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Join Wethersfield Historical Society, your friends and 
neighbors, and almost 100 artisans, crafters, food 
vendors, and non-profit organizations for the 43rd 
installment of the Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & 
Crafts Fair. Held on the bucolic grounds of Wethers-
field’s Cove Park, Craft Fair is a benefit that supports 
the educational efforts of Wethersfield Historical 
Society. The Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair also 
welcomes other area non-profits like the Wethersfield 
Academy for the Arts, the Wethersfield Art League, 
and Ginger’s Jams and Jellies to share their work and 
missions with the community.

Founded in 1932, the society is a 501(c)3 non-prof-
it, member supported organization that offers free 
admission to the Wethersfield Museum year round, 
provides quality educational programming to people 
of all ages, and helps preserve the oldest and largest 
historic district in the state of Connecticut.

In addition to serving as the fair’s command center, 
the society’s tent houses our “Attic Treasures” store 
and our legendary bake sale, featuring home-made 
goodies for sale (as long as they last).

As well as being one of the year’s most unique shop-
ping opportunities, Craft Fair attendees enjoy live 
music, delicious taste treats from food vendors, and 
the opportunity to learn more about their community 
from visiting non-profits.

Tickets are on sale as of September 1. Admission is 
$7, if purchased in advance. You can buy your tickets 
online through this link to EventBrite or you can save 
ticketing fees by purchasing your tickets in-person 
at the Keeney Center (200 Main Street, Wethersfield) 
by cash or check. Admission to Craft Fair on the day 
of the event is $10. Only cash is accepted at the gate. 
Current Wethersfield Historical Society Members and 
children under 12 accompanied by an adult are admit-
ted free of charge.
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43rd Annual
Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair

October 4, 2025 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-43rd-annual-old-wethersfield-arts-crafts-fair-tickets-1144515078409?aff=oddtdtcreator
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FORECAST

Dear Members, Friends, and Supporters,

I hope you have all had a relaxing and enjoyable sum-
mer season and are looking forward to the joy of the fall 
season.   I’m happy to say that Wethersfield Historical 
Society has had a busy and productive summer. We’ve 
completed the restoration of the Hurlbut-Dunham House 
veranda and access ramp, thanks to 
generous support from our capital 
campaign donors and grantors. Look 
for information on a ribbon cutting 
ceremony this fall.  WHS also suc-
cessfully partnered with Times Fool 
to host “Hamlet” on the Hurlbut-Dun-
ham and Keeney lawns, with over 
1,400 people seeing the production.  
Community partnerships are vital to 
the ongoing livelihood and success of 
organizations like ours, and we were 
thrilled to work with Times Fool on this latest endeavor.

The fall season promises to be a busy one. I look forward 
to seeing everyone at the 43rd Annual Old Wethersfield 
Arts & Crafts Fair on October 4th. We are also hard at 
work on the 16th Annual Lantern Light Tours to be held 
on October 10th, 11th, and 12th. We’ll round out the 
season with two Ancient Burying Ground Tours on Sep-
tember 20th and October 18th and a Broad Street Green 
walking tour on September 21st. Check out our website 
for details.

In addition to the importance of the community part-
nerships I mentioned, we are also grateful to you, our 
members, friends, and supporters. We are a member-
ship-based organization, governed, financially support-
ed, and run largely by our members. If you are not a 
member, please consider joining us in our mission; if 
you are a member, thank you for your ongoing support.  
I’d also like to extend special thanks to our volunteers 
and donors who help us advance our mission. If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer, or creating a lasting 
legacy through planned giving, we would like to hear 
from you. You can reach out to us via our website, or 
give us a call at the society offices.

Thank you for your continued support. I look forward to 
seeing you at the society’s events this fall!

All my best, 

Dorene Ciarcia, Governing Board Chair
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16th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours

Poor Mary Williams! It was bad enough 
to be the victim of an arsonist once, but 
how terrible less than ten years later 
to have arsonists target her yet again! 
Mary Williams’s ordeal and tales of 
other crimes and misdemeanors in 
Wethersfield come to life in Wethersfield 
Historical Society’s 16th Annual Old 
Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours.

Museum Educator William “Gillie” Johnson as Levi 
Goodwin in 2024’s LLT

Join us on Friday October 10, Saturday October 
11, and Sunday October 12 for this entertaining 
and educational journey through the Hurlbut-Dun-
ham House, First Church, and the Ancient Burying 
Ground. All tours depart from the Keeney Memorial 
Cultural Center (200 Main Street). Tours are avail-
able between 6:30 pm and 8:00 pm. Tickets are 
$30.00 and on sale now. Tickets can be bought on 
EventBrite or avoid all ticketing fees and purchase in 

person at the Keeney Center (200 Main Street) be-
tween 10am and 4pm, Tuesday through Friday 
for cash or check. Ticket quantities are limited to 
21 per tour, so get your tickets early. In the event 
of inclement weather, provisions have been made 
to conduct these tours indoors. There is no rain 
date.

A special 20% discount is available to current 
members of Wethersfield Historical Society. 
For details, please email the office at society@
wethersfieldhistory.org.

This approximately 70-minute journey through 
the past covers about one mile through occasion-
ally uneven terrain and dimly lit areas. Partic-
ipants are advised to wear good walking shoes 
and dress appropriately for the weather. This 
program is not recommended for children under 
the age of 13. 

Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours would not 
be possible without our volunteers, who gen-
erously donate their time and talents to bring 
these stories to life. For their service, we are 
extremely grateful. We would also like to thank 
the Robert Allen Keeney Memorial Fund at The 
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, ShopRite 
of Manchester & East Hartford, and members of 
Wethersfield Historical Society for their financial 
support of this program.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/16th-annual-old-wethersfield-lantern-light-tours-2025-tickets-1144532340039?aff=oddtdtcreator
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A Quick Look Back at Summer 2025...

June 2025 - The Watson 
Gallery plays host to the 
Wethersfield Art League 
for their annual exhibit.

July 22 - The Jeffrey John 
Band does their thing for 
the Wethersfield audience 
at this year’s one and only 
Keeney Koolers concert.
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July 1 thru July 30 - A Life 
in Color: A Carol Adil Ret-
rospective Exhibit occupied 
the Watson Gallery, celebrat-
ing the work of this talented 
Wethersfield artist.

While Carol Adil’s paintings 
graced the walls of the Watson 
Gallery, the art of Wethersfield’s 
Pitkin Senior Center brightened 
the Keeney Center’s entrance.
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Director Wesley Broulik welcomes 
the opening night audience to Times 
Fool Theater Company’s August 
run of “Hamlet”. The show is the 
fifth presented in collaboration with 
Wethersfield Historical Society. (You 
may recognize former WHS Visitor 
Services Coordinator Breauna Jur-
kowski in the photo mid-left - she is 
shown here appearing as Ophelia).
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Broad Street Green Walking Tour Redux
In 1634, Nathaniel Foote and the other Ten Adventurers settled in Wethersfield. He and many of the other ear-
ly settlers built their homes on Broad Street. Since then, Wethersfield has changed immensely, but the Broad 
Street Green continues to charm the many people who visit it. Find out more about the remarkable architec-
ture and trees that beautify the southern end of Broad Street on Sunday, September 21 when Wethersfield 
Historical Society board members Dorene Ciarcia and Betty Standish team up with Wethersfield Tree Warden 
Brian Kenny to present a 90-minute walking tour of the Broad Street Green. The tour departs from the kiosk 
on Constitution Way at 1:30pm. A $10 per family suggested donation will be collected that afternoon.

Spotlight on Collections: Robert Allan Keeney’s Purple Heart
Wethersfield Historical Society is honored to have recently re-
ceived Robert Allan Keeney’s Purple Heart, which was donated 
posthumously by Jean Holden and family. Robert Allan Keeney 
(1923-1945) received his Purple Heart for his service in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. In the closing days of the war, the Jap-
anese torpedoed the Indianapolis. Robert A. Keeney was one of the 
victims of that horrible tragedy (which was so memorably recount-
ed by Robert Shaw’s character Quint in the movie Jaws). In recog-
nition of a leadership gift given by his mother, Wethersfield patron 
Emma Keeney, and to ensure that this brave young man would not 
be forgotten, the building in which the Wethersfield Museum is 
housed is named the Robert Allan Keeney Memorial Center.

The framed letter accompanying the Purple Heart reads, “In Grate-
ful Memory of Robert Allan Keeney who died in the service of his 
country at sea, Asiatic Area, attached U.S.S. Indianapolis, 30 July 

1945. He stands in the unbroken line of patriots who have dared to die that freedom might live, and grow, 
and increase its blessings. Freedom Lives, and through it, he lives - in a way that humbles the undertakings of 
most men”. It is signed by President Harry S. Truman.

Odds ‘n’ Ends
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Upcoming Exhibit: Forgotten Patriots

Silas Deane and George Washington were not the only ones to fight for freedom during the American Revolu-
tion. Though women, Blacks, and Native Peoples played a vital role in securing American independence from 
England, their contributions to this struggle have too long been forgotten. In honor of the 250th anniversary 
of American independence, Wethersfield Historical Society will explore the stories of Abner Andrews, Caesar 
Freeman, Elizabeth Deane, and other forgotten patriots in a new interactive traveling exhibit entitled “Forgotten 
Patriots”. 

Join us for an opening reception in the Rotary Room at the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center (200 Main Street, 
Wethersfield) on Friday, November 14 from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm. All are welcome to attend.

The “Forgotten Patriots” exhibit will initially be on view in the Watson Gallery of the Keeney Center from Sat-
urday, November 15, 2025 to Sunday, March 15, 2026 during regular museum hours. There is no admission 
charge to visit the exhibit, but donations are gratefully accepted. After its run in the Watson Gallery, this exhibit 
will be available for display in other venues. For more information about bringing “Forgotten Patriots” to your 
site, please call (860) 529-7656 or email society@wethersfieldhistory.org. 

Wethersfield Historical Society wishes to thank the many individuals who had a hand in bringing this exhibit to 
life. The “Forgotten Patriots” exhibit was created by Wethersfield Historical Society in consultation with Mu-
seum Makeover Consultant Karen DePauw and Connecticut Freedom Trail Outreach Director Tammy Dene-
ase. This exhibit would not be possible without the efforts of volunteer research librarian Martha Smart and 
independent researcher Diane Cameron who spent decades researching the lives of free and enslaved people of 
color in Wethersfield. Additional information on the lives of Wethersfield’s Black patriots was provided by Terry 
Jackson (descendant of Benoni Lattemore) and Rocky Hill Town Historian Robert C. Herron. Funding for this 
exhibit was made possible by the Robert Allen Keeney Memorial Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving, CT Humanities, Conservation ConneCTion, and members of Wethersfield Historical Society. 

The photo below is of Prince Simbo’s powder horn. Prince Simbo lived in Wethersfield prior to the Revolution-
ary War and he is included in the text of the exhibit.

Photo from the Collection of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture
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WHS welcomes the following new members: Vanessa Reed and Ralph Phaneuf

Calendar of Events:

	 	 Sept. 20		  Ancient Burying Ground Tour
		  Sept. 21		  Broad Street Green Walking Tour
		  Oct. 			   Janet Leombruni Exhibit, Watson Gallery
		  Oct.			   Fridays and Saturdays - Times Fool The Poe Show	
		  Oct. 4			  43rd Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair
		  Oct. 10-12		  The 16th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours
		  Oct. 18		  Ancient Burying Ground Tour
		  Nov. 14		  Forgotten Patriots Exhibit Opening Reception		
		  Dec. 4		  Holidays on Main
		  Dec. 6 & 7		  Hurlbut-Dunham House Decorated for the Holidays 
		  Dec. 13 & 14 	 Hurlbut-Dunham House Decorated for the Holidays
		  Dec. 12 - 21		 Times Fool A Christmas Carol
		  Dec. 13		  Times Fool A Christmas Carol in the Hurlbut-Dunham House

In Memoriam
Wethersfield Historical Society sadly notes the passing of Dr. Robert Fisher (June 12, 2025) and WHS Hall-
of-Famer Joan Driscoll (June 21, 2025). Bob was a longtime supporter of the society, serving as its president 
from 2010 to 2012. Joan was a recent inductee (2023) into the society’s Volunteer Hall of Fame for the many 
hours she gave to the society, serving as a docent in the Wethersfield Museum and assisting in WHS’ education-
al programming. Both of these stalwart members of the society will be greatly missed. Our sincere condolences 
go out to their families and friends.

Times Fool Theater Company Executive Director 
Wesley Broulik has two more unique holiday-themed 
experiences in store for Wethersfield audiences this 
season. First, on Fridays and Saturdays in October, at 
6 and 9pm, join Edgar Allen Poe and his raven as they 
navigate dating, drinking, and writer’s block in The 
Poe Show. The run opens on Friday, October 3.

Just in time for the Halloween season, The Poe Show 
is presented in the double-parlor of WHS’ historic 
Hurlbut-Dunham House (212 Main Street, Wethers-
field). This is the ideal space to complement Poe’s 
fevered ruminations. This event is general admission. 
Due to space limitations imposed by the venue, only 
16 tickets are available for each show. Run time is 
approxiamately 35 mins. Tickets are available online 
HERE.

In December, Wes reprises his popular, one-actor 

presentation of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. 
Accompanied only by a solo cello, Wes brings the 
essence of Victorian England to Wethersfield. You’ll 
see Dickens’ beloved characters come to life before 
your eyes - Jacob Marley, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim, and 
Ebenezer Scrooge - all in the familiar setting of the 
Keeney Center’s ballroom (200 Main Street, Wethers-
field). All Performances at 6:00 pm: December 11, 12, 
14, 19, 20, & 21. Tickets are available online HERE.

Again, Wes is offering two very special performances 
of A Christmas Carol in the Hurlbut-Dunham House 
(212 Main Street, Wethersfield) for the benefit of 
Wethersfield Historical Society on Saturday, Decem-
ber 13 and Thursday, December 18, both at 6pm. 
Seating is limited to only 20 patrons. For ticketing 
information, contact WHS at (860) 529-7656 or email 
society@wethersfieldhistory.org.

Upcoming Events from Times Fool Theater Company

https://ticketstripe.com/POETIMESFOOL
https://ticketstripe.com/CAROLTIMESFOOL

