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18th Annual
Taste of Wethersfield
Saturday, April 11, 2026 7:00 - 9:30 pm
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The Taste of Wethersfield, given for the benefit of
Wethersfield Historical Society’s educational and
cultural programming, is right around the corner. You
are all invited to attend what has long been one of our
most popular events. This year we are celebrating the
eighteenth installment of “Taste” and the twentieth
year of the event’s existence.

Nacho King Alex P. Taylor has graciously agreed

to return and emcee this year’s “Taste”. Also return-
ing are long-time “Taste” favorites, the Hot Cat
Jazz Band, who are back to provide the evening’s
soundtrack. The process of “Taste’” remains the same:
Attendees pay one admission and can try offerings
from several local restaurants, caterers, breweries,
and wine vendors, all under one roof. Over 25 of the
hottest local restaurants, caterers, and beverage mae-
stros are setting up shop on the first and second floor
of the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center (200 Main
Street, Wethersfield). Samples of signature dishes and
beverages are available at every station. All your lo-

*Special Patron Hour 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

cal favorites will be there with many more additions
arriving daily. Throughout the evening, a silent auc-
tion is conducted, offering guests the opportunity to
bid on unique goods and services from local vendors.

“Taste” is a party for those 21 and over only. Tick-
ets go on sale March 1 and can be purchased here

on EventBrite or in person at the Keeney Memori-

al Cultural Center (200 Main Street, Wethersfield),
10:00 am to 4:00 pm Tuesday through Friday. N.B.
Tickets purchased in person are exempt from all
online convenience fees. Purchaser will only pay face
value of the ticket. Purchased in advance, tickets are
$35 (online $39.19). At the door on the night of the
event, the price jumps to $40 (online $44.52). A $75
(online $81.88) “Patron” ticket entitles the bearer to
early admission (6:00 pm) with full access to all food
and drink, as well as entry in an exclusive Patron
drawing. ($35 of each “Patron” ticket purchased is
tax deductible).
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/18th-annual-taste-of-wethersfield-benefit-tickets-1983568045420?aff=oddtdtcreator
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FORECAST

Dear Members, Friends, and Supporters,

As we begin to turn the page on winter into spring,
Wethersfield Historical Society has a full slate of events :
planned for you! :

I’'m sure most of you know this is
America’s 250th *“birthday,” and WHS
is celebrating with a full calendar

of events. Educator Gillie Johnson
has been hard at work organizing an
American Revolution lecture series
scheduled monthly from now through
July. I encourage you to check our
website for details, dates and times of
these interesting programs. Some oth-
er events are currently in the planning
process so be sure to follow us

on social media as well as our website to stay up to date
on all of our events!

One of our most popular events is coming up in April.

The 18th Annual Taste of Wethersfield will be held on
Saturday, April 11th. Patron tickets are available for the
first hour, from 6-7pm, followed by general admission at :
7pm. This is always a well-attended community event,
with funds raised supporting WHS events and programs. -
I hope to see you there!

As I’ve said previously, WHS is a membership-based
organization - governed, financially supported, and run
largely by our members. Your generous donations of
time and money continue to allow us to do the work of
preserving our town’s history and telling Wethersfield’s
stories to others. We are grateful for gour support,
whether via membership, annual fund donations, or your
time.
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I'd like to extend a special thanks to our volunteers who
are key to helping us advance our mission. If you are
interested in becoming a volunteer, or creating a lasting
legacy through planned giving, we would like to hear
from you. You can reach out to us via our website, or :
give us a call at the society offices.
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Thank you for your continued support. I look forward to
seeing you at the society’s events this spring!
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All my best,

bmuk_e Cloran o — :
Dorene Ciarcia '
Governing Board Chair :
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Forgotten Patriots

Forgotten Patriots remains on view through March 15. Don t miss this unique exhibit featuring the contribu-
tions made by women, Blacks, and Native Peoples to the America’s struggle for independence.

Silas Deane and George Washington were not the only ones to fight for freedom during the American Revolu-
tion. Though women, Blacks, and Native Peoples played a vital role in securing American independence from
England, their contributions to this struggle have too long been forgotten. In honor of the 250th anniversary of
American independence, Wethersfield Historical Society will explore the stories of Abner Andrews, Caesar
Freeman, Elizabeth Deane, and other forgotten patriots in a new interactive traveling exhibit entitled “Forgot-
ten Patriots”.

The “Forgotten Patriots” exhibit is on view in the Watson Gallery of the Keeney Center through Sunday,
March 15, 2026 during regular museum hours. Beginning in March, the museum is open Wednesday through
Saturday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and Sundays, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. There is no admission charge to visit the
exhibit, but donations are gratefully accepted. After its run in the Watson Gallery, this exhibit will be available
for display in other venues. For more information about bringing “Forgotten Patriots” to your site, please call
(860) 529-7656 or email society(@wethersfieldhistory.org.

Wethersfield Historical Society wishes to thank the many individuals who had a hand in bringing this exhibit to
life. The “Forgotten Patriots” exhibit was created by Wethersfield Historical Society in consultation with *Mu-
seum Makeover Consultant Karen DePauw and Connecticut Freedom Trail Outreach Director Tammy Dene-
ase. This exhibit would not be possible without the efforts of volunteer research librarian Martha Smart and
independent researcher Diane Cameron who spent decades researching the lives of free and enslaved people of
color in Wethersfield. Additional information on the lives of Wethersfield’s Black patriots was provided by Terry
Jackson (descendant of Benoni Lattemore) and Rocky Hill Town Historian Robert C. Herron. Funding for this
exhibit was made possible by the Robert Allen Keeney Memorial Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public
Giving, CT Humanities, Conservation ConneCTion, and members of Wethersfield Historical Society.

*America 250 | CT Museum Makeover is a program of Conservation ConneCTion and is supported by the
America 250 | CT state commission, administered by CT Humanities (CTH), with funding provided by the Con-
necticut State Department of Economic and Community Development/Connecticut Office of the Arts (COA)
from the Connecticut State Legislature.
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American Revolution Program Series
Spring 2026

Wethersfield Historical Society celebrates America250 with a new program series exploring the
history of the American Revolution seen through the lens of our current exhibit “Forgotten Patriots”.
The exhibit explores the contributions made by women, Blacks, and Native Peoples to the American
Revolution All of the programs in this series are held in the ballroom of the Keeney Memorial Cultural
Center (200 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT). Admission is free to current members of the society and
810 per program for non-members. The series opened on February 19 with Tammy Denease perform-
ing the role of Clo Pratt, a Black woman living in Wethersfield during the American Revolution.

Tuesday, March 10, 7:00 pm - Songs of 18th Century America

Wethersfield Historical Society's American Revolution Program
Series continues with soprano Linda Russell and Songs of 18th
Century America. Through ballads, broadsides, dance tunes

and patriotic anthems, Linda Russell explores 18th century life

in Wethersfield. Playing hammered and mountain dulcimers

and guitar, Linda will sing and tell the stories of the Revolution,
including songs of sons of Connecticut such as Nathan Hale and
Benedict Arnold! There will be tunes and tales of women’s patri-
otic involvement in the cause as well as stories of soldiers in the
Connecticut regiments as told in their own words from the mem-
oirs of Joseph Plumb Martin and Elisha Bostwick. Admission: $10
General Public; Free for current members of Wethersfield Histori-

cal Society.

Friday, April 24, 7:00 pm - Lecture
Captain Moses Tryon: Local Hero in a Global Conflict

Wethersfield Historical Society presents Joseph Morneault, former
director of historical music at the USS Constitution Museum, as
part of its American Revolution Program Series. Morneault is the
author of an upcoming biography on Wethersfield resident Moses
Tryon. Learn all about Tryon's contributions to the American Rev-
olution made while captaining several privateer vessels during the
war. Admission: $10 General Public; Free for current members of
Wethersfield Historical Society.

(Continued Page 5)

|




Thursday, May 14, 6:30 pm - Lecture
Founding Mothers

As part of its American Revolution Program Series, Wethersfield Historical

Society presents historian Dr. Amanda Goodheart Parks. Parks will deliv-

er Founding Mothers, a lecture about women in Wethersfield and across the

colonies who made significant contributions to the American Revolution. De-

spite Abigail Adams famously exhorting her husband and his fellow Founding

Fathers to, “...remember the ladies,” history has largely forgotten their efforts.

This lecture shares the extraordinary stories of notable women across the na-

: tion (Martha Washington, Mercy Otis Warren, Polly Cooper, and others) who
- helped America win its independence. Admission: $10 General Public; Free for

current members of Wethersfield Historical Society.

Tuesday, June 2, 7:00 pm - Lecture
The Catacomb of Loyalty: A Deep Dive into New-Gate's Role in the Revolution

Wethersfield Historical Society presents The Catacomb of Loyalty: A Deep
Dive into New-Gate’s Role in the Revolution, a lecture given by Morgan
Bengel, curator and site administrator of Old New-Gate Prison & Copper

M Mine. This talk is part of WHS' ongoing American Revolution Program Se-
~ ries and explores how loyalists and POWs were treated here in Connecticut
. during the war. Admission: $10 General Public; Free for current members of
+{ Wethersfield Historical Society.

Tuesday, July 21, 7:00 pm - Lecture
The French Alliance & The Road to Yorktown

University of Maryland History Professor Dr. Richard Bell delivers The
French Alliance & the Road to Yorktown as the next installment of Wethers-
field Historical Society's American Revolution Program Series. Wethersfield
A resident Silas Deane played a crucial role in helping to establish the important
y alliance between the U.S. and France. This lecture explores the important
i role that this alliance played in the American Revolution and how it evolved
a over time, from France providing secret support with guns and other matéri-
. el to working directly with the U.S. to beat the British at the decisive siege
; of Yorktown. Admission: $10 General Public; Free for current members of
Wethersfield Historical Society.

WHS Welcomes the Following New Members:

Ed & Holli Bacon, Cheri Beaulieu, Diane & Tom Cameron, Wayne & Margot Chapman, Gary & Bonnie Clark,
Andres Feijoo, Debra Lavalle, John Michael Mason, Anne McAloon, Grace Noyes, Laurie Peck, Fr. Joseph
Ryan, Richard & Nancy Sadler, Virginia “Ginger” Smith, Carol Turner, and Nita Vitaliano.

The society is always delighted when people decide to join and help us fulfill our mission to “preserve and

romote the history and culture of Wethersfield to inspire all people today and tomorrow.” If you are not yet
a member and our mission sounds like something you could get behind, consider clicking HERE to go to the
“Membership” page on our website for more information.



https://www.wethersfieldhistory.org/support/membership/
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| s A quick look back at 2025 s Taste to
| ' p— give you an idea of what we have to
look forward to this year. The Hot
Cat Jazz Band at left. Below, enthu-
siastic guests are ready to get the
party started. Chef Silas is still “too
cool for school”. Below, emcee Alex
P. Taylor keeps the festivities rolling
while the Lenocis prepare to serve
Wethersfield s finest gelato.

Westherstield
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Odds ‘n’ Ends

Spotlight on Collections: Sarah Montague Savage’s Potholder

“The plan laid down for our education was entirely broken in upon by the War/[.] Instead of Morning Les-
sons, we were to knit Stockings|. []nstead of embroidering/,] to make up homespun garments.” — Betsy Am-
bler as quoted in Mary Beth Norton's Libertys Daughters (1980)

Like Betsy Ambler, patriotic Wethers-
field women during the American
Revolution abandoned the fancy nee-
dlework in which they engaged prior to
the conflict and instead, began making
homespun garments for their families
and stockings, blankets, and other goods
for the Continental Army.

During the war, Wethersfield women
would supply the army with hundreds
of stockings, shirts, blankets, and other
goods. In fact, Connecticut women sup-
plied the Continental Army with so many goods, that Connecticut was nicknamed the Provisions State.

One example of the fancy needlework in which upper class women engaged prior to the war is Sarah Mon-
tague Savage’s potholder. Born in Wethersfield in 1736, Sarah showcased her skill with a needle by embroi-
dering flowers onto her potholder. Since Sarah would have cooked over open fires, the potholder was prob-
ably made of wool and linen, materials that were less flammable than cotton, polyester, or other materials
available today. This potholder was generously donated to Wethersfield Historical Society by the Brooklyn
Museum and is currently on display as part of the Forgotten Patriots Exhibit.

Ancient Burving Ground Tours Return in 2026

Volunteer research librarian Martha Smart offers her popular 90-minute tours of the Ancient Burying
Ground on the following Saturdays at 10:00 am: May 23, June 20, Sept. 5, and Oct. 24. Meet Martha at the
red barn beside First Church’s parking lot and learn about the history of those buried in the Ancient Burying
Ground and Village Cemetery, the final resting place for Wethersfield residents for over 300 years. Tours may
be cancelled or postponed due to inclement weather. Pre-registration is not required. A suggested donation of
$10 (cash or check payable to Wethersfield Historical Society only) is requested from non-members. Mem-
bers receive free admission.




In Memoriam

Wethersfield Historical Society sadly notes the passing of John Fitzpatrick (September 20,
2025), Virginia Jedziniak (October 12, 2025), and Albert Pinchera (December 12, 2025).
Our sincere condolences go out to their families and friends.
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Hopefully a last look at Wintér 2026 from Jahitﬁiry 28. Photo by Kevin J. Andersen

Calendar of Events:

Mar. 1 Weth. Museum adds Wednesdays to Hours of Operation

Mar. 10 American Revolution Program Series #2 - Linda Russell
Songs of 18th Century America

Apr. 11 XVIII Annual Taste of Wethersfield

Apr. 24 American Revolution Program Series #3 - Joseph Morneault
Capt. Moses Tryon: Local Hero in a Global Conflict

May 14 American Rev. Program Series #4 - Dr. Amanda Goodheart
Founding Mothers

May 23 Ancient Burying Ground Tours Resume
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