





Two Events in Collaboration
with Cedar Hill
Cemetery Foundation

The society is pleased to present two upcoming lectures with Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation. Foundation
Director Beverly Lucas is a long-time member of WHS in addition to having once been our curator. We are
delighted to be working with her and Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation to offer these unique talks to the wider
community.

A - Tuesday, April 18, 7:00pm
@9)/» A )3 Birdwatching for Beginners with Robert Braunfield

WHS, Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation, and Great Meadows
Conservation Trust co-host Birdwatching for Beginners, an illustrated
presentation by artist and naturalist Robert Braunfield. As he draws
birds in front of the audience, Braunfield discusses ways to identify
birds, using sketches of size, shape, behavior, coloration, migration,
and more. It is a uniquely educational, and entertaining, way to
learn the basics of birdwatching.

Braunfield’s artwork and writings have appeared in numerous national publications and in exhibitions as diverse as
the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum, Mystic Aquarium, and Bloomingdale’s in New York City. He illustrated the pop-
ular books, Good Birders Don’t Wear White: 50 Tips From North America’s Top Birders and Good Birders Still Don’t Wear
White. His wooden bird sculptures have won numerous awards and have been exhibited nationally.

Birdwatching for Beginners will be given in the ballroom of the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center, 200 Main Street,
Wethersfield, CT.

Admission is $10.00 and free to members of Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation, Wethersfield Historical Society, and
Great Meadows Conservation Trust. Tickets are available online at www.cedarhillfoundation.org or at the door on the
evening of the event.

Tuesday, May 2, 7:00 pm
The Grotesque 10: Amazing Architectural Sculpture
from Ten American Colleges and Universities

WHS and Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation present photographer,
author, and graphic designer Mathew Duman in an illustrated
lecture, The Grotesque 10: Amazing Architectural Sculpture from Ten
American Colleges & Universities. Duman'’s talk will take place in the
ballroom of the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center, 200 Main Street,
Wethersfield. Armed with only a camera, a sense of humor and a
host of frequent flyer miles, Mathew Duman embarked on a
“grotesque safari,” traveling to 10 universities around the

country to photograph the unique grotesques and gargoyles
roosting on academic buildings. He collected his findings in the
book The Grotesque 10.

Duman’s presentation includes a selection of grotesques and gargoyles, giving the audience a taste of the variety of
ornament, history, and humor these campuses have to offer. Connecticut schools featured in the lecture include Yale
University and Trinity College.

Admission is $10.00 and free to members of Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation and Wethersfield Historical Society.
Tickets are available online at www.cedarhillfoundation.org or at the door on the evening of the event.




Century Wethersfield
Cultural Series
Closes with
Founding Food

Just a gentle reminder that the series’ closing lecture,
Founding Food, is being given in the ballroom of the
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center, 200 Main Street, on
Tuesday, April 25 at 7:00 pm. Culinary experts Keith
Stavely and Kathleen Fitzgerald recount the history of
American cooking in the 19th century, from the early
zeal for refinement to a fad for colonial fare. Admission
is $10.

Current members of Wethersfield Historical Society are
admitted free of charge. (Students of Wethersfield Public
Schools will be admitted free of charge when accompanied
by an adult. The accompanying adult will also receive free
admission).

Wethersfield Houses of Worship Walking Tour
Saturday April 29, 10:00 am.

In colonial Wethersfield, the minister of First Church held enormous influence
and people who lived in town were taxed to pay his salary. Ministers of other
denominations who failed to gain the support of the minister of First Church
could find themselves in prison. In 1818, Connecticut adopted a new state
constitution which granted all people freedom to practice their religion. As

a result of this new freedom, new houses of worship began to spring up in
Wethersfield. Join architecture expert Dorene Ciarcia and retired teacher
Carol Bruce as they explore some of the beautiful houses of worship in
Wethersfield, including one you may not expect. This walking tour begins

at 10am on Saturday April 29 at Trinity Episcopal Church (300 Main Street).
Tickets are $10 for non-members. Members receive free admission.

5 g WHS Annual
Volunteer
Potluck

Bring your favorite dish and enjoy the company of your
fellow society volunteers on Wednesday, April 26 from
5:00 pm — 7:00 pm. The society will bring the beverages
and the dessert and Governing Board members will
serve. This time-honored tradition celebrates the fact
that, without our volunteers, the society wouldn’t be
able to fulfill its mission to “preserve and promote
Wethersfield’s history and culture to inspire people
today and tomorrow”.

Call the office at (860) 529-7656 and let us know you're
coming and what you plan to bring. We look forward to
seeing many of you there.

Ancient Burying Ground Tours
Saturday May 20, June 24, September 23 &
October 21, 10:00 am.

Join volunteer research librarian Martha Smart for a new season of
Ancient Burying Ground tours. Located behind Wethersfield’s First
Church (250 Main Street), the Ancient Burying Ground and Village
Cemetery have served as the final resting place for Wethersfield
residents for over 300 years. Learn about the individuals buried there
and the evolution of grave stone iconography on this 90-minute

tour. This year’s tours begin at 10:00 am at the red barn beside First
Church’s parking lot on Saturdays: May 20, June 24, September 23,
and October 21. Tickets are $10 for non-members. Members receive
free admission.




Wethersfield Heritage Weekend
and History Day for Families

Antiquity. Doughty’s Artillery and the United Train
of Artillery will be on hand with artillery drills and
cannon firing.

Memorial Day Weekend has long been recognized as
the unofficial start of summer and what better way
to start the summer of 2023 than with the Town of
Wethersfield’s Heritage Weekend and Wethersfield
Historical Society’s History Day for Families.

Saturday, May 27’s activities begin with the annual
Memorial Day Parade through Old Wethersfield,
starting at Cove Park and wending its way down
Garden, Church and Main Streets, past the reviewing
stand on the historic Broad Street Green, ending at
the War Memorial in the Village Cemetery. The
parade passes Wethersfield Historical Society’s
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center at 200 Main Street
where, beginning at 9 am, reenactors from the
Second Continental Light Dragoons, Sheldon’s
Horse present the history of the nation’s first
cavalry unit, raised in Wethersfield in 1776 with
horsemanship drills, information about the
dragoons’ espionage during the Revolutionary War,
and the important role of women in support of the
mounted units. Also scheduled is the moving
Libation Ceremony, performed in memory of

fallen comrades in a practice dating back to
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In observance of the holiday weekend, the Keeney
Memorial Cultural Center will open an hour earlier
than usual at 9:00 am and remain open until 4:00
pm on Saturday and 1:00 pm —4:00 pm on Sunday.
Currently on display are our award winning exhibit
Castle on the Cove: The Connecticut State Prison at
Wethersfield, and our permanent exhibit Legendary
People, Ordinary Lives. The Hurlbut-Dunham House
will open early at 10:00 am on Saturday and our
Cove Warehouse Maritime Museum at Cove Park
will be open 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm. Both museums will
be open from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm on Sunday and on
weekends throughout the summer.

Thanks to the Robert Alan Keeney Memorial Fund at
the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving and the
generosity of our members, regular admission to all
our museums is free.



Wethersfield Historical Society Partners with
Live History for Two Shows in June

Hopefully you already have a pretty good idea of who Wethersfield Historical
Society is, but you may not know anything about Live History. From their website:
Live History is a theatre company that specializes in bringing your local history to life. Our
shows take audiences on a one-hour adventure through time. Audiences will experience a
full tour of the location while interacting with the characters, and assisting them in solving
an urgent issue that can only be resolved with the audiences” help. WHS’ Educator Gillie
Johnson, Research Librarian Martha Smart, and long-time society member and
Connecticut State Prison authority Frank Winiarski worked directly with Live
History, furnishing them with the historical data they needed (and that only
Wethersfield Historical Society has) to tailor their scripts to our venues.

Live History Schedule:
i S0 %  Saturday, June 3 at the Hurlbut-Dunham House,
1 212 Main Street, Wethersfield

Live History: The Interview
(performances at 10am, 1pm, 4pm, and 7pm)

Friday, November 1, 1929: Cloudy & rainy — Jean went up town about Eleven
got back at 4 — she is quite excited over the stock market.

-Diary of Ida Robbins

No wonder that Ida’s daughter’s Jean came home alarmed about the stock market — it had just crashed! Little did Ida and Jean
know the country was about to enter a Great Depression that would last for over a decade. By 1934, over 20% of Americans
would find themselves unemployed.

Wethersfield Historical Society and Live History bring this difficult time in American history to life in “The Interview”, coming
to the Hurlbut-Dunham House (212 Main Street) on Saturday June 3. In this 60-90-minute interactive theatrical performance,
you will step back in time and meet costumed actors playing real people from Wethersfield’s past for an interview unlike any
other. Do you have what it takes to pass this interview?

“The Interview” brings together Escape Room style puzzles, drama, and humor to bring to life the stories of those who lived in,
worked in, and frequented the Hurlbut-Dunham House. Tickets are $30 for the general public and $25 for Wethersfield His-
torical Society members. Tickets go on sale May 1 and are limited to 10 people per tour. To reserve your spot, please purchase

a ticket online through the provided link on our website (www.wethersfieldhistory.org) or in person at the Old Academy (150
Main Street) between 10am and 4pm Tuesday through Friday.

Sunday, June 4, Keeney Ballroom,
200 Main Street, Wethersfield

Live History: A Timeless Gathering
(performances at 11am, 1:30pm, 4pm, and 6:30pm)

It started out as such a pleasant tea party in the Keeney Ballroom. Then, an unexpected
quest arrived and everything changed...Wethersfield Historical Society and Live
History invite you to “A Timeless Gathering” at the Keeney Memorial Cultural
Center (200 Main Street) on Sunday June 4. During this interactive 60-75-minute
theatrical performance, you must unravel a series of clues to figure out the
identity of the unexpected guest before it is too late.

Tickets are $50 for non-members and $45 for Wethersfield Historical Society members and include tea and refreshments.
Tickets go on sale May 1 and are limited to 100 people per show. To reserve your spot, please purchase a ticket online through
the provided link on our website (www.wethersfieldhistory.org) or in person at the Old Academy (150 Main Street) between
10am and 4pm Tuesday through Friday.
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Keeney Koolers Concert Series
July 2023

The Keeney Koolers Concert Series returns to the front of the Keeney
Memorial Cultural Center (200 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT). Performances
are on the showmobile stage at 6:30 pm and last about 90 minutes. Bring your
lawn chairs, blankets, snacks or dinner, and something cool to drink and stake
out your place on the lawn for a good time. Don't forget your dancing shoes.
The music is sure to be outstanding. In the event of inclement weather,
concerts move indoors to the Keeney Ballroom. There are no rain dates.

Tuesday, July 11 6:30 pm — Ed Fast & Conga Bop

Indoors or out, Ed Fast & Conga Bop bring a musically sophisticated
sensibility and virtuosity to everything they play. Their website describes
their music as “Afro-Cuban influenced rhythms and hard-bop harmony fused
to create unique, soulful originals and creatively arranged jazz standards”.
While coming close to describing the ineffable, the statement somehow falls
short of the mark; Conga Bop needs to be heard to be fully appreciated.
Don’t miss this golden opportunity to experience this unique musical
phenomenon for yourself, and in your own backyard.

Tuesday, July 18 6:30 pm — The Patty Tuite Group

Hot off the success of last year’s release Hard Case of the Blues, Patty Tuite returns
to Wethersfield. Released last July, just after her Keeney Koolers performance,

the album charted in the top 50 of the Roots Music Report’s Contemporary Blues
Charts for 10 weeks, spending 7 weeks in the top 20, and reaching a high of num-
ber 3. To those of you who heard Patty last year, these phenomenal numbers don’t
come as any great shock — you already know what a fabulous artist she is, the
quality of her material, and the high caliber of musicians she works with. There’s
no reason not to expect lightening to strike twice, particularly when Patty Tuite’s
on stage.

Tuesday, July 25 6:30 pm — Number 9

Due to popular demand, everybody’s favorite Beatles’ tribute band
returns to the showmobile stage this summer. Long a favorite with
Keeney Koolers audiences, Number 9 needs little or no introduction.
The audience has spoken and your wish is our command. (You don't
need a Ticket to Ride — admission is free).
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WHS welcomes these new members:

Ann Brunetti, Elaine Cahill, Mark & Carolyn Korber, Kimberly Larsson, Kayla Pittman
Weisenberger & Mark Weisenberger, Nancy Robertson, Charles & Barbara Robison,

CALENDAR of EVENTS

April 1 The XV Annual Taste of Wethersfield
April 25 Founding Food

April 26 Volunteer Potluck Supper

April 29 Wethersfield Houses of Worship Walking Tour
May 16 WHS Annual Meeting and Dinner
May 20 Ancient Burying Ground Tour

May 27 Wethersfield Heritage Weekend

June 3 Live History: The Interview

June 4 Live History: A Timeless Gathering
July 11 Keeney Koolers: Conga Bop

July 18 Keeney Koolers: The Patty Tuite Group
July 25 Keeney Koolers: Number 9
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