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12th Annual Old Wethersfield
Lantern Light Tours, October 15 & 16

Eliza Williams was anxious when she first set foot aboard the Florida in 1858. There she stood on deck, the lone
woman on the Florida, wondering if she would ever see her loved ones again. If all went according to plan, she and
her husband would return in three years, having made a handsome profit by hunting whales. However, there was no
telling what her new life aboard a whaling ship would be like. Would fortune favor her or would this be a voyage that
she would regret taking?

Find out by attending this year’s Old
Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours! This year,
our actors will share stories of maritime
Wethersfield and how the sea brought joy and
despair to historical Wethersfield residents.

At left: Museum Educator Gillie Johnson and
the cast and crew of Old Wethersfield Lantern
Light Tours 2021 are hard at work preparing
this year’s edition of one of the society’s most
popular events. Tours depart every 15 minutes
from the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center (200
Main Street) on Friday, October 15 and Satur-
day, October 16 between 6:30pm and 8pm. Each
tour lasts about one hour and ten minutes and
covers approximately one mile over sometimes
uneven terrain in dimly lit areas. Participants are encouraged to dress for the weather and wear appropri-
ate footwear. The scheduled rain date is October 17. Due to the format and subject matter of the program,
it is not recommended for children under the age of 13. Tickets are $20.00 and are available in person at
the Old Academy, 150 Main Street (cash or check purchases only) or online from a link on our website,
www.wethersfieldhistory.org. Be sure to purchase your tickets early because tours always sell out! Old
Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours would not be possible without the generous financial support of Robert
Allen Keeney Memorial Fund at The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, ShopRite of Manchester &
East Hartford, and members of Wethersfield Historical Society. We would also like to thank our volunteers
for donating their time and talents to bring these stories of Maritime Wethersfield to life.

Ancient Burying Ground Tours October 21 & 23

Join Research Librarian Martha Smart for the last Ancient Burying Ground Tours of the season. On Thursday,
October 21 at 1:00 pm and Saturday, October 23 at 10:00 am, Martha will reprise the tours she gave in Septem-
ber, providing another opportunity to visit the final resting places of prominent Wethersfield residents and learn
something about the lives they led in the same place we live today. Meet Martha at the red barn beside First
Church’s (250 Main Street) parking lot prior to the tour. Tickets are $5.00. Members receive free admission.




FORECAST

Dear Members and Friends,

We are coming into the busiest
and most exciting season here in
Old Wethersfield — Autumn! I
am writing this on the eve of our
39th Annual Old Wethersfield Arts
& Crafts Fair, which is a favorite
event where we have the oppor-
tunity to visit with so many of our
friends. I'd like to thank all of the
volunteers who are helping this year.

Right on the heels of the Arts & Crafts Fair is
our 12th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light
Tours. We have a wonderful line up of characters,
all portrayed by volunteer actors, so don’t miss it!
We will also be opening our new exhibit on Mar-
itime Wethersfield soon. We have a treasure trove
of ship’s logs, bills of lading, account books and
other documents in our archives that tell the story
of our town’s maritime history. This exhibit will
shed light on all that information we are so fortu-
nate to be able to preserve. We are also planning a
stellar program series for this coming winter and
spring to complement the exhibit, so get ready to
come out and learn new things!

I would like to thank our supporters who con-
tinue to generously donate to our Annual Fund
Drive — your donations directly support our oper-
ating budget and make it possible for Wethersfield
Historical Society to carry out its mission in our
community. You make a difference!

With best wishes,
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2020 ANNUAL REPORT

Wethersfield Historical Society ’s mission is to preserve and promote
Wethersfield’s history and culture to inspire people today and tomorrow.

Executive Director’s Annual Report 2020

2020 was an unprecedented year for everyone. At Wethersfield Historical Society we began the year moving
full speed ahead with several projects underway and plans on track for a busy year.

In January Educator Gillie Johnson ran outreach programs on colonial medicine for almost 150 students from
elementary schools in South Windsor, Hartford, and Middletown. In this program, students learn about the
medical practices of Europeans and Native Americans. After discussing the terrible impact of diseases on the
Wongunk tribe, students learn about the role leeches played in colonial medicine. Then, students learn about
colonial herbal remedies by reading a primary source and using the information contained in it to figure out
which herb they should use to cure each of their six patients. Finally, students make their own sachets, which
they keep and take home with them. Sachets were small bags that contained herbs or flowers that could be used
to make people and things smell nice. The kids love the leeches and the sachet making. Reaching Beyond the
Classroom (RBC), the organization that requested this particular program loves how interactive the program is
and how it forces the kids to think. Gillie also visited Hanmer Elementary School and led the 3rd-grade
students in a lesson on Wongunk objects. This new program was designed by previous educator, Jessica Dean,
and incorporated the objects from the old “Wampum & Wigwams” program. Upon arriving with his “mystery
box”, Gillie distributed the objects to pairs of students. Each pair had a few minutes to try to figure out what
their object was. Then, each pair took turns presenting their theories to the class. Gillie then revealed what the
objects were and asked follow-up questions to help the kids dive deeper into how the objects were used or how
they were similar to objects that we still use today. The kids loved learning about the objects so much that Gillie
shared several bonus objects with them. We had stellar feedback from local parents on how much their children
loved this program.

In February, Gillie went to 1st Church Preschool and led the 3-year-olds in a program about the history of
Valentine’s Day. Gillie used a box of objects to tell the story of how the holiday evolved over time. After
sharing copies of Valentine’s Day cards from WHS’s collection, Gillie led the kids in creating their own
Victorian-style Valentines. Finally, the program concluded with the kids trying out some Victorian Parlor
Games. This program also received rave reviews. Also in February, Gillie and board member Mike Munroe led
the Pack 33 Cub Scouts on tours of our permanent and prison exhibits.

At the end of January, Executive Director Amy Wittorff presented a hearth cooking workshop at the home of
member Paul Bourdon (former home of Paul and Donna Courchaine), the c. 1637 Hubbard House on Main
Street. It was a lovely evening with congenial people and a good time was had by all.

In January and February, Curator Kristina Oschmann and the Collections Committee were hard at work clearing
out the Francis House prior to its sale. The house sold at the end of February to a very nice family with young
children. WHS realized its goal for the future of the Francis House — it will again be a family home, with
owners who embrace its history and will continue to preserve it.

Also in January and February, Kristina, Collections Consultant Betsy Fox, Board President Elaine St. Onge,
Intern Claudia Lonkin were working on a collections survey project funded by CT Humanities to survey the
large items in our collection: furniture, clocks, and agricultural equipment. This project allowed us to identify
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Director’s Annual Report (Continued from Page 1)

objects in our spaces that were not accessioned, and to remove items that did not fit
within the scope of our collection to make way for objects being brought to storage
at the Keeney Center from the Francis House. The on-site work on this project was
thankfully completed before the shutdown in mid-March. During this time Kristina
was also planning our next exhibit “Wethersfield Women.”

In early 2020 we were also busy making upgrades to our buildings. The small public
restroom in the Hurlbut-Dunham House was renovated, and the decision was made
to uninstall the kitchen exhibit in order to make room for expanded use of the house.
The kitchen appliances, bought for that exhibit in the 1990s, were sold to Weston
Historical Society for their 1930s kitchen exhibit.

At the Keeney Center, the Keeney Ballroom was painted and received new window
treatments, as the original 30-year-old shades were crumbling. The new décor is
light, simple, and elegant, and highlights the beautiful woodwork and lovely
chandeliers. We had the opportunity to show off the new décor at the Bridal
Showcase we held in February, organized by Rental and Marketing Coordinator Jill
Fletcher in partnership with Larissa Lake. The event included 12 vendors, food and
beverage tastings, and a fashion show.

Also at the Keeney, as part of our Strategic Technology Grant from the Hartford
Foundation for Public Giving’s Nonprofit Support Program, new digital projectors
and screens were installed in the Rotary Room and May Classroom. We now have
three meeting rooms with digital projection available.

In mid-March, the pandemic hit, and everything shut down. Like everyone else, we
initially thought the shutdown would only be for a couple of weeks. We had been
well underway with work on our 15" Annual Taste of Wethersfield fundraiser to be
held in early May, and the Wethersfield House Tour scheduled in June. These were
both shaping up to be stellar events. We ultimately canceled all of our fundraising
events: Taste of Wethersfield, the House Tour, the Arts & Crafts Fair, and a Farm
Dinner we had been planning for the fall. We also canceled our planned spring
docent trip to Fairfield and Greenwich, our Memorial Day Heritage Weekend events,
our Annual Meeting, Porchfest, and Holidays on Main. The Keeney Center and Old
Academy were closed.

Fortunately, thanks to Technology Committee Chair Will Philbrick and that Strategic
Technology Grant (and lessons learned from extended power outages due to storms)
the staff was already set up to work from home with all of our documents on the
cloud, and each staff member equipped with a laptop computer. Our Governing
Board learned how to use Zoom quickly. Every regular staff member has been kept
working throughout the pandemic. Weekend Docent Gabriella Rizzo-Velez began a
collections inventory project, working alone in the Keeney collection storage rooms,
and Security staff member Charlie Carcio took on numerous small maintenance tasks
around the Keeney Center, including restoring the windowsills in the Keeney
Ballroom, and a lot of small painting projects.

The decision was made to move as many of our programs to the internet as possible.
Thanks to the varied talents of Program Coordinator Kevin Andersen, we were able
to make a big impact with our virtual offerings. Kevin arranged for an online portal



where community members could submit nominees for our Wethersfield Women exhibit. We launched a new
initiative “Chronicling COVID-19” where community members were asked to share their activities, thoughts,
and reflections during the pandemic, also through an online portal. This has become an online exhibit and is a
valuable addition to our archive for future generations. Kevin also arranged for the online exhibits for both of
these projects.

Educator Gillie began providing virtual school programs for local students, and created a five-part virtual
summer family program on the following topics: Intro to Black History in Wethersfield, The American
Revolution, The CT State Prison at Wethersfield, The Ancient Burying Ground, and Wethersfield Women.
Each part included a self-guided walking tour and a scavenger hunt. Kevin filmed and edited all of the
programs, which were made freely available on our website.

Kevin also arranged for the filming and did some of the editing for our virtual Keeney Kooler Concerts. We had
booked Goza Latin Band, the Jolly Beggars, and Number Nine for our free outdoor concerts. Goza and the Jolly
Beggars were filmed with social distancing in the Keeney Ballroom. We had hoped to be able to hold a live
concert at Cove Park with Number Nine but were ultimately unable to receive permission for that from the town
of Wethersfield, so that concert was canceled. We were unable to open the Keeney Center or Old Academy due
to Town directives, but we did open the Hurlbut-Dunham House and Cove Warehouse in the summer with
social distancing and all appropriate protocols in place. Many thanks go to Board Member Mike Munroe who is
our regular Cove Warehouse docent. Mike has quite a following among regular Cove Park visitors.

Our Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours were held virtually this year, thanks again to Kevin and Gillie. All of
our actors were filmed individually onsite with Gillie delivering an introduction and conclusion. Kevin edited
all of the videos and they appeared serially on our social media and website. We tried to arrange for our concert
and family program videos, and our Lantern Light Tours to be aired on Wethersfield free public TV but were
unable to contact officials at that station. In the end, all of our videos were (and continue to be) available free of
charge on our website. None of this would have been possible if we had not had Kevin with his contacts and
photography and computer skills to lead these virtual projects. The programs were all funded by our grant from
the Robert Allan Keeney Memorial Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving.

Back at the Keeney Center, the History Channel (which included a COVID officer on its crew) filmed several
scenes for its series “The Food that Built America” at the Keeney Center and Hurlbut-Dunham House in
October. We had hoped to open the Keeney Center and Old Academy after the filming in October, but a surge
in COVID cases prevented that. Staff members continued to work from home or in isolation at our buildings.
Kevin, Executive Director Amy, and Bookkeeper Mary Procyk met on Tuesdays at the Old Academy to deal
with mail and financial matters, and Gillie and volunteer Research Librarian Martha Smart met at the Old
Academy on Wednesdays and Fridays to do research and answer requests. Jill Fletcher made sure that the
outside of the Keeney Center was kept up, and decorated seasonally. She was also able to rent the Keeney
Ballroom for small socially distanced meetings and parties, including Ann Pimm’s 100" birthday party, and a
family gift-opening party on Christmas Day.

Kristina mounted the physical “Wethersfield Women” exhibit in the Watson Gallery and brought contributors
and members in by appointment to see it. She also continued her work at the Hurlbut-Dunham House and
oversaw the completion of the Collections Management Program. Because we still could not open the Keeney
Center to the public, Kristina arranged for “Children’s Holiday Wreaths” to replace our usual indoor
“Children’s Holiday Trees” exhibit. The wreaths were created by community groups and decorated the outside
of the Hurlbut-Dunham House and Keeney Center.

WHS was fortunate to receive a Payroll Protection Loan in 2020 in the amount of $41,500, which was 100%
forgiven, and a $10,000 CARES grant from the NEH through CT Humanities. Our member donors were
extremely generous during this difficult time and our total Annual Fund income exceeded $70,000. This was
most helpful, as WHS forgave nine months of rent for our Keeney tenant the Wethersfield Chamber of



Commerce, and deferred rent for our Deming-Standish-House tenant Lucky Lou’s. Of course, all of our major
fundraising events were canceled, and rentals of the Keeney Center were extremely limited. We were able to
hold our annual Village Cemetery decorations fundraiser thanks again to Dave Kelly, and a restaurant
fundraiser with Puerto Vallarta in Newington thanks to Past President Dorene Ciarcia.

WHS made a step forward with our marketing goals by creating comprehensive Brand Standards with the
volunteer help of local graphic designer Lisa Santoro. We also began the process of undertaking a Capital
Campaign Feasibility Study with the support of the HFPG Nonprofit Support Program. This was put on hold
when COVID hit and was picked up again in 2021.

During the summer, the Executive Director and Governing Board worked hard on “Wethersfield Historical
Society’s Stance Against Discrimination and Oppression.” This document, located on our website at the top of
our “About Us” tab, outlines what we have done to highlight Wethersfield’s historic and current diversity, how
we work to welcome all people to our programs and exhibits, and our commitment to doing more. The
document concludes:

“WHS is a community organization, and all of the content in its collection comes from our residents and
neighbors. The objects and images in our collections and all of the manuscripts in our archives have
been donated to us by community members or their descendants. We actively invite our community
members to help build our collections with information that helps to tell the story of Wethersfield and its
history.

When we say “History Happens Every Day” we mean it. Every member of our community deserves to
be seen and heard and we are committed to make that happen every day.”

Even though 2020 was an extremely difficult year for everyone, WHS was able to continue our mission work
with great success thanks to the talent, creativity, and dedication of our staff and the support of our Governing
Board, especially Board President Elaine St. Onge, our volunteers, and members.

Amy Northrop Wittorff
Executive Director



WETHERSFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020 AND 2019

Current Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Investments
Grants Receivable
Inventory
Prepaid Expenses

Total Current Assets

Equipment and Leasehold Improvements. net
Structural and Improvement Study
Endowment Investments

Total Assets

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities

Total Current Liabilities
Security Deposits

Total Liabilities
Net Assets
Without Donor Restrictions
With Donor Restrictions

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

2020 2019
$ 140.688 113295
691.734 495211
40479 9980
5.000 5.000
3486 3486
881.387 626972
51.193 154.503
12.500 12.500
55333 55333
$ 1.000.413 849.308
S 11.620 14.327
11.620 14327
8300 8.300
19.920 22,627
551421 557.504
429.072 269,177
980.493 826.681

S

1.000.413

849.308

GRANTING ORGANIZATIONS

Wethersfield Historical Society is pleased to acknowledge the following organizations for their generous support:
Robert Allan Keeney Memorial Fund at Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

CT Humanities

Farmington Bank Community Foundation

Nonprofit Support Program at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

MEMBERSHIP RECOGNITION 2020 Cumulative Giving
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Doug and Amy Weed

Red Onion Society ($500 +)

Patricia H. Allen

Ms. Kathleen Bagley & Mr.
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Cynthia A. Brown

Carol Bruce

Joseph and Jill Cote

George M. Chester, Jr. &
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Nancy & Steve Kotchko
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Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mendoza
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Betty Sheehan

Roberta & Doug Simpson
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Judy Tatters

Ed & Kay Zito

Explorers ($250 +)

Doug & Mary Alves
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Peter & Adriane Beller

Bruce & Carol Bockstael

Lisa H. Bowman

Michael J. Fuschi
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Mary Beth Jordan

Victoria Lombardi

Charles & Judith Melchreit
Joseph & Beverly Pierz
Jack & Diane Quinn
Richard & Pamela Rapacz

Melinda Robidou

Raul A. Rodriguez &
Margaret J. Westwood

Charles & Elizabeth
Stewart

Judy Strong

Lee & Carol West

Nutmeggers ($100 +)

Lorrie Adeyemi

Matthew C. Atwater &
Margaret B. Downie

Edith Murphy Barry

Greg Bedula

Dr. Carl & Irene Braren

Joseph F. & Linda M
Brislin

Nan Carpino

Laura Somers Chandler

Doreen Ciarcia

Bill & Pat Derech

Francis & Barbara
DeRobertis.

Melanie & Eric Dunn

Elizabeth M. Enes

Roger & Gail Fabian

Dorena Federici

Susan Fennelly

John & Carole Fisher

David & Lynn Fleming

DONORS TO COLLECTIONS 2020
Anonymous
Awilda Aponte
Mark Battista
Lauren Clarke
Susan Dee

Wynne Demille
Nicole DiCisso
Louise Gordona
Ellen Hankard
Elizabeth Huffman
Rachel LeClerc
Daniel Marcoux
Meg McDonough
Jesse Smith

Anne Sheffield
Elaine St. Onge

NEW MEMBERS IN 2020

Matthew C. Atwater & Margaret
B. Downie

Annie & Kevin Dillon

Rick Doran

Melanie & Eric Dunn

Dorena Federici

Richard & Jill Fletcher

Richard Fowler

Mark & Karen Hollis

Terry Jackson

Filomena Keifer

James Kravontka

Jayne & Richard Lawson

Vincenzo & Concetta Lenoci

David Mullany

A. Sandy Parsons

Robert C. & Suzanne D. Pettit

Jason & Kathleen Race

William Roberts

Jack Soos & Kerrie Rowe

Nancy Stone

Beverly Uricchio

John Zimmermann

IN MEMORIAM 2020
Elizabeth F. Arnold
Virginia Willard Baer
Helga Gagne
Jacqueline Jones
Richard Lasher
Leon McNelly
Joyce Rossignol
Lieschen L. Seabeck
Janet H. Wallace
Sarah E. Wood



Nutmeggers cont.
Constance Fraser

Lyle & Mary Fulton

Shirley Fulton

Laurel F. Goodgion

Sue Grossman

Dr. & Mrs. William A.
Haines

James & Carol Hall
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Mr. & Mrs. George Kelly

Richard Kuzmak & Nancy
Brennick Kuzmak

Stuart Lewis

Judith Libby
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John & Patty Oldham
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Robert C. Pettit & Suzanne
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Mary Procyk

Ms. Barbara Ruhe

Richard & Meher Schulman

Mr. & Mrs. Alan R.
Schumann, Sr.

J. Barry & Kirsten Sheehan

Mrs. Maryanne Shinn

Mr. Doug R. Shipman

Robert & Martha Smart

Jack Soos & Kerrie Rowe

Linda Spazian

Pamela & Paul St. Jean

Mrs. Virginia L. Stewart

Orren & Helena Tench

Mr. Stephen Thompson

Tim & Herminia Tuell

Jon & Paula Vining

Bruce P. Wallace

Greg T. Waterman & Rachel
M. Pattison

J. Stewart Wells

Howard A. Willard, Jr.

Andrew L. Wizner & Sheila
M. Houlihan

Dick & Lucille Zanini

Settlers ($50 +)

James Booth

Inga Buhrmann

Chloe Carlson

Claire O’Toole Cashman
Barbara Cass Pamboukes
Ms. Kathy Cortland

Manny & Pat Ciarcia
Paul & Diana Doyle
Mrs. David R. Edwards
Lt. Col. Treasvant A. Feaster
& Mrs.

Feaster
Mr. Reno Franconi
Mr. & Mrs. Welles F. Hale
Arline S. Hallisey
Dorothy Haskell
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Jensen
Steve & Martha Kirsche
Joe & Fran Lawrence
Colleen Lawson
Mr. Harry Lichtenbaum
Ms. Beverly A. Loughlin
Ms. Anna C. Maruca
John & Pat Mulrain
Brent & Rita-Ann Owen
James T. Pawlak
Don & Pam Peterson
Steven Piferi
Elizabeth A. Pinney
G. Roger Poynton
Ray & Rose Riley
Jane-Helen G. Ross
Dayne Rugh
Leigh & Betty Standish
Ms. Joanne Starace
Martha Stassen & Reggie
Kennedy
Peter & Nancy Storms
Mrs. Elaine Strecker
Paul & Beth Thompson
Anne M. Tranberg
Lorraine Willin
Frank G. Winiarski

SPECIAL GIFTS

Friends of the Fountain
Patricia H. Allen
Ann and John Mallin

In memory of Elizabeth
Arnold

Patricia H. Allen

Edward F. Arnold & Anne M.
Arnold

Percy Deift

Thomas & Gloria Gworek

Rebecca M. Jackson

Todd & Beverly Lucas

Wesley Sargent & Elaine St.
Onge

Marko Zlotich & Nancy Maes
Aherne

In memory of Michalina
Bordonaro
Peter & Katy Bordonaro

In memory of Leon McNelly
Charles T. Bell
Douglas Henck
Lee G. Kuckro

2020 CUMULATIVE GIVING AND SPECIAL GIFTS

Memorial Bricks:

Astrological Society of CT

Nan Carpino

Michael J. Fuschi

Nose in the Book Club

Raul A. Rodriguez &
Margaret J. Westwood

Linda Spazian.

CORPORATE DONORS

Astrological Society of CT,
Inc.

Bin 228

Blades International Salon

Circa Antiques and
Collectibles, LLC

City Fish Market

Connecticut River Museum

Creative Place

Janet Klett, D'Esopo Funeral
Chapel

Double A Veterinary
Hospital

Fidelity Charitable

Heart of the Country

Kim Notaro

Leo's Pizza

Live Right Wellness

Luna Photo Lounge

Neill Walsh Goldsmith

New Britain Museum of
American Art

Omar Coffee Company

Denise Whalen

Party Your World, LLC

Phillip M. Rouquie, LLC

Restaurant Supply

Rings End

Shop-Rite Hardware 11, INC

ShopRite of Manchester, East
Hartford & Vernon

Sunshine Entertainement

Taylor Rental Manchester &
West Hartford

TD Bank

The Benevity Community
Impact Fund

The Valley Railroad
Company

United Way of Central &
Northeastern CT

Welles Family Association

Wethersfield Travel

Zen's Toyland

IN-KIND DONORS,

Bin 228

Blades International Salon

Circa Antiques and
Collectibles, LLC

Connecticut River Museum

Creative Place

Heart of the Country

Kim's Flower Shop

Larissa Lake and Co.

Leo's Pizza

Live Right Wellness

Luna Photo Lounge

New Britain Museum of

American Art

Omar Coffee Company

Party Your World, LLC

ShopRite of Manchester,
East Hartford, and Vernon

Sunshine Entertainment

Taylor Rental Manchester
& West Hartford

The Valley Railroad
Company

Zen's Toyland

C &R Printing

David Kelly

Great Meadows
Conservation Trust

Lenoci Landscaping

Phil Lohman

Oldham Studios

Will Philbrick

Martha Smart

Village Cemetery Association



39" Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair

Saturday, October 2 had to have been one of the all-time-top-ten days for weather in the history of Craft Fair.
Almost 2,000 people came through the gates to enjoy the sunshine, the company of their community, and to
shop the wares of close to eighty vendors. Wethersfield Historical Society would like to thank all our
volunteers, participating vendors, the Town of Wethersfield, Kathy Bagley, Rachael Mattioli, Show Director
Elizabeth White-Peters, and everyone who came out on Saturday to make Craft Fair such a successful event.

Craft Fair is a juried event and the Wethersfield Historical Society provided a panel of judges to issue awards in
the following categories: Most Original Artist, Favorite New Avrtist, Favorite Returning Artist, Best in Show,
and First Place Artisanship. This year’s winners appear below.

Wethersfield’s own Michele
Cottone Kriticos (MCK Original
Designs, LLC) was named “Best
in Show” in her very first visit to
OWACF. At left is WHS
Executive Director, Amy
Northrop Wittorff.

This year’s prize for Best
Acrtisanship was split between
Judy Buffolino and Missy
Niemeyer who shared the
Whimsicalia booth.
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39" Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair cont.

Round Hill Alpacas, LLC was named “Favorite Returning Artist”. Craft Fair is always happy to see Randy and
Cindy Hall (and whoever they happen to bring with them to the party).

g
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This year’s “Favorite New Addition” went to Tracy Farricker Kropp (Mount Cornwall Bindery). Welcome to
Craft Fair and we look forward to seeing you again next year.

“Most Original” went to author Beth M.
Caruso and her “Witches of Windsor”
booth. Congratulations on your first visit
to OWACF. (No disrespect intended to
Windsor, but Wethersfield was here
first).

Qi 2021
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The Nexus of History and Art Continues:

The Hot Club of New England

Following up on the success of Miss Maybell and the

Jazz Age Artistes in September, the partnership between
Wethersfield Historical Society and Wethersfield Academy
for the Arts continues in October with The Hot Club of
New England on Thursday, October 21 at 7:30 pm. Featur-
ing jazz power couple Atla and Matt DeChamplain, gui-
tarist Max O'Rourke, and bassist Greg Loughman (of the
internationally renowned gypsy jazz group The Rhythm
Future Quartet), HCNE is on a mission to bring the elegant
and classic style of the swing era to a modern audience. :
They will be joined by violinist Rob Flax and special guest Chris Coulter on saxophone and clarinet for
this performance. Their music contains echoes of Ella Fitzgerald, Duke Ellington, Nat King Cole and
other legends of the Great American Songbook, tinged with the French Manouche style of the great
Django Reinhardt and the Quintette du Hot Club de France. This concert is being presented “cabaret
style” with tables and chairs. The audience is welcome to BYO, if of age. Wethersfield’s indoor masking
mandate is in effect. Suggested donation at the door: $25.00.

New Exhibit for the Wethersfield Museum
With the closing of our successful exhibit, Wethersfield
Remembers 9/11: Twenty Years Later, on September 30,
Wethersfield Historical Society is busy preparing its suc-
cessor for the Watson Gallery. Wethersfield was one of the
first towns along the Connecticut River actively engaged
in maritime trade and has a rich and long history as a
trading hub, making it a fertile subject for our next exhibit.
Wethersfield notables Samuel Boardman and John Hurlbut
will be featured, as well as the commodities they traded
in; the Wethersfield red onion, horses, sugar, and salt.
Wethersfield’s participation in the Atlantic trade, the West
Indies, and slavery will all be explored. It will strive to
shed new light on the often-overlooked stories of multiracial
privateers, Black seamen, and enslaved peoples. Check the Wethersfield Historical Society website and
the front of the Keeney Center for the exact time and date of the opening

Drawing possibly by Edward Bulkeley, 1763

Holidays on Main and the Historic Hurlbut-
Dunham House Open Weekends in December
Lastly, it is not too early to start thinking about the hol-
idays. In conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce’s
Holidays on Main event on Thursday, December 2,
WHS will offer free cider, a selection of home-made
cookies for purchase, and a place to warm up at the
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center. Also, the historic
Hurlbut-Dunham House will be festively decorated for
the holidays and open for tours Saturdays and Sundays
1:00 pm — 4:00 pm the first three weekends in December
(12/4,12/5,12/11,12/12,12/18, and 12/19).
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WHS welcomes the following new members

Awilda Aponte, Susan & Vincent DiMauro, Juliette & William Erskine, John & Patricia Ferrantino,
Gerald & Carol Gingras, Margo Gordon, Will Gorton, Edward Harrison, Maria Luvera, Amy Morgan,
Thomas Shugrue, Peter Spangenberg & Christine LaMorte, Kevin & Katie Sullivan, Susan & David
Whitehouse, and Joan Wilson

CALENDAR of EVENTS
October 15 & 16 Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours
October 17 Rain date: Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours
October 21 & 23 Ancient Burying Ground Tour
October 21 The Hot Club of New England (with Matt & Atla DeChamplain)
Fall 2021 Opening of Maritime Wethersfield

December 2 Holidays on Main
Dec. 4,5,11,12,18,19 Decorated Hurlbut-Dunham House Open Weekends
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