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14th Annual Old Wethersfield 
Lantern Light Tours

On this year’s tours, characters drawn from the 19th 
century share the diverse experiences of Wethersfield 
residents during this century of change. Join us on 
Friday, October 13 and Saturday, October 14 for this 
entertaining and educational journey through the 
Hurlbut-Dunham House, First Church, and the Ancient 
Burying Ground. All tours depart from the Keeney 
Memorial Cultural Center (200 Main Street, Wethersfield). 
Tours leave every 15 minutes between 6:30pm and 
8pm. Tickets are $25.00 and can be purchased through a  
link on the society’s website (www.wethersfieldhistory.org) 
or in person at the Old Academy (150 Main Street, 
Wethersfield) between 10am and 4pm Tuesday through 
Friday. Tickets go on sale on Friday, September 1st. 
Buy your tickets early before they sell out.

This approximately 70-minute journey through the 
past covers about one mile through occasionally 
uneven terrain and dimly lit areas. Participants are 
advised to wear good walking shoes and dress 
appropriately for the weather. This program is not 
recommended for children under the age of 13. 

Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours would not be 
possible without our volunteers, who generously 
donate their time and talents to bring these stories 
to life. For their service, we are extremely grateful. 
We would also like to thank the Robert Allen Keeney 
Memorial Fund at The Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving, ShopRite of Manchester & East Hartford, and 
members of Wethersfield Historical Society for their 
financial support of this program. 

Ezekiel Porter Johnson did not have an 
easy childhood. His father, Alexander 
Johnson, died when Ezekiel was just a 
boy and Ezekiel was not fond of his new 
stepfather, Salmon Moulton. To make 
matters worse, young Ezekiel suffered 
from poor health. Blazing his own trail, 
Ezekiel became a doctor and set off for 
Mexico.
What adventures would await 
him there? Find out by attending 
Wethersfield Historical Society’s 
14th Annual Old Wethersfield 
Lantern Light Tours. 

WHS Governing Board Member Mike Munroe 
as John Burnham in LLT2022
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The Witch of 
Blackbird Pond 
Ball Redux: 
Saturday, October 28, 
6:30 pm – 10:30 pm

On Saturday evening, October 29, 2022, Wethersfield 
Historical Society and 170 of our friends and neighbors 
came together in the Grand Ballroom of the Keeney 
Memorial Cultural Center for the First Inaugural 
Witch of Blackbird Pond Ball. The Keeney Ballroom 
was decorated in a manner befitting the season, 
providing the perfect backdrop to showcase the 
costumes many of our guests elected to wear. While 
everyone present was enjoying the delectable treats 
from Ascot Catering, the unique signature cocktails 
created for the event, and the perfectly curated music 
provided by DJ Joey Brooks, the almost-universal 
chorus was “I can hardly wait for next year”. Well, 
next year is almost here and the society is hard at 
work preparing to present the Second Witch of Blackbird 
Pond Ball on October 28, 2023. Everything you loved 
about the inaugural event will be back for this year’s 
installment, along with some new twists. Local author 
Elizabeth George Speare’s Newberry Award-winning 
novel still serves as the inspiration for this uniquely 
“Wethersfield” event. Attendees are again invited to 
come in costume, but it’s not a requirement. (That 
being said, many attendees of the first ball who came in 
street clothes commented that, given a chance to return, 
they would do so in costume). 

iHeartMedia’s Director of Community Affairs & 
Community Programming and Wethersfield native 
Renee DiNino returns as mistress of ceremonies, 
keeping the festivities rolling all night long. A 
professional DJ will provide the evening’s soundtrack, 
guaranteed to get you up and dancing, with more 
than a passing nod to some Halloween classics. The 
Vintage Dance Society is back to provide inspiration 

on the dance floor and show us all how it’s done. This 
magical evening features local refreshments, potions, 
and other spellbinding activities! In a new twist, 
Summer Orlando Productions makes their Witch of 
Blackbird Pond Ball debut, showcasing some “Hocus 
Pocus” as they bring the Sanderson Sisters to life!

Tickets for this exclusive 21-and-over event are $75 per 
person and can be purchased online through a link on 
the society’s website or in person at the Old Academy 
(150 Main Street, Wethersfield) Tuesday – Friday, 10:00 
am to 4:00 pm beginning September 1.

All proceeds from the Ball benefit Wethersfield Historical 
Society’s educational programming.

Limited sponsorship opportunities are still available. 
For information, please contact Wethersfield Historical 
Society at society@wethersfieldhistory.org
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Saturday, September 23 10:00 am
Ancient Burying Ground Tour 
with Martha Smart 
WHS’ Research Librarian Martha Smart leads another 
fascinating tour through Wethersfield’s Ancient Burying 
Ground. The Ancient Burying Ground and Village 
Cemetery have served as the final resting place for 
Wethersfield residents for over 300 years. Learn about 
the individuals buried there and the evolution of grave 
stone iconography on this 90-minute tour. Tours meet 
at the red barn beside First Church’s (250 Main Street, 
Wethersfield) parking lot. Admission is $10 per person 
for the general public. Current WHS members receive 
free admission.

Meet Kit Webb, Paul DeLude, and Breauna Jurkowski -  
Three Newest Members of the WHS Staff

Kit Webb signs on as our new administrative assistant, Paul DeLude joins the WHS team 
as our new bookkeeper, and Breauna Jurkowski assumes the newly created position 
of Visitor and Rental Services Coordinator.

Christopher “Kit” Webb was born and raised in (and later returned to) 
Wethersfield. He comes to work at the Historical Society after working for the 
University of Hartford for the previous seven years. Kit works part-time at the 
Mark Twain House & Museum as a historical interpreter (i.e. tour guide). 
He also portrays Twain on stage, both at the museum and around Connecticut 
and Massachusetts. He and his wife live on Main Street (his fourth residence on 
Main, his wife’s first).

Paul DeLude is pleased to be a part of the team at Wethersfield Historical Society. 
Paul comes to us with extensive experience and knowledge in accounting and 
bookkeeping. He has worked primarily with small businesses throughout his 
career. In the past, he taught accounting at the Morse School of Business in 
Hartford. Paul lives with his wife, Ginny McNamara, in Wethersfield, and enjoys 
traveling and golfing in his spare time. He looks forward to getting to know 
everyone at Wethersfield Historical Society and working within the organization.

Breauna Jurkowski is very excited to be joining Wethersfield Historical Society 
as their Visitor and Rental Services Coordinator! Breauna is a young professional 
from Enfield, Connecticut. She graduated from Central Connecticut State 
University in 2020 with her BFA in Theatre. Since graduating, she has been 
working with Time’s Fool Company as their Associate Artistic Director. She is 
grateful to have the opportunity to further her work in Wethersfield and to 
contribute to the success of WHS.
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In Memoriam
Wethersfield Historical Society sadly notes the passing of two longtime members; Geraldeen Lohman, on June 
19, and Carol Hall, on July 30.
Geraldeen was a dedicated patron of all society events, notably Taste of Wethersfield and our popular House 
Tours. At Keeney Koolers she could be found with husband Phil, occupying a prime spot on the lawn to enjoy 
the concerts.
Carol Hall served on the society’s Collection Committee, making a significant contribution to 2017’s exhibit 
“Come Play with Us: Toys from Wethersfield’s Attic”. Carol volunteered both her time and expertise in addi-
tion to loaning porcelain dolls from her own collection to the exhibit.
WHS extends our condolences to their families. The society is diminished by their absence. 

Wet Your Whistle, Wethersfield On View 
September 2023 through April 2024
Through many periods of history, beverages played an important 
role in the lives of Wethersfield residents. Agriculture and trade 
played a role in both the production of drinks and the economy of 
the Wethersfield area. A variety of beverages influenced the social 
life of residents, as more families chose to entertain their guests and 
bought into consumerism. As social as drinking was, it led to the 
exchange of ideas and information, and held influence over current 
events, fashion, politics and debates. This would lead to reform 
movements, such as temperance and prohibition. Immigration and 
migration played a large role in the popularity of certain beverages 
as new residents brought with them new drink preferences. Wet 
Your Whistle: A History of Wethersfield Through Beverage will be 
on view in our Watson Gallery from September 2023 to April 14, 2024. 

WHS bids a fond farewell to retiring bookkeeper 
Mary Procyk
After many long years of dedicated service, Wethersfield Historical Society 
bookkeeper Mary Procyk has elected to take her well-deserved retirement. 
In addition to having been an integral part of the staff, Mary has also been a 
long-term member of the society. An avid world traveler, Mary sends postcards 
to the office from whatever exotic location she happens to be visiting. *Editor’s 
Note: During my tenure, we have enjoyed postcards from Egypt, Greece, and 
Dublin.

WHS wishes Mary all the best in her retirement. She will be missed in the 
office, but we look forward to seeing her at upcoming society events and will 
be eagerly checking the mailbox for news of her whereabouts.

A special “Thank you” to Glastonbury Historical Society, for loaning objects for the exhibit, and to Bob Herron, Rocky 
Hill Historian, for providing research materials to the project. This exhibit is supported in part by a grant from the Rob-
ert Allan Keeney Memorial Fund and the Wethersfield Community Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, 
and by the generous support of Mike and Joan Munroe. 
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WHS welcomes these new members:
Angela Fazio, Dr. Josesph Martinelli, Dr. Cher Nicholas, and Gary Warner
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September 8		  Alain Munkittrick, Author Historic Houses of the CT River Valley
September 22		 Scott Ferrara, Author Accused of Witchcraft in New York 
September 23		 Ancient Burying Ground Tour
October 7		  41st Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair
October 13 & 14	 Lantern Light Tours
October 21		  Ancient Burying Ground Tour
October 28		  The Witch of Blackbird Pond Ball
December 7		  Holidays on Main


