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44th Annual
Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair

Join Wethersfield Historical Society, your friends and
neighbors, and almost 100 artisans, crafters, food
vendors, and non-profit organizations for the 44th
installment of the Annual Old Wethersfield Arts &
Crafts Fair. Held on the bucolic grounds of Wethers-
field’s Cove Park, Craft Fair supports the educational
efforts of Wethersfield Historical Society. Craft Fair
also welcomes other area non-profits like Wethers-
field Academy for the Arts, Wethersfield Art League,
and Ginger’s Jams and Jellies to share their work and
missions with the community.

In addition to serving as the fair’s command center,
the society’s tent houses our “Attic Treasures” store
and our legendary bake sale, featuring home-made
goodies for sale (as long as they last).

As well as being one of the year’s most unique shop-
ping opportunities, Craft Fair attendees enjoy live

music, delicious taste treats from food vendors, and
the opportunity to learn more about their community
from visiting non-profits.

Tickets are on sale now. Admission is $7, if pur-
chased in advance. On the day of the event, admis-
sion is $10. Only cash is accepted at the gate. You can
buy your tickets online through EventBrite or save
the ticketing fees and purchase your tickets in-per-
son at the Old Academy (150 Main Street, Weth.) by
cash or check. Current WHS Members and children
under 12 accompanied by an adult are admitted free
of charge.

Free parking is available along State Street, and adja-
cent to the DMV. Google lists Cove Park at 533 Main
Street. Fair goers would be better served using the
Solomon Wells House (220 Hartford Avenue) or the
DMV (60 State Street) as a point of reference.
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-44th-annual-old-wethersfield-arts-crafts-fair-tickets-1996494239013?aff=oddtdtcreator

FORECAST

Fall 1s always a busy time at Wethersfield Historical
Society! Grab your scarves (maybe it will finally be
cooler!) —and your calendars—and make note of all the
upcoming events included in this issue of the Almanac.
I hope to see many of you at Wethersfield Historical
Society’s most beloved traditions: the Craft Fair on Oc-

tober 3rd and Lantern Light Tours on October 9th, 10th, -

and 11th!

You may also notice some activity

at the Cove Warehouse this fall. The
building will be closed for a renova-
tion being completed by the Town of
Wethersfield. The plans have been
painstakingly developed to preserve
this historic gem on the shores of the
Cove. Original nails will be careful-
ly reused, historic colors are being
matched with great attention, and reproductions will be
used only when necessary, so that new elements blend
seamlessly with the character of the building. It should
be completed by November, and we look forward to
reopening it for tours this spring.

This fall, our Annual Appeal letter will also be head-
ed your way. I hope you will consider making a gift in
support of the important work we do to preserve and
share Wethersfield’s history. Your generosity makes our
exhibitions, programs, and preservation efforts possible.
You are an important part of everything we do at WHS!

Julia Isenberg
Executive Director
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17th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours
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Kit Webb as Wethersfields Martin Welles (1787-
1863) in 2025’s Lantern Light Tour.

Join us Friday, October 9, Saturday, October 10,
and Sunday, October 11 for this entertaining and ed-
ucational journey through Old Wethersfield. All tours
depart from the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center
(200 Main Street). Tours are available between 6:30
pm and 8:00 pm.Tickets are on sale now and can be
purchased on EventBrite or you can save the online
service charges and buy them in person at the Old
Academy (150 Main Street) from 10:00 am to 4:00
pm Monday through Friday. The box office will be
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Three sons marched off to war,

but not all of them would re-
turn. How did Lydia Curtis
Crane cope with this dreadful
loss? Her story and other tales

of the American Revolution
come to life in Wethersfield
Historical Society’s 17th An-
nual Old Wethersfield Lantern

Light Tours.
|

dark from 1pm - 2pm on Wednesdays to accom-
modate our weekly staff meeting. Only cash or
check is accepted. Get your tickets early as Lan-
tern Light Tours invariably sells out.

This approximately 70-minute journey through
the past covers about one mile through occasion-
ally uneven terrain and dimly lit areas. Partici-
pants are advised to wear good walking shoes and
dress appropriately for the weather. This program
is not recommended for children under the age of
13.

Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours would
not be possible without our volunteers, who
generously donate their time and talents to bring
these stories to life. For their service, we are ex-
tremely grateful. We would also like to thank the
Robert Allen Keeney Memorial Fund at Greater
Hartford Gives, ShopRite of Manchester & East
Hartford, and members of Wethersfield Historical
Society for their generous financial support of this
program.

4 Sponsor a Lantern N

Your name or the name of a loved one prominent-

ly displayed on a lantern used on the tour and a
citation in the event program booklet.

$ 250.00
$1,000.00

Individual Lantern
Lead Lantern

For details, write Executive Director Julia Isen-
\Verg at julia.isenberg@wethersfieldhistory.org |



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/17th-annual-old-wethersfield-lantern-light-tours-2026-tickets-1996505410427?aff=oddtdtcreator

* A Quick L00k Back at Summer 2026...
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June 2026 - Old Newgate
Prison came to Wethers-

field. Morgan Bengel lec-
tured on the prison’s role
in the Revolution as part
of our American Revolu-

tion Program Series.

July 21 - Number 9 returned to
the Keeney Center as this year's
only Keeney Koolers Concert.
Due to the excessive heat and
humidity, the show was moved
indoors, much to everyones relief.
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July 8 - A Public Reading of
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. (Ben Franklin bears a
striking resemblance to Time's
Fool Company’s Wes Broulik.
And the Town Crier looks a lot
B like Mike Munroe).

COVE WAREHOU
CIRCA 168
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Director Wesley Broulik and Assistant
Director Breauna Jurkowski greet the
incoming audience at Times Fool Theater
Company s August 14 performance of
“The Winter's Tale”. (Friday performanc-
es begin later and are given by lantern
light). The show is the sixth presented in
collaboration with Wethersfield Historical
Society.




Odds ‘n’ Ends

Estelle Trebert Griswold (1900 - 1981)

¢ 2026 marks the 45th anniversary of the death of Estelle Trebert
Griswold. She was a party in the 1965 Supreme Court case Griswold
v. Connecticut. This court case overturned Connecticut’s anti-birth
control statute on the grounds of a marital couple’s right to privacy.
For her role in this landmark court case, Estelle Trebert Griswold
was later inducted into the Connecticut Women’s Hall of Fame.

In commemoration of the 45th anniversary of Estelle Trebert Gris-

® wold’s death, her gravestone is included in the Ancient Burying

® Ground Tour held on Saturday, September 5 at 10:00 am. This

¥ tour begins at the red barn beside First Church’s parking lot. Pre-reg-
By istration is not required. This tour may be cancelled or postponed due
¥ 8 to inclement weather. A suggested donation of $10 (cash or check

! payable to Wethersfield Historical Society only) is requested from
non-members. Members receive free admission.

American Revolution Traveling Exhibit

This fall, Wethersfield Historical Society is delighted to host The Amer-
ican Revolution: Artifacts and Stories from Across Connecticut, a trav-
eling exhibit created by the Connecticut Museum of Culture and History.
Using images of treasured artifacts from the Connecticut Museum of
Culture and History’s collection such as Amos Doolittle’s engravings of
the Battles of Lexington & Concord and Deborah Champion’s cloak, this
traveling exhibit shares stories of Connecticut spies, patriots, traitors, and
more.

“The American Revolution” Traveling exhibit will be on view in the |
Watson Gallery of the Keeney Memorial Center (200 Main Street,
Wethersfield) from Wednesday, October 21, 2026 to Sunday,
March 7, 2027 during regular museum hours. There is no admission
charge to visit the exhibit, but donations are gratefully accepted. RgaT

Funding for this exhibit was made possible by the Robert Allen 18
Keeney Memorial Fund at Greater Hartford Gives, America 250 | CT i

state commission (administered by CT Humanities), and members of
Wethersfield Historical Society.

At right, a segment of Amos Doolittle’s engraving of Concord. The Miriam
and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs: Print Collec- |
tion, The New York Public Library. (1775). Plate II. A view of the town of |

Concord Retrieved from https.//digitalcollections.nypl.org/
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| The Cove Warehouse |

Beginning August 15, the Cove Warehouse will be closed to the public for the remainder of the season

due to pending renovations by Valley Restoration, LLC. The warehouse is slated for a new roof, windows,
siding, and masonry work - all of which will be performed to the highest standard of preservation possible
as befits this iconic structure. The society will be posting updates to our website and social media as they
occur. Look for an expanded report in December s Almanac. Renovations are expected to be completed by
November and we look forward to welcoming visitors back to the Warehouse next season (Spring 2027).

From the society’s website:

The venerable Cove Warehouse on our Wethersfield Cove is said to date to the late 17th Century, but is
possibly an 18th Century building. Six warehouses built in the late 17th Century on the Landing Place

at the river’s edge handled Wethersfield’s brisk maritime trade. These warehouses were swept away in

a massive flood, circa 1697, changing the course of the Connecticut River and creating the Wethersfield
Cove. Circa 1890s to the early 20th Century, the warehouse was used by Charles Hanmer as a fish house.
Restoration work was done by the local American Legion Post of the Town’s 300th Anniversary in 1934.
After the 1936 flood, prisoners from the neighboring Connecticut State Prison moved the warehouse back
onto a repaired foundation. It became a Wethersfield Historical Society museum in 1962. Owned by the
Town, it is leased to the historical society for an annual rent of one rope of red onions.
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In Memoriam

Wethersfield Historical Society sadly notes the passing of

two longtime members Carolyn Bedula (June 13, 2026) and
Therese “Terry” O’Hare (June 26, 2026). Carolyn served on
the society’s Governing and Advisory Boards in addition to
WHS’ Collections Committee. In keeping with her interest in
articles from the past, she was also very involved with our An-
tique Show. Terry was an active volunteer in WHS’ educational
programming, assuming the role of “Goody Pilgrim” from
Betty Arnold for a generation of schoolchildren. Both of these
stalwart members of the society will be greatly missed.

Carolyn Bedula Terry O’Hare

Their significant contributions to the oranization will not be forgotten. Our sincere condolences go out to their
families and friends.

WHS welcomes the following new members: Lucy Albetski, William and Christine
Donahue, David & Donna Forest, Barbara Kleitz, and Doreen Matteson

Calendar 0 Events:

Sept. 5 Ancient Burying Ground Tour

Oct. 3 44th Annual Old Wethersfield Arts & Crafts Fair

Oct. 9 -11 The 17th Annual Old Wethersfield Lantern Light Tours
Oct. 21 The American Revolution Traveling Exhibit Opens
Oct. 24 Ancient Burying Ground Tour

Dec. 5 Holidays on Main

Dec. 5& 6 Hurlbut-Dunham House Decorated for the Holidays
Dec. 12 Hurlbut-Dunham House Decorated for the Holidays
Dec. TBA Times Fool A Christmas Carol
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