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Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair Celebrates
its 40th Anniversary at Cove Park 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

On Saturday, October 1
at 10:00 am, Wethersfield Historical Society opens the gates on the
Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts
Fair for the 40th time. From its
humble beginnings as a local event
sponsored by Comstock Ferre and
held on their property to the society’s involvement and the move to
Cove Park, Craft Fair has been a
Wethersfield fall staple. Its longevity is a testament to its popularity;
it just isn’t October without the Old
Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair.
This year’s event promises to
have everything you have come
to expect from Craft Fair and then
some. Not only is the event popular
with the public, but many of your
favorite artisans, artists, and vendors are excited to return to the Fair.
They do so year after year, stating that Wethersfield is the highlight of
their season. In addition to the Craft Fair veterans, there are an equal
number of unique crafters joining us for the first time. (For a complete list
of this year’s booths, visit the society’s website at www.wethersfieldhistory.org).
As always, you will be able to browse hand-made items, shop for unique
gifts, meet the artists, and watch demonstrations from close to 70 juried
artisans and vendors. There will be pottery, woodwork, prints, jewelry,
textiles, and fabric art, painting, photography, and so much more.
You’ll still find all your favorites at Wethersfield Historical Society’s
Tent. Our member volunteers will have their special home-baked goods
available for purchase. Make sure to stop by early because their wares
are so delicious, they sell out quickly. Also returning to our tent is the
popular “Attic Treasures” store. Throughout the year, our friends and neighbors have been donating their oneof-a-kind items. While these items may not fit the historical criteria to be added to our museum, they may be
just the perfect thing to add to yours. (All proceeds from “Attic Treasures” and the bake sale go to benefit the
society’s educational programming).
In celebration of Craft Fair’s 40th Anniversary, admission has been reduced to $5 per person. Tickets will
be available at the gate and online through a link on the society’s website. Admission is FREE to current
members of Wethersfield Historical Society and children under 12 when accompanied by an adult. For more
information, visit www.wethersfieldhistory.org or email the show manager at OWAF@wethersfieldhistory.org
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Culture in Wethersfield
We have had such a busy summer, and we have more
excitement to come this fall! I hope that those of you who
were able to attend any of our concerts, lectures, and other
events had a great time. Highlights for me were the
“Canton in Connecticut” lecture by Peabody-Essex Museum Curator Karina Corrigan, the Mass-Conn-Fusion
concert that had everyone up and dancing, and of course
Time’s Fool’s excellent production of Macbeth on the
Hurlbut-Dunham lawn.
Another significant highlight that took
place on the Hurlbut-Dunham lawn
this summer was having Lieutenant
Governor Bysiewicz announce that
Old Wethersfield is now a Connecticut
Cultural District – the fourth in the
state and the first in the Greater Hartford Area! We were happy to have so
many of our members present for that
occasion.
Fall is always a busy time in Old Wethersfield, and this
year will be no exception. October kicks off with the 40th
Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair. This important annual fundraiser is free for members - $5 for all
others. We can use your volunteer help if you are able to
spend a few hours at Cove Park with us. We have another
exciting edition of our annual Old Wethersfield Lantern
Light Tours with a new cast of characters on October 14
and 15, and on October 29th, we will hold an exciting new
fundraiser – the Witch of Blackbird Pond Ball! This will be
an elegant, costume-optional event, sure to be a spooky
good time. WHS members will receive early access to
tickets for both of these events.
The historical society could not accomplish all that it does
without the support of you – our members. Thank you!
I look forward to seeing you and enjoying all we have to
offer this fall!
With best wishes,

Amy Northrop Wittorff
Executive Director
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Puerto Vallarta Fundraiser for Wethersfield Historical Society
On Monday, September 19 between 3:00pm and 10:30
pm, our friends at Puerto Vallarta Newington (2385
Berlin Turnpike) have generously offered to donate
a percentage of every check (takeout OR dine-in) to
Wethersfield Historical Society. Enjoy award-winning
food, great people, and a good time and help support
WHS’ mission to “preserve and promote Wethersfield’s history and culture to inspire people today and
tomorrow” at the same time. Call your friends and
neighbors and make a night of it and know that a portion of whatever expenses you incur will be going to a
worthy cause.

Ancient Burying Ground Tours Return

Wethersfield Historical Society Research Librarian
Martha Smart’s Ancient Burying Ground Tours
return this fall. Learn about the lives of several
Wethersfield notables and see their final resting places. It’s one thing to see and read the names in a book
or in our “Legendary People, Ordinary Lives” exhibit,
but quite another to hear about their lives and experiences with the added benefit of Ms. Smart’s scholarship, experience, and perspective as a long-time
Wethersfield resident. Tours are offered Thursdays
(September 22 and October 20) 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm and
Saturdays (September 24 and October 22) 10:30 am –
12:00 pm. Tours convene at the red barn in the First Church parking lot. Admission is $5.00 for the general
public. Current WHS members are admitted free of charge.

Hartford Avenue Walking Tour

Due to the overwhelmingly positive response to last year’s
tour and attendees expressing a strong interest in taking the
tour again, architectural authority and current president of the
society’s governing board Dorene Ciarcia and retired teacher,
Carol Bruce (long-time member of WHS and Wethersfield resident) are reprising their Tour of Hartford Avenue on October
8, 2022 from 10:00 am to 11:30 am. During the course of this
90-minute tour, you will see homes from a variety of eras and
see first-hand how architecture has evolved over the past 300
years. Wethersfield is one of the few towns where such a tour is
possible by only traversing one street. Small wonder that, while
visiting Wethersfield in 1774, John Adams wrote in his diary,
“There’s not another street in America as this one in Wethersfield.”. The tour departs from the front of
the Board of Education Building (127 Hartford Avenue) at 10am. Admission is $5.00 for the general
public. Current WHS members are admitted free of charge.
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Actor Brighid Docherty as Elizabeth Fosdick Bulkely in LLT 2021

13th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours

It was just a typical whaling voyage, until the ice began closing in. Then, Mary Lewis and her family found themselves stranded in the Arctic. Nearby ships began to break apart. What would happen to the ship that had become
Mary’s home? Would she survive the frigid temperatures of the Arctic? Find out by attending Wethersfield Historical Society’s 13th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours.
On this year’s tours, characters from Wethersfield’s maritime past will reveal the rewards and dangers that the sea
could bring to those whose families dared to traverse it. Join us on Friday, October 14 and Saturday, October 15
for this entertaining and educational journey through the Hurlbut-Dunham House, First Church, and the Ancient
Burying Ground. All tours depart from the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center (200 Main Street). Tours leave every
fifteen minutes between 6:30pm and 8pm. Tickets are $25.00 and will be available beginning on Thursday, September 1. Tickets can be purchased online through a link on the society’s website (www.wethersfieldhistory.org) or in
person at the Old Academy (150 Main Street) between 10am and 4pm Tuesday through Friday. Ticket quantities are
limited to 21 per tour (147 total each evening). This popular event is sure to sell out, so get your tickets early. In the
event of inclement weather, provisions have been made to conduct these tours indoors. There is no rain date.
This approximately 70-minute journey through the past covers about one mile through occasionally uneven terrain
and dimly lit areas. Participants are advised to wear good walking shoes and dress appropriately for the weather.
This program is not recommended for children under the age of 13.
Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours would not be possible without our volunteers, who generously donate their
time and talents to bring these stories to life. For their service, we are extremely grateful. We would also like to
thank the Robert Allen Keeney Memorial Fund at The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, ShopRite of Manchester & East Hartford, and members of Wethersfield Historical Society for their financial support of this program.
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The Witch of Blackbird Pond Ball, Saturday, October 29

After the pandemic forced the cancellation of several of
our traditional fundraising efforts, WHS is delighted to
announce the debut of a brand new event sure to appeal
to the Wethersfield community and beyond. In a nod
to local author Elizabeth George Speare’s Newberry
Award-winning novel, Wethersfield Historical Society
is proud to present The Witch of Blackbird Pond Ball,
to be held (where else?) in the elegant ballroom of the
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center.
The Keeney Ballroom will be arrayed in seasonal
finery designed to complement the eerie late-October
atmosphere by Circa Antiques & Collectibles’ Melinda
Robidoux. (Be sure to be on hand to experience the special spooky effects planned for the ballroom that will be
revealed for the first time at this unique event).
The Witch of Blackbird Pond Ball features local
refreshments, music, dancing, cocktails, potions, and
other spellbinding activities! Attendees are encouraged
to come in period dress (17th century). Those who do
so will be automatically entered in the costume contest
with special prizes for the winners to be named at the
end of the evening. iHeartMedia’s Renee DiNino has
signed on to emcee the ball and keep the fun rolling all
evening long. A professional DJ has been engaged to
provide the soundtrack for dancing and all the evening’s
festivities. Last but not least, local favorite Ascot
Catering will be providing a selection of delectable hors
d’oeuvres for your enjoyment throughout the evening.
Two drinks are included with admission to this 21-andover event and a cash bar will be available for those who
are still thirsty.

Tickets for this exclusive event are $75 per person.
For the truly adventurous, there are a limited number of Special Patron Hour Tickets which entitle the bearer to early
admission at 5:30 pm for $100 per person. These patrons will enjoy uniquely prepared libations and delectable treats that
will only be available during this magical hour. Tickets can be purchased online through a link on the society’s website
or in person at the Old Academy (150 Main Street, Wethersfield) Tuesday – Friday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm beginning
September 1.
All proceeds from the Ball will benefit Wethersfield Historical Society’s educational programming.
Limited sponsorship opportunities are still available. For information, please contact Development Manager Jill Fletcher
at jill.fletcher@wethersfieldhistory.org.
Our friends at Wethersfield Academy for the Arts would like to announce their 2022 Biennial Fine Art Competition
& Show. The show will be on view in the Watson Gallery of the Wethersfield Museum (Keeney Memorial Cultural
Center, 200 Main Street, Wethersfield) October 1 through November 13. The theme for this year’s show is Realism in
3 categories: Figure or Portrait, Nature or Landscape and Still Life. Museum hours are 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Tuesday –
Saturday, and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm on Sundays. The museum and the exhibit are closed Mondays. Admission is free, but
donations are gratefully accepted.

5

Summer 2022...A look back
July 12 - Ed Fast and Conga Bop
perform in the Keeney Ballroom,
kicking off the Keeney Koolers
series indoors due to the excessive
heat and threatening thunder
storms outside

July 19 –
The Patty Tuite
Group entertains
the Keeney Koolers
Audience

July 26 – Mass-Conn-Fusion
gets the audience up and dancing
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July 27 – L to R
Executive Director at
Farmington Bank Community Foundation
Chris Traczyk, State
Senator Matt Lesser, Lt.
Gov. Susan Bysiewicz,
State Rep Amy Morin
Bello, and, Mayor Michael Rell, announce
Wethersfield’s Cultural
District Designation.

Lt. Gov. Susan
Bysiewicz has
a moment with
the Red Onion.

August 20 –
Time’s Fool Theatre
Company presents
Macbeth on the grounds
of the Keeney Memorial
Cultural Center
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WHS welcomes these new members:

Linda M. Agora, Thomas Hrubiec, Jr., Richard Mariner, Carol Spitko,
Marcel and Erin Touponse, Christine Traczyk, and Marena Wisniewski

CALENDAR of EVENTS
September 19		
September 22 & 24
October 1		
October 1 – Nov. 13
October 8		
October 14 & 15
October 20 & 22
October 29		
December 1		
December 9 & 10
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Puerto Vallarta Fundraiser
Ancient Burying Ground Tours
40th Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair
Wethersfield Academy for the Arts Biennial Fine Art Competition & Show
Hartford Avenue: An Architectural Walking Tour
13th Annual Lantern Light Tours
Ancient Burying Ground Tours
The Witch of Blackbird Pond Ball
Holidays on Main
Time’s Fool Christmas Carol

