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WHS Bids A Fond Farewell to

Peter Watts (1) & Breauna Jurkowski (r) at Craft Fair
Parting is such sweet sorrow...

Wethersfield Historical Society bids fond farewells
to Rental and Visitor Services Coordinator Breauna
Jurkowski and Curator Kristina Oschmann. Breauna
was an invaluable asset to the society, substantially
growing our rental business at the Keeney Center
and coordinating our army of volunteers. The wel-
come center at the Keeney always had a smiling face
behind the desk and oftentimes that face was Breau-
na’s when docents had to be elsewhere. Our volunteer
potlucks and holiday parties were always special
occasions thanks in large part to Breauna’s organiza-
tional and decorating skills. She also put those skills
to good use during our fundraising events, notably
the Taste of Wethersfield and the Witch of Blackbird
Pond Ball. Curator Kristina Oschmann also played a
large role in the success of these events, lending her
eye for detail and design sense to promotional mate-
rials and engaging graphic artist Don Carter to design
the posters for the Witch of Blackbird Pond Ball and
the refreshed “Silas the Chef” for Taste. More in line

Breauna Jurkowski and Kristina Oschmann
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Curator Kristina Oschmann at Taste of Wethersfield 2025

with her job description, the society has Kristina to
thank for the following exhibits: Decades: 50 Years
of Pop Culture in Wethersfield; Wet Your Whistle:
A History of Wethersfield through Beverage; Trea-
sures of the Francis House; River, Land, and Sea:
Wethersfield’s Maritime History; and Wethersfield
Remembers 9/11 — 20 Years Later. In addition to
producing these exhibits, she was also responsible
for their companion lecture series, notably Wet Your
Whistle and River, Land, and Sea. In addition, Kris-
tina made sure that the Hurlbut-Dunham House and
Cove Warehouse had docents scheduled for their re-
spective seasons. And speaking of the Hurlbut-Dun-
ham House, it was Kristina made sure the halls were
appropriately “decked” for the Christmas season. The
society wishes both Breauna and Kristina much suc-
cess in their future endeavors. Wethersfield will see
both of them again soon. Breauna continues her as-
sociation with the Times Fool Theater Company and
she will be performing in their upcoming production
of Hamlet. Kristina is expected to do some consulting
work for the society in the not-too-distant future.
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FORECAST

Dear Members and Friends,
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The seasons have changed from spring into summer, and :
we are looking forward to the sunny days ahead. We are
in a new season here at Wethersfield Historical Society
as well. Two of our highly valued staff members, Kris-
tina Oschmann and Breauna Jurkowski, have moved on
to other organizations where they can .
advance their careers. Sad for us, but
good for them. We will still see them
from time to time. Charlie Carcio of
our Event Services Staff has retired af-
ter several years of invaluable service
here at WHS. We will still see Charlie
and his wife at some of our programs
and social events.

The sunny days ahead for WHS are our new Visitor
Services and Rental Coordinator, Bridgett Diene and our
three new Event Services Staff members, Ava Minichi-
no, Doug Martin, and Julia Paskale. I would like to give
a special thanks to Program Coordinator Kevin Ander-
sen, Educator Gillie Johnson and Docent and Museum
Shop Assistant Gabriella Rizzo-Velez for all of the extra
work they are doing to help us through this transition. I
am very lucky to work with the nicest people!
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Thank you, members and donors for your continued
support of Wethersfield Historical Society. You make it
possible for us to continue our 93 years of service to the
Wethersfield Community.

R )

With warm regards,

A W s

Amy Northrop Wittorff, Executive Director
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WHS Annual Meeting 2025

WHS Membership listens to Executive Director Amy Wittorff’s report on the society s activities in 2024

Wethersfield Historical Society’s 93rd Annual Meeting was held
in the Keeney Ballroom on Tuesday, May 13. After a social hour
featuring good company, wine, beer, soft drinks, and savory hors
d’oeuvres catered by The Cove Deli, the membership settled in
to hear reports on the society’s activities from Executive Direc-
tor Amy Wittorff, Board Chair Dorene Ciarcia, and Governance
Committee Chair Marc Berube. The membership was then
called upon to approve the revised by-laws and Certificate of
Incorporation as recommended by the Governing Board and to
elect new members to the Governing and Advisory Boards.

Board Chair Dorene Ciarcia The following nominees were presented to the society by the
Governance Committee and approved unanimously by voice vote of the membership in attendance.

For Governing Board (2028): For Advisory Board (2028):

Marc Berube Cynthia A. Brown
Dorene Ciarcia Sheila M. Hennessey
Bruce Scotti Michael Mendoza
Kayla Pittman Weisenberger Elaine St. Onge
Peter Watts
Doug Weed

The new Governing Board met briefly in the Keeney Center’s Bardani Room after the Annual Meeting to elect

their officers. They voted unanimously to retain the current slate with the exception of departing Treasurer,

Doug Weed. Congratulations to Board Chair Dorene Ciarcia, Vice Chair Marc Berube, Secretary Beverly

Lucas, and WHS’ new Treasurer Betty Standish.
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Revolutionary Wethersfield (1763 - 1788)

Museum Educator William “Gillie”” Johnson has been hard at work on an ongoing history
project. The following article offers a “preview of coming attractions”.

Ezekiel Williams (1729-1818) Col. John Chester (1749-1809)

“An Indispensible Duty which we owe to our King, our Country, ourselves, & our Posterity, by all lawful ways
& means in our Power, to maintain, defend, & preserve these our Rights & Liberties.” — Wethersfield Town
Records, June 16, 1774

The Town of Wethersfield firmly supported the American Revolution and during the war years, the Town gov-
ernment strove to furnish troops for the army, to supply provisions for the troops, and to provide for the fami-
lies of the soldiers.

Standing in Solidarity with Fellow Patriots

No taxation without representation was a right that Englishmen held dear and as subjects of the British Empire,
Wethersfield residents believed that they possessed this right and the other cherished rights of Englishmen. Af-
ter the French and Indian War, England passed a series of taxes that many Wethersfield residents believed vio-
lated their rights. In response, American patriots boycotted English goods. However, not all merchants partici-
pated in the boycott. When Peter Verstille arrived in Wethersfield on December 21, 1769 with a large quantity
of imported goods, the town’s leading citizens prevented him from selling his goods and instead forced him

to place these goods in storage. On Christmas Day 1769, a Town Meeting was held in response to these recent
events. The Town voted to create a committee consisting of Silas Deane, Ezekiel Williams, Elisha Williams,
David Webb, and Elias Williams to make sure no one in Wethersfield violated the boycott.

In 1773, Bostonians protested the tax on tea by dumping more than 92,000 pounds of tea into Boston harbor.
England retaliated in 1774 by closing Boston harbor. The Town of Wethersfield was enraged by the closure of

Boston harbori which was seen as a horrible abuse of ro¥al gower and unanimousl¥ aggroved the Resolves of




the General Assembly of Connecticut to defend their rights from British tyranny. To assist the Bostonians, the
Town organized a committee consisting of Ezekiel Williams, Elisha Deming, Elias Williams, William Gris-
wold, Martin Kellogg, Charles Churchill, and Solomon Dunham to receive contributions from the residents of
Wethersfield for the relief of Boston. Over 300 Wethersfield men and women sent food and money to help the
poor of Boston.

As tensions rose between England and its colonies, the Town of Wethersfield prepared for war. In September
1774, the Town began stocking up on gunpowder, cutlasses, and flints. Five months later, the Town ordered
that its supply of gunpowder be increased to 600 pounds and that a proportionate amount of cutlasses and flints
be added as well. Two months later on April 19, 1775, the Revolutionary War began.

Provisions State

Once the Revolutionary War began, the army needed provisions to feed, to clothe, and to arm the soldiers.
Connecticut played such a big role in provisioning the troops that it earned the nickname the “Provisions State’]
and the Town of Wethersfield played its part in acquiring necessary provisions. In August 1775, about a month
after Timothy Beadle and several other Wethersfield men joined the 8th Regiment, 2nd Company of the Con-
tinental Army, the Selectmen of Wethersfield provided them with the guns, ammunition, bayonets, knapsacks,
and other goods that they needed for an upcoming march. When the British attacked Norwalk, Connecticut in
July 1779, Wethersfield selectman John Robbins acquired guns and cartridges for the militia. Between 1777
and 1781, the Town of Wethersfield created numerous committees to procure clothes for the soldiers. These
committees successfully furnished the troops with hundreds of overalls, shirts, stockings, and shoes. During
the war, the Town also provided the soldiers with hundreds of bushels of corn, over 1000 pounds of pork, and
over 8000 pounds of beef. In addition to acquiring provisions for soldiers, the Town of Wethersfield also creat-
ed numerous committees to provide necessities for local soldiers’ families. Since supporting these families cost
the committee members a lot of money, the Town of Wethersfield agreed in 1780 to compensate the committee
members for “any Loss they should unavoidably sustain” while executing this commission.

Soldiers

In 1777, the Continental Army became so desperate for soldiers that it required each state to furnish a mini-
mum number of soldiers. Each town in Connecticut was required to contribute an assigned number of soldiers
towards the state’s quota. Meeting its quota proved a challenge for the Town of Wethersfield. In April 1777,
the Town created a committee to figure out how best to address this problem. One way that Wethersfield and
other Connecticut towns met their quotas was by allowing African Americans to enlist in the army. In 1777, at
least 5 enslaved men from Wethersfield would enlist in the Continental Army in exchange for their freedom.
As the years went by, the Town’s quotas proved more difficult to fill. In order to attract poorer men to serve

in the army or militia, the Town decided in 1778 to use money from the Town Treasury to buy arms for them
as well as to pay the men for their military service. Since some men who were drafted refused to serve in the
army, the Town offered in 1779 to pay £100 in continental currency to any drafted man who served his term of
duty or procured a substitute to do so. Over time, the Town increased the amount of money it offered to those
who would complete their tours of duty. In 1780, the Town also offered a £6 bounty for men who enlisted for
3 years or until the end of the war, which they would enjoy in addition to the bounties offered by the state and
federal governments.




A New Federal Constitution

After the Revolutionary War ended in 1783, the United States entered a period sometimes referred to by histo-
rians as the Critical Period. This was a time of much economic hardship and ineffective national government.
To try to solve the issues of the Critical Period, a new national Constitution was drafted. For this Constitution
to become legally binding, it needed to be ratified by the states. Stephen Mix Mitchell and John Chester were
elected as Wethersfield’s delegates to the ratification convention to be held in Hartford in January 1788. Con-
necticut was the fifth state to ratify the Constitution. Later, the remaining eight states that participated in the
Revolution would ratify the Constitution too. That Constitution became the law of the land and continues as

the framework for Connecticut’s national government today.
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Volunteer Hall of Fame 2025

Congratulations to Cynthia Gworek, Beverly Lucas, and Roberta Simpson on being inducted into the
Wethersfield Historical Society Volunteer Hall of Fame by Executive Director Amy Wittorff. The honor is giv-
en to those volunteers who the staff considers to be a “triple threat” — they have spent many hours on a variety
of different tasks to support our society, from serving as docents or museum teachers, doing library research,
specialized committee work, and taking responsibility as committee chairs. Many thanks to all the Hall of
Famers who enable the society to fulfill its mission to “preserve and promote Wethersfield’s history and culture]
to inspire people today and tomorrow”.

In a strange twist of fate, Volunteer Hall of Fame Inductees Beverly Lucas (l) and Roberta Simpson (r) appear
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in the same photograph from April’s Taste of Wethersfield. Cynthia Gworek is pictured far right in a photo-
I{aph taken at last year's Craft Fair. &




Odds ‘n’ Ends

" On Tuesday, May 27, Wethersfield Historical Society presented the
Betty Arnold Scholarship Award to Colin Murray at the Dollars for

L= Scholars Awards ceremony at the Pitkin Center. Colin is a graduating

8 Wethersfield High School senior who plans to study history at the

University of New Hampshire this fall. Governing Board and Advisory

Board members Joan and Mike Munroe had the pleasure of awarding

the commemorative plaque and certificate. Congratulations to Col-

in and all the deserving recipients of this year’s Dollars for Scholars

awards!

Wethersfield Historical Society’s standing partnership
with Time’s Fool Company and artistic director Wesley
Broulik continues as the company presents their fifth
offering on the lawn between the Keeney Memorial
i : b ey Cultural Center and the historic Hurlbut-Dunham House.
e N ‘ : This year’s selection is William Shakespeare’s Hamlet.
= "‘ \ Performances are at 6:00 pm, August 6 through August 9,
and August 13 through August 16. Come find out what’s
truly rotten in the state of Denmark. As always, the public
is invited to bring their own seating, a picnic, beverages,
and their sense of wonder. Admission is free, but dona-
tions are gratefully accepted.
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Keeney Koolers 2025

Due to a lack of sponsorship, this year’s Keeney Koolers Concert
Series has been reduced to a single concert to be held on Tues-

" day, July 22 at 6:30 pm. Thanks to the generosity of a single

¢ \ﬂ donor, Wethersfield Historical Society welcomes The Jeffrey

. | John Band to the Showmobile Stage.No stranger to Wethersfield
Audiences, Jeff Boratko has performed for the society on multi-
ple occassions - as the frontman for Streetlight Shakers on Kee-
ney Koolers 2021, as an integral part of the Damn Good Duo for
PorchFest 2022, and as a solo act at Craft Fair 2024. This time,

@ he appears as the frontman for the band bearing his name. In ad-
dition he is the band’s principal songwriter and arranger.




Sponsorshlp opportunztles are stlll avazlable for potenttal Keeney Koolers concerts on Tuesday, July 15 and
Tuesday, July 29. For details, please email Program Coordinator Kevin Andersen at society@wethersfieldhis-

tory.org.
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T he an Contmental Light Dragoons, Sheldon's Horse and Col Chester's 5th CT Reglment prepare for the llba-
tion ceremony to honor fallen comrades at Wethersfield's History Day for Families.

WHS welcomes the following new members:

Steve & Kimberly Bobin, Julia Brown, Raymond Byrne, Pat Cramer, Marc Duisenberg, David
& Patricia Everett, Charles Hart, Nathan & Whitney Kraner, Gerhard Merkle, and Ray Michno

Calendar of Events:

June 1 Wethersfield Art League June Art Show

June 14 CT Open House Day — Wethersfield Museum, Hurlbut-Dunham
House, Cove Warchouse open

June 21 Ancient Burying Ground Tours

July 1 Carol Adil Art Show (Watson Gallery)

July 22 Keeney Koolers Concert Series: The Jeffrey John Band

September 20 Ancient Burying Ground Tours

October 4 43rd Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair

October 10 - 12 The 16th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours

October 18 Ancient Burying Ground Tours
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