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Canton in Connecticut: Early American engagement with China

On Tuesday, June 7 at
7:00 pm, Wethersfield
Historical Society wel-
comes Peabody Essex
Museum Associate Direc-
tor Karina H. Corrigan

to the Keeney Memorial
Cultural Center Ballroom
to present the closing
lecture of the Maritime
Wethersfield Cultural
Series - Canton in Con-
necticut: Early American
engagement with China.
Ms. Corrigan will speak about the thriving and
cosmopolitan Chinese port city of Guangzhou
and its impact on life in early 19th century Con-
necticut. Known to foreign merchants as Canton,
Guangzhou was the only port city in China open
to foreign trade for over 100 years. This lecture
explores the logistics of early American trade with
China, the principle luxury goods such as tea,
silk, porcelain and lacquer imported from Guang-
zhou, and the profound impact this trade had

on people’s lives in Connecticut during the early
19th century. Admission is $10.00 for the General

Public and free to current members
of Wethersfield Historical Society.
Karina H. Corrigan is Associate
Director — Collections and the H.A.
Crosby Forbes Curator of Asian
Export Art at PEM. In her curatorial
practice she oversees the largest,
most comprehensive public col-
lection of cross-cultural art from
China, Japan, and South Asia.

She has organized ten exhibitions
drawn from PEM’s notable collec-
tions including Asia in Amsterdam:
The Culture of Luxury in the Golden
Age, co-organized with the Rijksmuseum. Corrig-
an received a 2020 Award of Excellence from the
Association of Art Museum Curators for her work
on PEM’s Sean M. Healey Gallery of Asian Export
Art. She is currently co-organizing Power and Per-
spective: Early Photography of China with Stephanie
H. Tung for September 2022. Corrigan received

a BA in Art History and Medieval Renaissance
Studies from Wellesley College, an MS in Historic
Preservation from the University of Pennsylva-
nia and an MA from the Winterthur Program in
American Material Culture.

Closing out the musical portion of the Maritime
Wethersfield Cultural Series, Essex own The
Jovial Crew are making the trip up the Con-
necticut River to perform on the showmobile
stage on Tuesday, June 28 at 6:30 pm. Bring
your lawn chairs, blankets, and coolers and en-
joy “Songs and tunes of the sea, pub, and shore”
in the first outdoor concert of the Wethersfield
Historical Society’s season. In the event of inclem-
ent weather, the concert will move indoors to the Kee-
ney Ballroom. The Jovial Crew are a long stand-
ing fixture of every Monday night at the world
famous Griswold Inn. In its current incarnation,
Cliff’s crew includes Tim Marth, Rick Spencer,
and Joseph Morneault.




FORECAST

Changing of the Guard

What a pleasure it was to be able to come together in person to celebrate
Wethersfield Historical Society’s 90th Annual Meeting! We looked back on
the challenges we have met, and recognized some of the key people who
have helped us meet them.

Governing Board President Elaine St. Onge stepped down after serving six
years on the Board (this time around), the last three as our President. Elaine
first joined the Board in 1971, and later was an indispensable member of the
staff for 33 years. She retired in 2013, but was soon back at work on our Ad-
visory Board and then the Governing Board. How fortunate we have been
to have her wisdom, calm, and warmth during these challenging years. We
also inducted three new members into our Volunteer Hall of Fame who have
also been key to our success — Secretary and Development Committee Chair
Nancy Kotchko, Treasurer and Finance Committee Chair Mike Mendoza,
and Vice President and Governance Committee Chair Doug Weed.

We still have big challenges facing us, most notably the restoration of our
Hurlbut-Dunham House, and our Capital Campaign,
now in its early stages, to raise funds for that resto-
ration. You may have noticed that we have blocked
off access to the porch at the Hurlbut-Dunham
House. The porch’s foundation has seriously deteri-
orated, and it is not safe to walk on. We have applied
to the State Historic Preservation Office for a match-
ing grant from the Historic Restoration Fund for its
repair, as well as repairs to the house’s foundation
and accommodations for ADA access — please keep
your fingers crossed that we will receive it! We are very fortunate to have
Retired State Architect Bruce Bockstael who is our Buildings and Grounds
Committee Chair, and Architect and Governing Board Member Joe Pierz
overseeing the plans for the restoration.

With these challenges in mind, we are in excellent hands moving forward
with Dorene Ciarcia who is taking on the role of Governing Board President
for the second time around, and new Vice President Lorrie Adeyemi. Nancy
Kotchko is continuing as Secretary, and Doug Weed has taken on the office
of Treasurer. Our Capital Campaign Committee is co-chaired by Lee Kuckro
and Mike Mendoza. We are very happy to note that we have gained 58 new
members since last year’s Annual Meeting — this year’s new members are
our Governing Board and Volunteer Hall of Fame members of the future.
Welcome!

We have a busy summer ahead with many enjoyable events. I look forward
to seeing all of our members, old and new. Happy 90th year, Wethersfield
Historical Society!

With best wishes,

Amy Northrop Wittorff
Executive Director
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Keeney Koolers Concert Series July 2022

In what is one of the most popular events on Wethersfield Historical Society calendar, the
Keeney Koolers Concert Series returns to the front lawn of the Keeney Memorial Cultur-

al Center (200 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT). This summer, two acts are making their series’
debut and, due to popular demand, another band is back for a return engagement. As always,
concerts take place on the showmobile stage at 6:30 pm. Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, cool-
ers, and your dancing shoes. In the event of inclement weather, concerts will move indoors to the
Ballroom at the Keeney. There is no admission charge as Keeney Koolers are made possible by the
Robert Allan Keeney Memorial Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

Tuesday, July 12 — Ed Fast & Conga Bop
According to their website, Ed Fast & Conga Bop use “Afro-Cu-
ban influenced rhythms and hard-bop harmony fused to create unique,
soulful originals and creatively arranged jazz standards”. Anyone
who has heard them perform knows exactly what these words
mean and how short they fall of adequately describing the
experience of hearing this talented and virtuosic ensemble live.
Led by Hartt School-trained percussionist Ed Fast, Conga Bop
bring a sophisticated sensibility to their playing with enough
edge and rhythmic drive to hold your interest. Their last ap-
pearance for the Keeney Koolers audience was in 2019. If you
were there, you know the treat you are in for. If you weren't,
don’t miss what is sure to be a memorable performance.

Tuesday, July 19 — The Patty Tuite Group
In a fortunate turn of events, Patty Tuite and her man-
ager Jim Whitehouse were in attendance at one of last
year’s Keeney Koolers. Jim gave me a copy of Patty’s
latest release “Consider This”. After hearing the CD, it
was obvious that The Patty Tuite Group’s synthesis of
blues, jazz, and rock made them an ideal fit for the Kee-
ney Koolers Concert Series. Join WHS in welcoming
them to the showmobile stage for the first time.

MASS-Conn
v e %

Tuesday, July 26 — Mass-Conn-Fusion
With possibly the coolest band name ever, Mass-Conn-
Fusion also debuts on Keeney Koolers this summer.
Founded by bassist James Healy at the UCONN Music
Department, Mass-Conn-Fusion brings forty years of
history and experience to the showmobile stage. The
band’s extensive repertoire has something for everyone,
featuring Motown, R&B, and Funk along with hits of
the 60’s through the present. The full ensemble features
female lead vocalists, horns, and a solid rhythm section.




WHS Annual Meeting 2022

On Tuesday, May 17, Wethersfield Historical Society held its Annual Meeting and Dinner in the
Keeney Ballroom. After a enjoying a wonderful meal by Ascot Catering and a dessert of birthday
cake celebrating the anniversary of the society’s founding ninety years ago, the membership settled
in to the actual business of the evening; hearing reports from outgoing president Elaine St. Onge,
Executive Director Amy Wittorff, and electing new members to the governing and advisory boards.

The following nominees were offered by the Governance Committee and approved
by the membership. Their terms will run through 2025:

Governing Board Advisory Board

Lorrie Adeyemi Adriane Beller Richard Mahoney
Paul Bourdon Cynthia Brown Michael Mendoza
Dorene Ciarcia Thomas Gworek  Elaine St. Onge
Cindy Clancy Sheila Hennessey =~ Edward Zito
Douglas Weed Lee Kuckro

The Governing Board met briefly after the Annual Meeting to elect their officers.

The current officers are:

President — Dorene Ciarcia

Vice President — Lorrie Adeyemi

Secretary — Nancy Kotchko

Treasurer — Douglas Weed

Members of the Governing Board: Paul Bourdon, Cindy Clancy, Judith Melchreit, Joan Munroe,
Michael Munroe, Joseph Pierz, Anthony Richardson, and Betty Sheehan

Due to the unforeseen absence of some members of the board, a photograph of the complete board
will be taken at a later date.




Annual Meeting and Dinner Photos

President Elect Dorene Ciarcia &
Executive Director Amy Wittorff

Standing (1 tor):
Executive Director

Amy Wittorff with outgoing
Governing Board Members
President ElaineSt. Onge
and Treasurer Mike Mendoza

(I'to r) New Governing Board
Member Paul Bourdon,
Advisory Board Member

Lee Kuckro, and

WHS member Jon Wittorff




Annual Meeting Wrap-Up

After the elections were completed, Secre-
tary Nancy Kotchko took a moment to thank
retiring Advisory Board Members Bob Fish-
er and Judy Parker for their many years of
service to the board and the society. She then
acknowledged departing Governing Board
Officers Treasurer Mike Mendoza and Pres-
ident Elaine St. Onge. Her remarks appear
below in italics.

Mike Mendoza has served two three-year
terms on the Board, and has served as our
Treasurer and Chair of our Finance Commit-
tee. He has provided invaluable advice and
guidance during very challenging times. We
are very grateful to him for all that he has
done for the society and are glad that he will
remain a member of our Finance Committee
and is joining our Advisory Board.

Elaine St. Onge has served six years on

the Governing Board this time around, and

three of those years as our Governing Board
President. She first joined the Board in 1971,
recruited by then President Buz Willard, and
joined the staff in 1980. Thirty-three years lat-
er, in 2013, she retired from the staff, but not
from the society! She may be stepping down
from the Board, but she is stepping back on
to the Advisory Board, and remains a mem-
ber of several key committees.

Executive Director Amy Wittorff then took
the floor to induct the latest members into
the Wethersfield Historical Society Volunteer
Hall of Fame. Established in 2013, the Volun-
teer Hall of Fame was established to recog-
nize the extraordinary contributions made

by our outstanding volunteers. This year’s
inductees are Treasurer Doug Weed, Secre-
tary Nancy Kotchko, and departing Treasurer
Mike Mendoza.




New Visitor Services Coordinator
Wethersfield Historical Society welcomes the latest
addition to our staff, Visitor Services Coordinator,

Claudia Ale.

Greetings to Wethersfield Historical Society! My name is Claudia
P. Ale and I will be working as the Visitor Services Coordinator at the
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center. I'm looking forward to working
with all of you. I was born in Santiago, Chile. I'm bilingual in Spanish
and English. I currently reside in Newington. I feel fortunate to be
part of Wethersfield Historical Society, a place where culture meets
and history is alive.

My prior employment was largely as an interpreter in the medi-
cal and legal fields, working for Yale New Haven Hospital and attor-
neys in Hartford County. A Notary Public for the State of Connecticut, I'm a professional interpreter for
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, and New Jersey areas. I'm a member of NAJIT, the National
Association of Judiciary Interpreters and Translators and I am a certified nurse’s assistant. I have lan-
guage studies in Phoenician, Aramaic, Arabic and Lebanese. I'm also certified in Drawing Engineer in
AutoCAD. I'm an active volunteer for the NGO Committee on the Status of Women at the United Na-
tions, the NGO CSW/NY, which, with other member states, is an untiring advocate for gender equal-
ity and the empowerment of women and girls across the globe and supports the work of the United
Nations Commission on the Status of Women.

Some of my favorite things to do are; decorating home spaces, painting furniture, going to muse-
ums, enjoying walks on the beach, and, most importantly, creating memories with my family.

Ralph Nelson’s “Man in the Pillory” returned to WHS

After having been lost for decades, the prodigal “Man in the Pillory” has been returned
to WHS, although slightly the worse for wear. Between a grant and private donors,
funds have been raised for the paintings restoration. Upon completion, the painting will
resume its place among its fellows in the Rotary Room of the Keeney Memorial Center.
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WHS welcomes these new members:

Sheila Anastas and Lawrence Garstka, Eileen Beaulieu, Marc Berube, Serafina and
Anthony Carbone, Leslie Esoian, Kathy Haggerty, Janet Hanscom, Kathleen King,
Angee Prince, Katherine Spada Basta, John Thomason, Joshua Torrance, Stephen
and Sheila Wells, and Barbara Wiley

CALENDAR of EVENTS
June 4 CT River Walk with WHS, Jim Woodworth & Great Meadows Conservation Trust
June 7 Lecture: Canton in CT: Early American Engagement w/ China — Karina H. Corrigan
June 11 CT Open House Day
June 23,25  Ancient Burying Ground Tours with Martha Smart
June 28 River, Land, and Sea Cultural Series: The Jovial Crew
July 12 Concert: Keeney Koolers — Ed Fast & Conga Bop
July 19 Concert: Keeney Koolers — The Patty Tuite Group
July 26 Concert: Keeney Koolers — Mass-Conn-Fusion




