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The XVII Annual Taste of Wethersfield ben-
efit returns on Saturday, April 5th from 7:00 
pm - 9:30 pm at The Keeney Memorial Cul-
tural Center, 200 Main Street, Wethersfield. 
Once again, the Keeney Center comes alive 
with the flavors and aromas of the area’s fin-
est food and drink. Last year’s co-host, Alex 
P. Taylor has graciously agreed to step up and 
emcee this year’s “Taste”. 

Taste of Wethersfield helps fund Wethersfield 
Historical Society’s free or low cost education-
al and cultural programming for children and 
adults. 

Long-time “Taste” favorites, the Hot Cat Jazz 
Band, are back again to provide the evening’s 
soundtrack. The process of “Taste” remains 
the same: Attendees pay one admission and 
can try offerings from several local restaurants, 
caterers, breweries, and wine vendors, all un-
der one roof. Samples of signature dishes and 
beverages are available at every station. All 
your local favorites will be there with many 
more additions arriving daily. Throughout the 
evening, a silent auction is conducted, offering 
guests the opportunity to bid on unique goods 
and services from local vendors.  
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FORECAST
Dear Members and Friends, 

When I began my journey at the Wethersfield Historical Society sixteen 
years ago, the internet was on the rise, but it wasn’t as central to our 
lives as it is today. During that time, I recognized that while we had an 
incredible wealth of historical knowledge at the Society, it was largely 
confined to our library or displayed temporarily in exhibits that only a 
few had the chance to see. How could we make this information more 
accessible to the public? 

Thanks to a generous Strategic Technology 
grant from the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving, we were able to launch a new website, 
which included a section called “Articles from 
the Community.” This collection, which spans 
Wethersfield’s rich history, is made up of con-
tributions from scholars in our community as 
well as our archival collections. Members Jim 
Meehan and John Oblak and others put in many 
hours of work to make this happen. Today, this 
section receives tens of thousands of page views 
each month, and I am proud to say that it is free-
ly accessible to everyone. 

Over the years, one of the most common questions we receive is, 
“Where is my ancestor buried in the burying ground?” The Ancient 
Burying Ground and Village Cemetery are treasure troves of historical 
information about our community’s past. While the gravestones are 
fragile and at risk of being lost over time, thanks to former intern Al-
lison Golomb, we now have a complete record and precise location for 
each stone, along with any inscriptions or other details. We are thrilled 
to be able to direct visitors and callers to our Burying Ground database, 
another heavily used, freely accessible resource on our website. 

Today, Wethersfield Historical Society remains committed to telling the 
most accurate and comprehensive account of our history possible. One 
of our newest and most significant projects is the Database of Free and 
Enslaved People of Color in Wethersfield 1634-1848. This important re-
source is the result of decades of work by researchers Martha Smart and 
Diane Cameron. Unlike the relatively straightforward task of recording 
gravestone inscriptions, this project involved expert historical sleuth-
ing—meticulously combing through a myriad of historical records to 
identify over 1,000 individuals who had been forgotten by history. 

While Martha and Diane have volunteered their expertise, our Educator 
Gillie Johnson dedicated countless hours to organizing, verifying, and 
entering this data into the database. Thanks to generous funding from 
the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, the Robert Allan Keeney 
Memorial Fund, a SHARP grant through CT Humanities, the Ensworth 
Charitable Foundation, the American Savings Foundation, M&T Bank, 
and our dedicated members, Gillie was able to devote his time to this 
vital project. 

The Database of Free and Enslaved People of Color in Wethersfield is 
now freely accessible on our website. This database honors the lives of 
many individuals who helped build our community, even if we do not 
know all of their names. What we have recorded is just a glimpse of 
the true history, and I am certain many more individuals were part of 
Wethersfield’s diverse past that we have not been able to record.

Cont. on Page 8
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Horse High, Bull Strong, and Hog Tight

Genteel ladies and gentlemen, elegant houses with landscaped yards are often our mental im-
age of Wethersfield’s colonial past.  Nothing much is pictured of the animals raised to feed 
these elegant people.  But yes, Wethersfield raised cattle, sheep, and probably most important-
ly, hogs.  And they could be a problem. Town records, over many years, deal with trespassing 
animals, especially hogs. 

What were these cattle, hogs, etc. trespassing on?  Mainly on the meadow lands and those of 
“The Plain”, each of which were enclosed by a common fence.  Entries dealing with these 
fences litter the early Town records. Owners of plots of land in each were required to keep their 
section of said fences in repair.  If not, and animals got into the grain and hay growing there, 
those who allowed their section to fall into disrepair were not only liable for the damage done 
by animals going through the fences, but were fined until they put the fences back into shape. 
The method in 17th and 18th century Wethersfield was to fence crop and hay land to keep 
livestock out. Therefore, the mantra for building such a fence was to make it horse high, bull 
strong, and hog tight.

That the citizens failed often in building their fences to that standard is obvious from, again, 
the Town Meeting records. In April, 1656, it was voted that if any hogs or cattle break into the 
meadow, the pound keeper is to have 6 pence a head, as well as the offending owner paying 12 
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pence for every head.  Because hogs were an especial problem, the town ruled the next year 
that everyone who drives his hogs and “drives them nott two miles from the meddoe fence or 
from the town shall pay 12 pence to him as find anyone in neglett of it, and for hogs that are 
kept at home they are to be well ringed or yoked and kept in sties or yards.” In 1658, the town 
levied the penalty for hogs taken in the meadow: “three days after this date, three shillings a 
head” while the penalty for cattle and horses so taken was 6 pence a head—at 12 pence to the 
shilling, a considerably cheaper fine.

To carry out these orders, pounders were appointed, as were fence viewers. Because each own-
er of livestock was required to have a distinctive ear mark cut into each animals’ ear, and the 
marks to be registered with the Town, the pounder could tell where the fault lay with trespass-
ing animals.  The fences and hogs, as well as other livestock, continued to be a problem over 
the years.  Finally, the town decreed that “swine should be let run from June through August” 
but they must be “well ringed”.

There is nothing to state where they were to run, but there was an area called Hog Meadow, 
and in Rocky Hill, a Hog Brook.   Sherman Adams says this about Hog Meadow: “It’s swampy 
character probably made it a favorite place for swine, droves of which were kept running at 
large in the wild lands belonging to the Town in general.”  Hog Meadow was toward New-
ington, probably between Wells Road and Prospect, near Collier Brook Swamp, which is now 
drained. Rocky Hill still has a Hog Brook.

Our mental image of Wethersfield’s colonial past, therefore, should allow a picture or two of 
broken fences and hogs running wild.

In Memoriam
Wethersfield Historical Society sadly notes the passing of the following members: Barba-
ra Robison (9/20/24), Reno Franconi (9/30/24), Jean Hanna Holden (10/18/24), Captain 
Salvatore Tarantino (10/31/24), Claire Merkle (12/13/24), and Betty Sheehan (2/7/25). 
A special mention needs to be made of Jean Hanna Holden’s extraordinary generosity to 
WHS. Her unstinting financial support of the society’s Annual Fund did much to enable our 
day to day operations for over twenty years. To the families and friends of the deceased, the 
society shares your sense of loss.

Martha Smart is a native of Michigan with a degree in history and sec-
ondary teaching certification from the University of Michigan.  Retired 
from over fourteen years working in the library at the Connecticut His-
torical Society, she has been the volunteer librarian at the Wethersfield 
Historical Society since that retirement.



5

WHS Publishes An Important Database
While Leonard Chester has long been celebrated as one of the 10 Adventurers who established 
Wethersfield in 1634, he was also one of Wethersfield’s earliest enslavers. When he died in 
1648, he owned an enslaved African American woman. Little is known about this woman’s 
life, not even her name, yet a record of her is listed in Free and Enslaved People of Color in 
Wethersfield 1634-1848 database. She was likely one of the first, if not the first, enslaved per-
son in Wethersfield. Over the next two centuries, hundreds of African Americans would live in 
Wethersfield. 

Wethersfield Historical Society is proud 
to have published the online database 
Free and Enslaved People of Color in 
Wethersfield 1634-1848 on February 
20. After a brief demonstration of the 
database by Museum Educator Gillie 
Johnson, a reception was held in the Kee-
ney Memorial Cultural Center’s Rotary 
Room, celebrating the culmination of de-
cades of research. The database features 
the lives of African Americans and Native 
Americans in Wethersfield from 1634 (the 

town’s founding) until 1848 (the formal end of slavery in Connecticut). 

Wethersfield Historical Society is committed to 
bringing their stories out of the shadows. For de-
cades, research librarian Martha Smart and inde-
pendent researcher Diane Cameron have traveled 
to archives all around Connecticut searching for 
any scraps of information they might find about 
early Wethersfield’s people of color. They un-
covered information about over 1,000 free and 
enslaved African Americans and Native Amer-
icans who lived in Wethersfield between 1634 
and 1848. In order to share this important history 
with others, WHS Museum Educator Gillie Johnson has spent the past few years compiling 
this data from original handwritten records and references and organizing it into Free and En-
slaved People of Color in Wethersfield 1634-1848.

To access the fully searchable database on the WHS website, click HERE.

Charles Floyd as Francis Gomer in 2022’s Lantern Light Tours

Gillie Johnson, Martha Smart, and Diane Cameron

https://www.wethersfieldhistory.org/free-enslaved-people-of-color-in-wethersfield-1634-1848-introduction/
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WHS presents XVII Annual Taste of Wethersfield cont.

“Taste” is a party for those 21 and over only. Tickets are on sale March 1 and can be pur-
chased on EventBrite or in person at the Wethersfield Historical Society’s office in the Old 
Academy (150 Main Street, Wethersfield), 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Tuesday through Friday. N.B. 
Tickets purchased by cash or check at the Old Academy are exempt from all online conve-
nience fees. Purchaser will only pay face value of the ticket. In advance, tickets are $35 (online 
$39.19). At the door on the night of the event, the price jumps to $40 (online $44.52). A $75 
(online $81.88) “Patron” ticket entitles the bearer to early admission (6:00 pm) with full ac-
cess to all food and drink, automatic entry into an exclusive Patron drawing, and first chance to 
bid on Silent Auction items. Patron tickets have the added bonus of $35 of the purchase price 
being tax deductible. 

Emcees Renee DiNino and Alex P. Taylor confer 2024Cindy Brown showing what “Taste” is all about 2023

Photo by Ben Jordan “Taste” 2023

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/17th-annual-taste-of-wethersfield-benefit-tickets-1144439863439?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Significant progress has been made on the restoration of the Hurlbut-Dunham House. Phase 1, the porch resto-Significant progress has been made on the restoration of the Hurlbut-Dunham House. Phase 1, the porch resto-
ration and the addition of a handicap access ramp, is well underway. We are fortunate to have the expertise of ration and the addition of a handicap access ramp, is well underway. We are fortunate to have the expertise of 
our contractor, Kronenberger & Sons Restoration, and architect, Kent McCoy of QA+M Architecture, work-our contractor, Kronenberger & Sons Restoration, and architect, Kent McCoy of QA+M Architecture, work-
ing with us to preserve this historic landmark. We are especially appreciative of our Advisory Board member, ing with us to preserve this historic landmark. We are especially appreciative of our Advisory Board member, 
Bruce Bockstael, State Architect Emeritus, who has been actively engaged in guiding the project, visiting the Bruce Bockstael, State Architect Emeritus, who has been actively engaged in guiding the project, visiting the 
site daily to provide valuable insight and support.site daily to provide valuable insight and support.

During the removal of the old porch, an unexpected During the removal of the old porch, an unexpected 
discovery was made—the porch joists had been cut discovery was made—the porch joists had been cut 
into the brownstone foundation, a construction method into the brownstone foundation, a construction method 
unfamiliar even to our experienced historic restoration unfamiliar even to our experienced historic restoration 
specialists. The original porch, added around 1865 specialists. The original porch, added around 1865 
when Levi and Adelaide Goodwin transformed the when Levi and Adelaide Goodwin transformed the 
house from the Georgian to the Italianate style, lacked house from the Georgian to the Italianate style, lacked 
proper footings, relying instead on wooden posts resting proper footings, relying instead on wooden posts resting 
on the ground or stones. on the ground or stones. 

To ensure long-term structural integrity, the founda-To ensure long-term structural integrity, the founda-
tion near the ground was repointed, and new concrete tion near the ground was repointed, and new concrete 
footings were installed so the porch is independent of footings were installed so the porch is independent of 
the foundation. A sturdy framework has been construct-the foundation. A sturdy framework has been construct-
ed, and new decking, replicating the original, is being ed, and new decking, replicating the original, is being 
installed. Additionally, the porch’s decorated columns installed. Additionally, the porch’s decorated columns 
were carefully removed and transported to Kronen-were carefully removed and transported to Kronen-
berger’s woodshop, where they have been meticulously berger’s woodshop, where they have been meticulously 
restored. As the decking is completed, these columns 
will be reinstalled, restoring the porch to its original 
grandeur.

Construction on the handicap access ramp is also pro-
gressing well. Footings have been poured, and work 

is ongoing. The initial plan for a backyard pathway connecting the ramp to the Keeney parking lot has been 
revised following consultation with the Town Engineer. Instead, one or two designated handicapped parking 
spaces will be established on the street in front of the Hurlbut-Dunham House, and the existing side pathway 
to the ramp will be upgraded to meet ADA accessibility standards. It is expected that this phase of the project 
will be completed by mid-March.

The CT State Office of Historic Preservation (SHPO), with support from our State delegation—Jon Fonfara, 
Matt Lesser, Amy Bello, and Kerry Wood—provided the transformative Historic Restoration Fund Grant that 
made it possible for this project to be realized. This grant requires a 100% match, so the grant and this project 
would not be possible without the generous support of our individual donors and private grant funders who 
provided the matching funds.

Construction Update: Hurlbut-Dunham House Restoration Project
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We extend our sincere appreciation to all those who contributed to our 
ongoing Capital Campaign, as well as to the organizations that provided 
crucial funding: the Maximilian E. and Marion O. Hoffman Foundation, 
the 1772 Foundation, the National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the Ruth Wyllys Chapter, AARP, Americana Corner, and 
the Farmington Bank Community Foundation. Special thanks also go to 
major donors Lee G. Kuckro and Joan & Mike Munroe, and to Elaine 
St. Onge and Wes Sargent for their specific sponsorship of the handicap 
access ramp. Your generosity has played a pivotal role in preserving this 
historic property and making it more accessible to the public.

We look forward to sharing further updates as this important restoration 
project continues.

FORECAST Cont. from Page 2

As my grandmother used to say, “It takes all kinds of people to make a world.” Wethersfield’s history, rich in diversity, 
has made our community stronger, and it is with great pride that we continue to share and preserve this story. 

This project would not have been possible without your support. Thank you for being part of this journey with us.

Amy Northrop Wittorff, Executive Director

Calendar of Events:
		  Apr. 5			   Taste of Wethersfield
		  Apr. 19		  Shot Heard ‘Round the World Tours
		  May 13		  WHS Annual Meeting
		  May 24		  History Day for Families/Heritage Weekend
		  May 24		  Ancient Burying Ground Tour
		  June 21		  Ancient Burying Ground Tour 
		  Sept. 20		  Ancient Burying Ground Tour
		  Oct. 4			   43rd Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair

WHS welcomes the following new members:
Sue and Tim Bruce, Lewis Buckner Kilbourne, Laura Byrne and John Graham, William Con-
lon, Ken Dickinson, Dori and Tim Garcia, Willard and Janice Gowdy, Brenton Grom, Barbara 
Kester, William Keyt, Mary Jane Lopa, Chris Montross, John and Yolanda Preysner, Mark and 
Susan Torres, and Gary Vujs

Ornate column carving has been metic-
ulously restored


