over sometimes uneven terrain in
dimly lit areas and is approximately one hour and ten minutes long. Tour participants
should dress accordingly for the weather and wear good walking shoes. Due to the
format and subject matter of the program, it is not recommended for children under
the age of 13. Tickets go on sale Wednesday, September 15 and can be purchased online through a link on our website or in person at the Old Academy (150 Main Street),
Tuesday through Friday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Be sure to get your tickets early as tours
always sell out.
Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours would not be possible without our volunteers,
who generously donate their time and talents to bring these stories to life. For their
service, we are extremely grateful. We would also like to thank the Robert Allen Keeney
Memorial Fund at The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, ShopRite of Manchester &
East Hartford, and members of Wethersfield Historical Society for their financial support of
this program.

HERITAGE WEEKEND

Despite a threatening weather
forecast and overcast skies, an intrepid band of two dozen re-enactors
and craft demonstrators along with
roughly 40 members of the public
turned out to help Wethersfield Historical Society celebrate Heritage
Weekend on May 29 in the Keeney
Memorial Cultural Center. In the photo, Captain Sal Tarantino and the 2nd Continental Light Dragoons perform a libation
ceremony to the memory of fallen comrades as the public looks on. The tradition
traces back to Philip of Macedon.
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KEENEY KOOLERS CONCERT SERIES 2021
In 2020, Wethersfield Historical Society was forced
to make the best of the bad hand dealt to us all by
COVID and hosted two concerts – Goza Latin Band
and The Jolly Beggars – virtually on our website.
(The performances are still available under “Virtual
WHS”). When our funding for this season’s concerts
was reallocated to COVID relief, WHS governing
board members Mike and Joan Munroe offered
to underwrite this year’s Keeney Koolers Concert
Series personally. Their generosity allowed 2021’s
concerts to return to in-person live performances as originally scheduled. Kudos to all our
performers - newcomers Streetlight Shakers (7/13), returning veterans Number Nine (7/20),
and debuting artists The Tricky Bits (7/20) – for reminding us all of the magic that is possible on the showmobile stage. A special nod is due to the The Tricky Bits and their audience,
whose second set was lost to a torrential downpour that started just as intermission began.

WHS PRESENTS CT SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARKS: ROMEO AND JULIET

Wethersfield Historical Society was pleased to host Time’s Fool Company and their outdoor
production of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet on the grounds of the Keeney Memorial Cultural
Center August 18 through the 21. An extra treat for the opening night audience was Romeo and
Juliet, An Insider’s View, a ticketed event held in the Keeney Ballroom allowing the audience to
mingle with the cast and crew. Guests enjoyed prosecco, craft beer, and specialty desserts with
members of Wethersfield’s Heritage Commission and other active community supporters to
discuss the ongoing and important role of the arts in our community. This event was co-hosted
by Time’s Fool Company and Wethersfield Historical Society as a joint fundraiser for both organizations and marks what will hopefully be a long and fruitful partnership.

WETHERSFIELD REMEMBERS 9/11: TWENTY YEARS LATER

Presented jointly by Wethersfield Historical Society and the Richard M. Keane Foundation, this
poignant exhibit opened on August 1 and will
remain on view through September 30. Housed
in the Watson Gallery of the Wethersfield Museum at the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center
(200 Main Street), the exhibit is a collection of
emotionally moving artifacts and memorabilia
that have special significance to the Wethersfield
Community. Museum hours are Tuesday – Saturday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and Sundays
from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Children are welcome, but should be accompanied by a parent
since some of the images may be concerning for them.
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WHS welcomes these new members:
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Wesley and Amanda Broulik, John Mills, Linda and David Pescatello,
Susan Ranniello and Leonard DeMaio, Sharon and Richard Truex, Ryan and Kerry Williams,
Maureen and Tom Willsey

CALENDAR of EVENTS
September 15		
September 16 & 18
September 24		
September 25		
October 2		
October 15 & 16
October 21 & 23
October 21		
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Tickets for Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours go on sale.
Ancient Burying Ground Tour
Miss Maybell & the Jazz Age Artistes
Hartford Avenue Walking Tour
Old Wethersfield Arts and Crafts Fair
Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours
Ancient Burying Ground Tour
The Hot Club of New England (with Matt & Atla DeChamplain)

