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WHS Annual Meeting 2023

Executive Director Amy Wittorff addresses the Membership.

The Wethersfield Historical Society held its Annual Meeting for the 91st time on Tuesday, May 16. After dining 
on garlic and thyme encrusted chicken or pan-seared salmon with mango chutney from David Allan Hospitality 
Group and enjoying the cake pictured below for dessert, the membership heard reports from Executive Director 
Amy Wittorff, President Dorene Ciarcia, elected new members to the Governing and Advisory Boards, and 
welcomed three new candidates to its Volunteer Hall of Fame.

The following nominees were offered by the Governance Committee and approved unanimously by the 
membership in attendance.
For Governing Board (2026):  For Advisory Board (2026):          For Governing Board (2025)
Beverly Lucas  Patricia Allen            Kayla Pittman Weisenberger
Judith Melchreit  Bruce Bockstael           Marc Berube
Betty Standish  Nancy Kotchko           (Appointed to fill the unexpired
Peter Watts  John Oblak             terms of Lorrie Adeyemi and
  John Oldham             Cindy Clancy)
  Joseph Pierz
  Betty Sheehan

Congratulations and the society’s sincere gratitude to Joan Driscoll, Susan Griswold, and Joanne Peltier, who were 
inducted into the society’s Volunteer Hall of Fame by Executive Director Amy Wittorff. She recognized all three for 
their dedicated service to the society and their consistent willingness to share their time and talents.

Following the Annual Meeting of the membership, the society’s governing board met briefly in the Keeney Center’s 
Bardani Room to elect their officers. Congratulations to President Dorene Ciarcia, Vice President Marc Berube, 
Secretary Beverly Lucas, and Treasurer Doug Weed.

Annual Meeting Dessert

Joan Driscoll, Susan Griswold, and Joanne Peltier were 
inducted into the society’s Volunterr Hall of Fame.
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Planned 
Giving

If, after having provided for your family, you 
would like to leave a legacy to the wider commu-
nity, the society will gratefully receive any bequest 
you would care to make. Bequests are used to 
increase the society’s endowment, ensuring for 
the society’s viability for future generations. Post-
humous donors may remain anonymous or be 
recognized publicly for their generosity, depend-
ing upon their desire. Please make your wishes 
known to the society.

Capital 
Campaign

Our current Capital Campaign is earmarked for 
the preservation and restoration of the society’s 
Hurlbut-Dunham House.
Campaign giving has named tiers:

$92 -  Friend of the Hurlbut-Dunham House
$250 - Supporting Piers
$500 – Cornerstone Collective

A gift in any amount is gratefully received and 
advances the campaign toward its goal of 
$1,000,000.00.

Support Wethersfield 
Historical Society

As the society approaches nearly a century of service to the Wethersfield community and its visitors, our mis-
sion has remained essentially the same: to preserve and promote Wethersfield’s history and culture to inspire 
people today and tomorrow. What has changed are the ways we fund that mission. For those of you who elect 
to support the society, with either your time or your treasure, or some of both, WHS would like you to know 
the purpose to which each type of financial support is directed.

Membership
Taking an Annual Membership is the most fundamental 
way you can support the society and make yourself a 
part of the larger community that is Wethersfield 
Historical Society. It gives you a voice, in that it 
entitles you to vote at the annual meeting for slates 
of Governing and Advisory Board members that 
direct the course of the organization. It entitles you 
to receive our newsletter, the Almanac. Published 
quarterly, it delivers the society’s calendar of events 
– lectures, concerts, and exhibits – directly to your 
mailbox, along with articles that complement the 
society’s current programming. Other benefits of 
membership include free admission to concerts and 
lecture series, invitations to select social events, and 
early access to tickets to popular society events like 
Lantern Light Tours. WHS’ membership is the base 
from which everything starts.

Annual 
Fund

Making a gift to the Annual Fund is the next tier 
of support. While memberships essentially pay 
for membership, Annual Fund contributions go 
directly to supporting the day-to-day operating 
expenses of the society: staff salaries, utilities, the 
society’s website, letterhead, cleaning services for 
the Keeney, and paper for the copiers and printers. 
While not as glamorous as a gift for a specific 
purpose or object, a donation to the Annual Fund 
is perhaps even more critical, in that it directly 
enables the society to fulfill and continue its mission.
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WHS welcomes these new members:
Linda Brogan, Barbara Dierolf, Mary Ellen & John Dumbrowski, Amy Grass Torres, 
Gretchen Hathaway, Linda Jackson, Glenn Langenback, Joseph Paskale & Peter Watts, 
and Owen Small
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June 3   WHS presents Live History: The Interview
June 4   WHS presents Live History: A Timeless Gathering
July 11  Keeney Koolers: Ed Fast & Conga Bop
July 18  Keeney Koolers: The Patty Tuite Group
July 25  Keeney Koolers: Number 9


