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Capital Campaign Commitee Co-Chair Lee Kuckro’s remarks:
“This is a proud day for the Historical Society and for 
Wethersfield! When the Historical Society inherited this 
house in 1970, it was still an all-volunteer society - it 
hadn’t yet hired its first Executive Director. After we 
had, and as we were grappling with this inheritance 
forty years ago, the Society was faced with the problem 
of the newly empty buildings on either side. 
That forced the Society to turn its attention to its 
redevelopment proposal for what are now the Keeney 
and Lucky Lou’s, and - after winning [that proposal] - 
to raising the funds and supervising their rehabilitation 
and renovation.
Since then the society has used its resources for 
operating or overseeing these neighboring properties 
and the two other properties entrusted to it and has 
devoted the time and talent of its staff and volunteers 
to developing the exhibits, educational programs, 
activities and events which have animated the old center 
into the bustling hub of economic life and community 
engagement it has become, contributing to the Historical 
Society’s Economic Development success story.
With this Campaign the Society has come full circle -- 
back to its own property and to its responsibility for the 
preservation, reinterpretation, and reuse of the 

Hurlbut-Dunham House.
This campaign will give the Society the resources it 
needs to demonstrate its commitment to Historic 
Preservation, to address the important structural and 
mechanical improvements and the repairs necessary, so 
that the Society can welcome the town to the renewed 
Hurlbut-Dunham House, where it can offer new 
insights into the history of the house, of its inhabitants, 
and of the community of Wethersfield.
And the house will be a social hub again and provide 
a new venue not only for Society functions, but also a 
place available for rental, to meet, to gather, to host and 
entertain.
Please join us for this new chapter in the house’s history, 
a new home in the heart of the historic district, and 
celebrate just how lucky we all are to live in a place that 
values its history and treasures its historic buildings.
Thank you all for coming. More information about the 
Campaign and how you can support this effort is 
available on the Society’s website. Please join us for 
refreshments and tour the house. Our dedicated docents 
are available to answer your questions. “

Continued from Page 1

An enthusiastic Capital Campaign Committee Co-Chair Lee Kuckro closes 
the Public Phase announcement with a stirring address recounting the 
society’s history with the property and the Hurlbut-Dunham House’s 
unique place in the larger Wethersfield community. His remarks follow below. 

For details on how to contribute towards the 
Hurlbut-Dunham House’s preservation, please visit 
the society’s website www.wethersfieldhistory.org 
or contact the office at (860) 529-7656.
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The Hurlbut-Dunham House 
by Martha Smart

Martha Smart is a native of Michigan with a degree in history and secondary teaching certification from the University of 
Michigan. Retired from over fourteen years working in the library at the Connecticut Historical Society, she has been the 
volunteer librarian at the Wethersfield Historical Society since that retirement 

Misspellings and all, John Hurlbut of Wethersfield, 
first mate of the ship Neptune, opened its log book for 
an around -the-world voyage that indeed took it to the 
Falkland and other islands, where crew members killed 
thousands of seals, travelled on to Canton to trade the 
skins for tea, sets of china, silks and lacquer ware.

John Hurlbut was an example of a Wethersfield mariner 
going farther afield than the West Indies, following 
the times and the seas to China, which was opening 
to the West. In a month of his return, he married Anne 
Wright, and in 1804, bought from Thomas Chester, the 
now-called Hurlbut-Dunham House. The money made 
from this voyage, and a second one with Hurlbut as 
master, undoubtedly paid for the purchase. Thus, a 

“�New York Nov. 19th 1796—
This day shipt on Board the Ship 
Neptune Capt, Daniel Green 
Master Bound to the Faukland 
Islands after Seel Skins from 
ther to Canton in Chiny from 
thence to New York.”
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house can be more than a home. It can also be a party 
to the flow of history.

The Japanese ware made for the Western market, 
collections of which are in the Hurlbut-Dunham, also 
bear the proof of a further Asian trade, fostered by 
Admiral Perry’s opening of Japan. Another historical 
“opening” of a sort that left its mark on the house was 
the California Gold Rush of 1849.

Stephen Goodwin purchased the home in 1828 from 
Anne W. Terry, the only child of the Hurlbuts, and 
her husband, Henry W. Terry. And Goodwin’s sons, 
Levi, who now owned the house, and Albert, were 
not immune to the lure of gold and history. The rush 
to California was fostered by the U.S. government’s 
advertising that American gold was being taken by 
foreigners, so “Los Yankees, armed to the teeth” as one 
Wethersfield ‘49er put it, were encouraged to go to 
California to keep its gold in American hands. Levi and 
Albert Goodwin answered the call and joined the rush 
to the California gold fields. After spending several 
years there, they returned with money made in 
California.

This money funded the Victorian era changes to the 
Hurlbut-Dunham, with its Italianate “piazza,” roof, 
and belvedere. The addition to the back also came at 
this time. That addition made room for a live-in maid 
just at the time when Irish immigration to the U.S. was 
bringing in a flood of Irish women to work as such. 
The Goodwins employed the first of a train of 
immigrant help in the house; Bridget Hanlon was a 
live-in maid for at least ten years.

Silas Robbins, a leading citizen of Wethersfield, bought 
the house for his only son, Elisha, who brought his 
bride, Ida Adams Robbins, to live in the house. After 
the premature death of Elisha, the house became a 
home of women, with Ida, daughter Jane, and, at times, 
Ida’s mother Martha Adams residing there. Ida lived 
through vast changes in America which were reflected 
in her life. The Hurlbut-Dunham House became the 
setting for those changes. A largely rural childhood 
marked by the Civil War service of her father, Augustus 
Adams, who was in the Union Army from 1861 to 1864 
and twice wounded, morphed into an adulthood of 

suburban society matron.

Ida still entertained family and friends at home, and 
remained active in First Church, but with the marriage 
of her daughter, Jane, to Howard Dunham, who 
became Insurance Commissioner of the State of 
Connecticut, she was pulled into a social world unlike 
what she knew as a child. Ida hosted afternoon bridge 
parties in her home, enjoyed movies and motoring, as 
well as visits to the country club, where Jane played 
golf and bowled. She was also invited to dinners in the 
Bond Hotel and various clubs in Hartford.

Ida Robbins registered to vote in 1901, when women 
were allowed to vote in school board elections in 
Wethersfield, and during World War I, gave her time 
to the Red Cross. Jane and Howard Dunham were 
both active in historical preservation. With the death of 
Jane, in an ironic twist, Jane left money to restore First 
Church to its original colonial interior; her grandfather, 
Silas Robbins, having donated the money for its 
Victorian makeover. The death of Howard Dunham, 
per Jane’s will, gave the house to the Wethersfield 
Historical Society. 

The Dunham’s stated purpose in leaving the house to 
WHS was “to encourage a general interest in history, 
and to promote the study, appreciation, and 
understanding of the history and traditions of my 
town, state, and country.” Wethersfield Historical 
Society has made much use of the house as a setting for 
school programs and tours to further the understanding 
of the story of Wethersfield in all its many facets and 
changes through changing time. We will continue to 
do so. In addition to these programs, we will be adding 
more ways for our community to learn and experience 
all this historic structure has to offer.
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WHS Annual Meeting 2023

Executive Director Amy Wittorff addresses the Membership.

The Wethersfield Historical Society held its Annual Meeting for the 91st time on Tuesday, May 16. After dining 
on garlic and thyme encrusted chicken or pan-seared salmon with mango chutney from David Allan Hospitality 
Group and enjoying the cake pictured below for dessert, the membership heard reports from Executive Director 
Amy Wittorff, President Dorene Ciarcia, elected new members to the Governing and Advisory Boards, and 
welcomed three new candidates to its Volunteer Hall of Fame.

The following nominees were offered by the Governance Committee and approved unanimously by the 
membership in attendance.
For Governing Board (2026):		  For Advisory Board (2026):	          For Governing Board (2025)
Beverly Lucas		  Patricia Allen			            Kayla Pittman Weisenberger
Judith Melchreit		  Bruce Bockstael		           Marc Berube
Betty Standish		  Nancy Kotchko		           (Appointed to fill the unexpired
Peter Watts		  John Oblak			             terms of Lorrie Adeyemi and
		  John Oldham			             Cindy Clancy)
		  Joseph Pierz
		  Betty Sheehan

Congratulations and the society’s sincere gratitude to Joan Driscoll, Susan Griswold, and Joanne Peltier, who were 
inducted into the society’s Volunteer Hall of Fame by Executive Director Amy Wittorff. She recognized all three for 
their dedicated service to the society and their consistent willingness to share their time and talents.

Following the Annual Meeting of the membership, the society’s governing board met briefly in the Keeney Center’s 
Bardani Room to elect their officers. Congratulations to President Dorene Ciarcia, Vice President Marc Berube, 
Secretary Beverly Lucas, and Treasurer Doug Weed.

Annual Meeting Dessert

Joan Driscoll, Susan Griswold, and Joanne Peltier were 
inducted into the society’s Volunterr Hall of Fame.
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Planned 
Giving

If, after having provided for your family, you 
would like to leave a legacy to the wider commu-
nity, the society will gratefully receive any bequest 
you would care to make. Bequests are used to 
increase the society’s endowment, ensuring for 
the society’s viability for future generations. Post-
humous donors may remain anonymous or be 
recognized publicly for their generosity, depend-
ing upon their desire. Please make your wishes 
known to the society.

Capital 
Campaign

Our current Capital Campaign is earmarked for 
the preservation and restoration of the society’s 
Hurlbut-Dunham House.
Campaign giving has named tiers:

$92 -  Friend of the Hurlbut-Dunham House
$250 - Supporting Piers
$500 – Cornerstone Collective

A gift in any amount is gratefully received and 
advances the campaign toward its goal of 
$1,000,000.00.

Support Wethersfield 
Historical Society

As the society approaches nearly a century of service to the Wethersfield community and its visitors, our mis-
sion has remained essentially the same: to preserve and promote Wethersfield’s history and culture to inspire 
people today and tomorrow. What has changed are the ways we fund that mission. For those of you who elect 
to support the society, with either your time or your treasure, or some of both, WHS would like you to know 
the purpose to which each type of financial support is directed.

Membership
Taking an Annual Membership is the most fundamental 
way you can support the society and make yourself a 
part of the larger community that is Wethersfield 
Historical Society. It gives you a voice, in that it 
entitles you to vote at the annual meeting for slates 
of Governing and Advisory Board members that 
direct the course of the organization. It entitles you 
to receive our newsletter, the Almanac. Published 
quarterly, it delivers the society’s calendar of events 
– lectures, concerts, and exhibits – directly to your 
mailbox, along with articles that complement the 
society’s current programming. Other benefits of 
membership include free admission to concerts and 
lecture series, invitations to select social events, and 
early access to tickets to popular society events like 
Lantern Light Tours. WHS’ membership is the base 
from which everything starts.

Annual 
Fund

Making a gift to the Annual Fund is the next tier 
of support. While memberships essentially pay 
for membership, Annual Fund contributions go 
directly to supporting the day-to-day operating 
expenses of the society: staff salaries, utilities, the 
society’s website, letterhead, cleaning services for 
the Keeney, and paper for the copiers and printers. 
While not as glamorous as a gift for a specific 
purpose or object, a donation to the Annual Fund 
is perhaps even more critical, in that it directly 
enables the society to fulfill and continue its mission.
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WHS welcomes these new members:
Linda Brogan, Barbara Dierolf, Mary Ellen & John Dumbrowski, Amy Grass Torres, 
Gretchen Hathaway, Linda Jackson, Glenn Langenback, Joseph Paskale & Peter Watts, 
and Owen Small

E
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June 3			  WHS presents Live History: The Interview
June 4			  WHS presents Live History: A Timeless Gathering
July 11		  Keeney Koolers: Ed Fast & Conga Bop
July 18		  Keeney Koolers: The Patty Tuite Group
July 25		  Keeney Koolers: Number 9


